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[HIRTEEN suspected
cultists have been killed
in the ongoing clash
between members of the

%ﬁ-ﬂ‘li_z%y_e_c,omm
SERE Tjece Local Covncil _d

Development Area of Lagos
State.

Residents told PUNCH
Metro during a visit to the
community that they were
unsafe as the cultists freely
use sophisticated weapons in
the Luwasa, Igbe and Ijede

areas of Ikorodu.

Nine of the thirteen
deceased cultists were said to
have been killed by members
of rival groups, while the
remaining four were allegedly
killed by soldiers, whe gave
them a hot chase after

FITRO board meets minister,
NASU declares indefinite stmke

- Samson Folarin

E Governing
Board of the Federal

lnsntute of Industrial
Research, Oshodi, 1ages, has
mittud a xeport on the
agency over

the controversia| doctorate of

acting Director-Generel,
&l. Igwe.
Our

correspondent learnt
sources that the board

, Who were agjtated

the cricis &t the institute,
“a meeting with the

» igwe

lh.at Igwe had yet to complete
kis studies.

The ICPC later cleared Igwe,
saying he duly obtained the
certificate.

‘Last week Thursday, the
FIIROworkersbegan aprotest,
led by their labour leaders, to
call for the suspension of Igwe
in accordance with extant
public service rules.

The protesters also accused
Omnu of shielding Igwe, as
the latter was reported
hawe been frequenting the

mimictar'c nffics in Ahnia cinea

Tbrahim Gwarzo, declined
comment when contacted to
confirm the meeting.

He, however, said steps
were being taken to resolve the
matter “as soon as possible.”

Our correspondent obtained
a document signed by the
General Secretary of NASU,
Peters Adeyemi, criticising
Igwe's refusal to respond to
a letter requesting audience
with him over the workers’
grievances, including the issue
of his PhD.

Adeyemi berated the FIIRO
management for lacking
“courtesy.

“Therefore, by a copy of this
letter, the branch committee
of NASU has the approval of
the union headquarters to
embark on an indefinite strike
action until the management
vields to our request for a
union/management meeting,”
the letter, dated Januvary 20,
2020, read in part.

claim 13

reportedly burning the family
house of the Obateru of Egbin
in [jede.

Aresident, Bayo Adegbaju,
who stated that the frequent

‘cult clashes were creating

panic in the community, said
two of the victims were pupils
of a Junior Secondary School
in the area, adding that other
pupils had abandoned their
studies due to the attack on
the school premises.

He said, “In December, a
cultist, Saheed, was shot in
the mouth by rivals, but he
was lucky to escape. After
his wound healed, he and
his gang had a clash with
members of the rival group

on Monday, January 20, .
2020, and two of the cultists

were stabbed in the stomach

and chest. The victims were
rushed to the health centre
in Ijede, where they died the
following day.

“In the early hours of
Tuesday, some cultists used
a machete to kill a rival in
his house around the De-
John School. I was going to
work in the morning when
I saw a crowd in front of the
deceased’s house. I saw the
head with multiple machete
cuts and bloodstains all over
the wall.

“In tke afiernoon, two

pupils of the Luwasa Junior
Secondary School were shot
dead on the school premises.
The school management had
to send all the pupils home for
their safety. That same day,
around the Etita area in Ijede,
another cultist was shot dead.
“Also, around the Ferry
Station, Ijede, two cultists
wereriding amotoreycle when
their rivals used a rod to push
them down and shot them
dead. Whenever the cultists
clash, residents usually run
helter-skelter, because they
use sophisticated weapons.
We are not safe in Jjede.”
When our correspondent

pils abandon school as Lagos

visited the Luwasa Junior
High School to confirm the
alleged death of the two
pupils, the principal declined
to speak, but @ source,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity, said the school
did not lose any pupil.

The source, however, said
cultists chased a member of
a rival group into the school
premises and shot him dead
around iiam, while the
students were studying in
their various classrooms.

According to the source,
the cultists took advantage of
the fact that the school had no
fence to perpetrate the crime.

“No pupil was killed. In
Luwasa, Igbe and Ijede
areas, cult clashes have been

« [jede area
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ongoing and are still on as
1 speak to you. The cultists
chased themselves into the
school compound and killed
their rival. The pupils were
around when the killing took
place,” the source stated.
Members of staff of the
school and officials sent by the
state Ministry of Education
to monitor the situation
in the school were seen on
the premises, but there was
no pupil in sight when our
correspondent visited the
school on Wednesday.
When asked why the pupils
were not in school, the source
said, “What happened on
the school premises was an
extension of what has been
happening in the community

for the past three days.
As of the time they were
evacuating the corpse of the
murdered cultist, the police
received a call that another
person had been killed at
Igbe.

“The parents are aware -

of what is happening; they
probably told their children
to keep away from the
school.”

Another resident, Enitan
Ogunsanya, said five
suspected cult members
were killed in the early hours
of Wednesday, adding that
four of them were fell by
soldiers.

“The cultists came for a
reprisal at a pub in Idito
around the family house of
the Obateru of Egbin and
burnt down the house. So,
soldiers were mobilised
to catch them and in the
process, four of the cultists
were killed, while the others
escaped. Later on, another
cultist, known simply as
Something, was killed
in Igbe. All these attacks
happened in the night,”
Ogunsanya stated.

When contacted, the state
Police Public Relations
Officer, Bala Elkana, said
10 suspects had been
arrested, adding that the
Commissioner of Police,
Hakeem Odumosu, had
deployed the Special Track

Daniels Igoni, Yenagoa Mob set abla:u: suspe
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in the community to rest
normaley.

Elkana said, “The trou
has been on since 20
The cultists were given
opportunity to renou
cultism and stop their atta
on each other so that t
could escape prosecut
and since then, there was
attack until recently.

“On January 20, 20
some of the cultists w
relaxing at their meet
point when they got intc
argument, which degener:
into a fight and one per
was injured.

“So, members of the r
group thought the per
had died and launche
counter-attack, which le
all these clashes from Jan

_20. But the police qui

responded and 10 susp
were arrested.

“Those arrested
Ibrahim Jamiu, Abios
Jimch, Babajide Adeye
Goddey Adewale, Olale
Adebanjo, Ibrahim Has
YusufSangosanya, Oluwal
Omolaja and Olaide Sodj

“The CP has summone
emergency meeling to res
the cult clashes in the affe
areas. The corpses recovt
were those of six suspe:
cultists and wehave no rey
of any pupil killed.”




