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The UN Humanitarian
Coordinator in Nigeria, Mr.
Edward Kallon, said the North-

residents needed toaccess
humanitarian assistance on
time as many lives were at risk.

One of our correspondents

'learnt that the aid workers

were taking food supplies in
a convoy of vehicles, escorted
by the army, to the Ngala area
whentheinsurgents ambushed
them on Saturday.

aid workers, soldiers

The food supplies reportedly
belonged tothe UN World Food
Programme, which is the food-
assistance agency of the UN.

It was gathered that the
ambush resulted in a gunfight
between the terrorists and the
troops, during which 10 people
were killed.

A spokesperson for the
WEP, Adedeji Ademigbuii,
said in a mail to one of our
correspondents that the four

h; Deputy Con

troller of Prison, Ikoyi Prisons,

deceased aids workers included
the driver of a WFP truck.

He stated, “The WEP can
confirm that a convoy escorted
by the Nigerian military,
including WFP-hired trucks
was the subject of an attack by
armed groups at 35km South-
West of Ngala in Boino State
on Saturday.

“The armed ambush byanon-
statearmed group took placeon
the road between Dikwa and
Gambory, in Borno State, and
resulted in thereported loss of at
least four civilian lives as well as
thedestructionofbasicaid items
initially destined to alleviate
the suffering of thousands o
women, children and men.

“The driver of a WFP-hirec
truck and a driver’s assistan
were killed in the incident.”

The Deputy Director, Arm;
Public Relations and Theatr

Command’s spokesman, Col
Onyema Nwachukwu, said th
deceased civilians had yet tob
identified as UN workers.
Nwachukwu added that th
military recovered three AK 4
rifles, three locally-fabricate
firearms, four magazines an
a belf of 7.62mm ammunition
The spokesman addec
“Contrary o rumours, none.
the casualties in the encount
hasbeenidentified asamemb
of staff of the UN. The trooj
fought through the ambus
overpowered theinsurgentsar
Killed six of them.
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