Family demands justice as hoodlums murder cop in Lagos
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Abiodun Akinde

Deji Lambo

The family of Abiodun Akinde, who was allegedly murdered by hoodlums in the Ashiribu area of

Ijanikin, Lagos State, has demanded justice for his death.

PUNCH Metro gathered that Akinde, an Assistant Superintendent of Police, had visited a bar in
company with his colleagues on Tuesday, November 27, 2018, to have some drinks before the

hoodlums besieged the bar and shot him dead.

Akinde’s elder brother, Adekunle, who stated that the police investigating the matter said his
brother was killed because he did not allow the hoodlums to rob him, added that his findings
revealed that there was no robbery as his late brother’s belongings were left intact after he was

killed.
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The nurse, who is an indigene of Ogun State said, “What the Divisional Police Officer at the
[janikin Police Station told us was that some hoodlums came to rob people and while they were
trying to collect my brother’s belongings, he (Akinde) resisted them and he was shot in the process.
But I don’t think it is so because from what we gathered, no one was robbed by the hoodlums.
Those who killed him never stole his belongings and those of other people at the place where he

was murdered.

“So, since we were told that the case had been transferred to the State Criminal Investigation and
Intelligence Department, Yaba, for further investigation, we are hoping that the outcome of the

investigation will lead to the arrest of those who killed him, because the family wants justice.

“As I speak to you, his corpse is still in a mortuary in Badagry pending when a post-mortem will be

carried out.”

Akinde’s son, Tunde, told PUNCH Metro that his father’s death was a set-up because his killers

traced him to the bar where he was murdered.
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The 26-year-old said, “I was at home when a lady walked up to me and asked me the last time [ saw
my dad; I said it had been a while and she told me to call him. I tried his number but it rang out; she
said she could not say anything but advised me to visit his office. When I got there, I was surprised

to meet my mum’s younger sister and my dad’s elder brother and some family members.

“They were having a meeting with the DPO of the [janikin Police Station. When they finished, 1
asked after my dad and was told that he was shot. They said we needed to check him at the Badagry

General Hospital. When we got there, it was his corpse I saw. I was depressed.

“The police officers investigating the case at the SCIID, Yaba, said my dad was set up; they said
how did the hoodlums managed to enter the bar and head straight for his table to kill him if it wasn’t
planned. He was not the only one at the beer parlour, so how were they able to locate his table? So,

it appeared like they traced him to the place.”
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The wife of the deceased, Kudi, who is also a police officer, said she wanted justice, adding that she

got to know about the death of Akinde from a colleague, who briefed her about the incident.

The mother of three said, “l was at home with my children. A police officer told me about the
incident and what I was told was that my husband went for a birthday party and some hoodlums
came to the gathering and shot him dead. I want the police to help me investigate this case so that

the hoodlums can be arrested and brought to justice.”

The Lagos State Police Public Relations Officer, CSP Chike Oti, who confirmed the incident to our
correspondent, said the command had commenced investigation into the events that led to the death
of Akinde.

Oti said, “On Tuesday, November, 27, 2018, around 7pm, ASP Abiodun Akinde, the Administrative
Officer, Ijanikin Police Station, reportedly went to a bar at the Ashiribu area, [janikin, for the

birthday party of his lady friend, one Dupe Ogunbiyi, 34, of 27 Jimoh Street, Iyana-Era, [janikin.
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“However, a fight broke out between the officer and a group of men allegedly led by the lady’s rival
boyfriend. In the process, the officer was shot in the head with a locally-made pistol. The officer

was rushed to the Badagry General Hospital, where he later died.

“Meanwhile, the lady and seven other suspects have been arrested and transferred to the homicide
section of the SCIID, Yaba, for further investigation. The remains of the deceased have been

deposited in the hospital’s morgue for preservation and post-mortem examination.”
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