
2/9/2021 ICYMI: US-based Nigerian escapes from kidnappers’ den, aids gang members’ arrest – Punch Newspapers

https://punchng.com/us-based-nigerian-escapes-from-kidnappers-den-aids-gang-members-arrest/ 1/3

ICYMI: US-based Nigerian escapes from kidnappers’ den, aids
gang members’ arrest

Published February 8, 2021

A roundabout in Isuikwuato

Chukwudi Akasike and Sunday Nwakanma

A United States of America-based Nigerian has reportedly escaped from kidnappers’ den after
turning the heat against one of his captors and beating him to a pulp.

The man, identified simply as Chinweizu, was said to have been abducted on the Akara Isuikwuato
Road in Abia State alongside an unidentified woman.

It was gathered that the kidnappers, suspected to be Fulani herdsmen, seized the duo around 3pm on
February 3, 2021, and took them into the forest.

READ ALSO: Winners’ pastor jailed for stealing church’s $90,000, N4.5m
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A source close to Chinweizu said while inside the bush, three of the kidnappers left the male victim
with one of their armed colleagues and took the young woman away to possibly rape her.

But Chinweizu was said to have attacked the kidnapper when he turned his back on him.

The source, who preferred not to be mentioned, said, “He (Chineweizu) kicked the kidnapper from
behind and picked his gun and used it’s butt to consistently hit the eyes of the gang member until
the white part of one of eyes almost popped  out.”

The source, who preferred anonymity, said the kidnapper’s gang members left the young woman
when they heard the cry of their colleague and rushed to help him.

The source stated, “But before they could get there, the kidnapped victim had gone after inflicting a
serious injury on one of the kidnappers, who is a Fulani man. He (Chinweizu) also took the
kidnapper’s gun away.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE: Again, bandits raid Kaduna communities, 19 killed, houses burnt

“He reported the matter to the Army and said the kidnappers would rush their colleague to a
nearest hospital. Some of the hospitals were informed about the development and on the same day,
the kidnappers came to one of the hospitals with their injured colleague.

“They were immediately rounded up. The victim was called upon to identify them before they were
taken away by security operatives.”

Another source in Isuikwuato corroborated the story of how Chinweizu escaped from the
kidnappers’ camp.

The source said, “They kidnapped an Ahaba man and a woman of unconfirmed origin. Both were
taken to their camp in the heart of the forest.

“The man disarmed and wounded one of his captors and escaped, while the others were attempting
to rape the female captive. The cry of the disarmed kidnapper disrupted the rape and the two victims
escaped in different directions.
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“Today, three of the kidnappers came to Ahaba junction for medical attention for the injured
kidnapper. Unknown to them, a trap had been set and in time, soldiers and policemen arrived and
took them away.”

READ ALSO: How Taraba NLC chairman was abducted — Brother

Confirming the incident, the Abia State Police Public Relations Officer, Geoffrey Ogbonna, said the
suspected kidnappers seized Chinweizu and a woman after they had shot a 63-year-old man dead.

Ogbonna stated, “Following a report made by one Mrs Cecelia Azu of Ebouwnana Afikpo in
Ebonyi State that while they were travelling from Umuahia along the Akara Isuikwuato Road
around 3pm in a Toyota Highlander, hoodlums wanted to kidnap her husband, one Jacob Azu, 63,
but they shot him dead.

“The said hoodlums also kidnapped one Chinweizu and took him into the bush. While they were
taking him into the bush, Chinweizu summoned courage and overpowered one of the kidnappers
and collected his gun from him.

“He eventually escaped from the scene and took the gun and handed it over to the relevant agencies,
which took the firearm into custody and also took the corpse of the deceased Jacob to the mortuary.”

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE: Gunmen kill riot policeman, cart away rifle in Delta

However, a source said only one of the hoodlums, a Fulani, was arrested.
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