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Results in volatile areas’ll be rejected – INEC
PDP, APC lead in strongholds

Olufemi Atoyebi, Chukwudi Akasike, Success Nwogu, Gbenga Odogun, Tony Okafor, Daniels
Igoni, Raphael Ede and Femi Dawodu

The Kogi and Bayelsa states’ governorship elections as well as the Kogi West senatorial rerun were on
Saturday characterised by violence, shootings, killings, vote-buying and ballot box snatching as many
polling units across the two states experienced tension created by political thugs.

Four people were killed in Kogi during the election by political thugs while many were injured in Bayelsa
where peace took flight as a result of electoral violence.

The Commissioner of Police in Kogi State, Hakeem Busari, had before the elections assured residents of
the state of the safety of their lives and property as adequate personnel would be drafted for the polls.

The elections commenced on a peaceful note across the state as there was a large turnout of voters with the
electorate, mostly women trooped to the various polling units as early as 6.30am in Kogi.
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But in spite of Busari’s assurance and voters enthusiasm, mayhem broke out in some polling units in Kogi
East, Kogi West and Lokoja, the state capital.

SEE ALSO: #KogiDecide2019: My nephew shot at polling unit on Saturday is dead —Melaye

Two persons were also reportedly killed by stray bullets at the Adankolo polling unit in Lokoja.

Sunday PUNCH gathered that the incident happened when some hoodlums tried to snatch ballot boxes at
the polling unit.

APC chieftain house set ablaze

Eyewitness said the two persons were killed when voters resisted the thugs. The thugs, it was gathered,
killed the two persons while a passerby sustained a life-threatening injury from gunshot wound.

This angered the youth who mobilised and set the house of a chieftain of the All Progressives Congress in
the area ablaze.

When the state police command was contacted, its spokesperson, DSP William Aya, said all enquiries
should be directed to the Commissioner of Police in the state Commissioner of Police.

But the commissioner did not pick his call when one of our correspondents put a call across to him.

An officer of the Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps, who spoke to one of our correspondents on
condition of anonymity at a restaurant in Lokoja, scored security low during the election.

He claimed that there were many thugs terrorising voters with guns, adding that security operatives were
brazenly bribed by party officials.
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