
Tension in Rivers as hoodlums kill graduate, fisherman

Published September 5, 2020

Rivers CP, Mukan

Sampson Itode, Port HarcourtSampson Itode, Port Harcourt

There was palpable tension in Egunughan community in the Abua/Odual LocalThere was palpable tension in Egunughan community in the Abua/Odual Local

Government Area of Rivers State on Thursday as some hoodlums hacked a manGovernment Area of Rivers State on Thursday as some hoodlums hacked a man

identified as Siyami Levi to death.identified as Siyami Levi to death.

It was gathered that the late Levi was attacked on his way to fishing during which hisIt was gathered that the late Levi was attacked on his way to fishing during which his

legs were severed and his throat slit open.legs were severed and his throat slit open.

An eyewitness from Egunughan community toldAn eyewitness from Egunughan community told  Saturday PUNCHSaturday PUNCH  that the hoodlumsthat the hoodlums

laid in ambush on the waterways for unsuspecting locals.laid in ambush on the waterways for unsuspecting locals.
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The eyewitness, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said the slain victim wasThe eyewitness, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said the slain victim was

accompanied by his kinsman who narrowly escaped the onslaught and later alerted theaccompanied by his kinsman who narrowly escaped the onslaught and later alerted the

community and security agencies in the area.community and security agencies in the area.

He said, “Some men with guns attacked Siyami Levi in Egunughan community,He said, “Some men with guns attacked Siyami Levi in Egunughan community,

severed his legs and slit his throat near the river while he was on his way to fishing. Hesevered his legs and slit his throat near the river while he was on his way to fishing. He

was in the company of his friend, who managed to escape the attackers and laterwas in the company of his friend, who managed to escape the attackers and later

informed the community and the military men in the community.informed the community and the military men in the community.

“They intervened but could not get the assailants. They were able to recover the corpse“They intervened but could not get the assailants. They were able to recover the corpse

of the victim and deposited it in the mortuary.”of the victim and deposited it in the mortuary.”

In a related development, gunmen on Tuesday shot and killed a graduate of theIn a related development, gunmen on Tuesday shot and killed a graduate of the

University of Port Harcourt, Godknows Opudaa, on Eteoo Road in the Eleme LocalUniversity of Port Harcourt, Godknows Opudaa, on Eteoo Road in the Eleme Local

Government Area.Government Area.

It was learnt that late Opudaa, an indigene of Ogu, Ogu/Bolo LGA, who worked withIt was learnt that late Opudaa, an indigene of Ogu, Ogu/Bolo LGA, who worked with

the West African Container Terminal in Onne Sea Port, was killed on his way homethe West African Container Terminal in Onne Sea Port, was killed on his way home

from work around 8pm.from work around 8pm.

An eyewitness told our correspondent that the victim was found in a pool of bloodAn eyewitness told our correspondent that the victim was found in a pool of blood

before he was taken to a nearby hospital where he was confirmed dead.before he was taken to a nearby hospital where he was confirmed dead.



The Rivers State Police Public Relations Officer, Nnamdi Omoni, confirmed bothThe Rivers State Police Public Relations Officer, Nnamdi Omoni, confirmed both

incidents, adding that the Commissioner of Police, Joseph Mukan, had ordered anincidents, adding that the Commissioner of Police, Joseph Mukan, had ordered an

investigation.investigation.

He said, “Gunmen invaded Egunughan community on Thursday through theHe said, “Gunmen invaded Egunughan community on Thursday through the

waterways. The police were alerted and they went after the criminals, in conjunctionwaterways. The police were alerted and they went after the criminals, in conjunction

with the Joint Task Force, but could not meet them.with the Joint Task Force, but could not meet them.

“Our men had been deployed there to guard against further attacks, as the“Our men had been deployed there to guard against further attacks, as the

commissioner of police has ordered an investigation to unraveling those who invadedcommissioner of police has ordered an investigation to unraveling those who invaded

the community and their intent.”the community and their intent.”
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