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Truck kills sachet water hawker, child in Lagos

Published January 15, 2019

Scene of the accident Photo: Etim Ekpimah

Etim EkpimahEtim Ekpimah

A truck, on Monday, rammed into a woman and her baby, killing them on the spot, in the OshodiA truck, on Monday, rammed into a woman and her baby, killing them on the spot, in the Oshodi

area of Lagos.area of Lagos.

The woman was said to be hawking sachet water, when the truck that was carrying sharp sand, hitThe woman was said to be hawking sachet water, when the truck that was carrying sharp sand, hit

her.her.
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An eyewitness, Emeka Njoku, said the truck wasAn eyewitness, Emeka Njoku, said the truck was

moving at a fast speed, adding that by the time themoving at a fast speed, adding that by the time the

driver tried to apply the brake, he noticed that thedriver tried to apply the brake, he noticed that the

brake was no longer working.brake was no longer working.

Njoku noted that as a consequence, the truck hit theNjoku noted that as a consequence, the truck hit the

woman and the child, who was strung to her backwoman and the child, who was strung to her back

while she hawked sachet water.while she hawked sachet water.

He narrated, “Some of us, who were selling in theHe narrated, “Some of us, who were selling in the

traffic, saw the truck coming at a fast speed. Itraffic, saw the truck coming at a fast speed. I

thought something was wrong with it. And in a jiffy, we heard a sound and people shouting at thethought something was wrong with it. And in a jiffy, we heard a sound and people shouting at the

same time.same time.

“It was when I ran to the scene that I saw that a woman and a child strung to her back had been“It was when I ran to the scene that I saw that a woman and a child strung to her back had been

knocked down by the same truck that was moving at a fast speed.”knocked down by the same truck that was moving at a fast speed.”

Njoku added that there had been frequent cases of trucks killing hawkers and pedestrians in Oshodi,Njoku added that there had been frequent cases of trucks killing hawkers and pedestrians in Oshodi,

adding that the authorities were not bothered about the situation.adding that the authorities were not bothered about the situation.

He noted that the authorities’ concern was only to evacuate the remains of the victims and not toHe noted that the authorities’ concern was only to evacuate the remains of the victims and not to

proffer solutions to the frequent cases of people being killed by trucks along the Oshodi-Apapaproffer solutions to the frequent cases of people being killed by trucks along the Oshodi-Apapa

Expressway.Expressway.

READ ALSO: READ ALSO: Hijab crisis hits LAUTECH school, 50 locked outHijab crisis hits LAUTECH school, 50 locked out

A passer-by, who identified himself simply as Jide, said he was always fearful for the hawkers,A passer-by, who identified himself simply as Jide, said he was always fearful for the hawkers,

particularly those around Oshodi, adding that they were oblivious to the risk involved in hawking.particularly those around Oshodi, adding that they were oblivious to the risk involved in hawking.

When contacted, the state Police Public Relations Officer, Chike Oti, asked our correspondent toWhen contacted, the state Police Public Relations Officer, Chike Oti, asked our correspondent to

call him back for details about the accident but subsequent calls to his telephone were not answered.call him back for details about the accident but subsequent calls to his telephone were not answered.

He also had not responded to a text message sent to his mobile telephone as of the time of going toHe also had not responded to a text message sent to his mobile telephone as of the time of going to

press.press.
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