Missing child: Three killed, Ondo church set ablaze
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Scene of the incident. Photo: Peter Dada

Peter Dada, Akure

Three persons lost their lives on Wednesday, while several others sustained varying
degrees of injury when some youths set ablaze a popular church, Sotitobire Praising
Chapel, at the Oshinle Quarter in Akure, Ondo State.

The incident followed the rumoured discovery of the corpse of one-year-old Gold
Kolawole, who went missing from the children’s department of the church on

November 10.
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For several hours on Wednesday, social and economic activities were paralysed in the

area following the violence.

Some houses and vehicles purportedly belonging to the church were also set on fire by

the irate youths, while a police patrol vehicle was also vandalised.

One of the deceased victims was a policeman, whose identity had not been

ascertained.

An eyewitness said, “Since the day the boy went missing, people had observed that
the police were not doing any serious investigation on the matter. But when the youth
in the area saw that a programme going on in the church on Wednesday, they went

there to challenge the worshippers.

“The worshippers resisted the youth, then a fight broke out and the policemen
guarding the church attacked the protesters. The action of the police infuriated the
youth and residents of the area, who mobilised more people and set the church and its

belongings ablaze.”

The eyewitness added that while the protest was going on, a team of policemen
arrived the scene and started shooting indiscriminately and stray bullets hit two of the

youth, who died on the spot.

Journalists were also attacked by the worshippers, who destroyed their cameras and
telephones. The attacked journalists were from the SaharaReporters, Breeze FM and

Western Post Newspapers.

Gold disappeared from the church during a Sunday service last month and his
whereabouts have remained unknown, with his parents alleging that the police were

not conducting a proper investigation into the matter.



A source stated that the residents of the area got angry when some pastors of the

church started the morning service on Wednesday.

They reportedly attacked the church and one of the policemen guarding the place of

worship was mobbed.

The residents accused the church of not showing concern about the missing child.

It was also learnt that the pastor of the church, Prophet Alfa Babatunde, was in the
custody of the Department of State Services in Akure, where he was being

interrogated on the matter.

READ ALSO: Gunmen Kill father, son in Imo community

The Police Public Relations Officer in the state, Mr Femi Joseph, who confirmed the
death of the policeman and one protester, said the command had drafted more

personnel to restore normalcy in the area.

He stated, “We lost one of our men, while another one is critically injured and has

been taken to hospital

“The church building was also set ablaze by the irate youth. Some of our officers
despatched to the scene to contain the situation were pelted with stones, with many of

them sustaining injuries. Their patrol vehicle was also badly damaged.

“The public should not be deceived by reports that the command has abandoned the
investigation of the boy’s disappearance as the case file is already on the way to the
office of the Director of Public Prosecutions in the state for legal advice.
Notwithstanding this latest incident, more reinforcement has been sent to the scene to

contain the situation.”


https://punchng.com/gunmen-kill-father-son-in-imo-community/

Copyright PUNCH.
All rights reserved. This material, and other digital content on this website, may not
be reproduced, published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed in whole or in part

without prior express written permission from PUNCH.

Contact: theeditor@punchng.com

DOWNLOAD THE PUNCH NEWS APP NOW ON

£ Available on the y Getiton

o App Store Google play

Receive Alerts on: Whatsapp: +2349090060943, Twitter: @MobilePunch, BBM:C003D3DCO

Share your story with
us: SMS: +2349090060943, Whatsapp:+2349090060943, Email: punchonline@punchng.com

BOoQ@m@®T &

AKURE CHURCH BURNT AKURE MISSING CHILD SOTITOBIRE PRAISING CHAPEL

JUSTIN

Ekiti community alleges herders destroy N50m farm, hoist flag
7:50 am

White House reacts, says Trump impeachment ‘unconstitutional travesty’
7:37 am

Trump joins Johnson, Clinton in ‘exclusive’ club of impeached presidents

7:12 am
Lagos CP orders probe into US returnee’s murder

6:25 am
UPDATED: Trump makes history as third American president to be
impeached

5:59 am

READ MORE
v


mailto:theeditor@punchng.com
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=2349090060943
https://twitter.com/MobilePunch
https://punchng.com/missing-child-three-killed-ondo-church-set-ablaze/#
sms:2349090060943
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=2349090060943
mailto:punchonline@punchng.com
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://punchng.com/missing-child-three-killed-ondo-church-set-ablaze/
https://twitter.com/home?status=https://punchng.com/missing-child-three-killed-ondo-church-set-ablaze/
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https://punchng.com/missing-child-three-killed-ondo-church-set-ablaze/
https://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https://punchng.com/missing-child-three-killed-ondo-church-set-ablaze/&media=https://cdn.punchng.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/19051817/Akure-church-set-ablaze.jpg&description=
https://linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://punchng.com/missing-child-three-killed-ondo-church-set-ablaze/
https://www.instagram.com/punchnewspapers/
https://www.youtube.com/user/MobilePunch234
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/punch-news/id1416286632?platform=ipad&preserveScrollPosition=true#platform/ipad
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=punchmobile.punchng
https://punchng.com/ekiti-community-alleges-herders-destroy-n50m-farm-hoist-flag/
https://punchng.com/white-house-reacts-says-impeachment-an-unconstitutional-travesty/
https://punchng.com/trump-joins-johnson-clinton-in-exclusive-club-of-impeached-presidents/
https://punchng.com/lagos-cp-orders-probe-into-us-returnees-murder/
https://punchng.com/breaking-trump-makes-history-as-third-american-president-to-be-impeached/
https://punchng.com/all-posts/

