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the area_following_complaints of
highhandedness and human rights
abuse by residents. -
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Our correspondent learnt that there

v 10 reported cases of missi
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_eRivers CP, Friday Eboka?. :
__.But a community source told our

correspondent that some repentant
cultists had formed a new group
and were terrorising the area from a
newly-built camp in the community
before they were dislodged.

But a young man in the area, who
spoke on condition of anonymity,
alleged that the vigilante group,
the Tbaa Security Peace Advisory
Committee, defied the ban slammed

on their activities to lay siege to the

camp of the suspected cult members.

He expressed fears that residents
might find it difficult to resettle
should there be another round of
crisis in the Ibaa community.

The young man stated, “As
it stands now, youths 'of the
community are lving in  fear.
These ISPAC boys, who have been
banned from operating, came Into

ﬂn'eesuspectedallﬁstsin

the community last week and killed
three men.

“If the government doesn’t
intervene now, there will be
another round of crisis in the
community. Even the security
people in the commumity have
been compromised. We don't have
confidence in them.”

But the Secretary of the ISPAC,
Aleru Livingstone, denied the
group’s involvement in the killing,
saying it was a rival cult war.

Livingstone  stated, ~ “What
happened in Ibaa was as a result of
a cult clash. There is a new cult in
the area called the Bad Martians.
They clashed and we heard that
some of them died. The group is a
combination of former Deygam and
Tceland cults.

“We thank the military post in the
community for the action it took to
restore peace in the community. 1
think the end to cult activities in the
community has come. Peace has
come back.”

When contacted, the spokesman
for the state police command,
Npamdi Omoni, said he had yet
to get the report of the incident

and promised to find out from the
Divisional Police Officer in the area.
He had yet to get back to our
correspondent as of the time of filing

this report.



