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Operatives  of  the  Anti­Robbery  Squad  of
the  State  Department  of  Criminal
Investigation,  Yaba,  Lagos  State,  have
arrested  a  five­man  gang  for  allegedly
strangling  a  cab  driver,  Sonye  Chukwudi,
aka Zack Friday.

PUNCH  Metro  learnt  that  the  robbers  ─
Anthony  Toms  (20),  Godwin  Francis  (25),
Michael  Inyang  (21),  Evidence  David  (22),
Etuk Tony  (23) ─  tricked  the 32­year­old  to
the  Ransome  Kuti  Gardens,  Anthony
Village, thinking he had a lot of money.

They were  said  to  have  bound  him  hands  and  feet  before  strangling  him,  only  to  discover  he  had  only  his
phone and N4,750 on him.

Our correspondent was told that the suspects hid the corpse in the gardens.

They were about escaping in the victim’s white Mercedes Benz E320 saloon car, when a team of policemen,
acting on a tip­off, apprehended them.

The incident happened on Sunday around 9pm.

A  police  source  said  the  suspects  thought  Chukwudi  was  rich  because  of  his  car  which  he  usually  parked
around the Ikeja GRA for hire service.

He said, “They were four that planned the crime. Toms was their informant. He told them the man was rich.

“He told Chukwudi  that he had a  job for him. He said the man would carry some flowers for a customer from
Anthony Village to Obanikoro.”

It  was  learnt  that  Toms,  who  hails  from  Cross  River  State,  also  arranged  with  another  friend  to  drive  the
victim’s car after it had been stolen.

A police source said the man, who was to drive Chukwudi’s car, alerted the police to the operation.

The policemen reportedly trailed him to the scene.

PUNCH Metro  gathered  that  around  9pm,  the  victim  drove  into  the  gardens  and  parked  his  car  facing  the
Gbagada Expressway.

Most Read Recent Comments Most Commented

Fani­Kayode changes name

Crisis: Buhari meets Gbajabiamilia,
others

We won’t pay staff schools
workers’ salaries again – FG

Naira falls to 230, dollar supply
dries up

Akande, ACF disagree over APC
crisis

Online crew diary

Copa America 2015: European
clubs’ stars in action

More Posts...

You are here: Home / Metro Plus / Robbers strangle driver in Lagos gardens

       
Search this website… Search

July 2nd, 2015

Airtel smartTALK
Call all networks in Nigeria
Simplydial *315# or send YES to

26Like       

Home Malaria Portal Metro Plus i­punch News Business Sports Opinion Health Feature

Blogs Jobs

http://www.sharethis.com/privacy
javascript:void(0);
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/
http://www.punchng.com/jobs
http://malaria.punchng.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CffRI9CGVVZBWrJztBrOFidAOyMjojgfwvJP3jAL1zZbRQhABIKTd2gVgt7yDhfQwoAGQp9fbA8gBAagDAcgDwwSqBKsBT9Bq5mZiNzCSgpZJQ64D-NDGWpCIUAxR52yfkrqT0zz6LiqeTZe0zZF0Lq1XdGyswE0Ev7NuuUAH6c5EnK5A8PjWESbyZvZWP4p6RmwOJRiSQMWLvFBofFTFyn6KjscHtAXaQjac3XkID64gAFh0L_qDurEklhyytn0vrK5tQChpaecXKG2lG80SQci3vgw5Va7Ys4_aZETnNxo0dUKm2jV8lGFHJwKwAG-JiAYBgAfY2KgkqAemvhvYBwE&num=1&cid=5GjkBJiOA3H7Z7rMjC27mG_U&sig=AOD64_13bVhDNSo3ayS8f4Jn_Tsl0wopsA&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065&adurl=https://www.africa.airtel.com/wps/wcm/connect/AfricaRevamp/Nigeria/Home/Personal/VoiceAndText/Tariff-Plans/smartTALK
http://www.punchng.com/metro-plus/robbers-strangle-driver-in-lagos-gardens/?print=1
http://www.punchng.com/news/fani-kayode-changes-name/
http://www.punchng.com/
http://www.punchng.com/i-punch/
http://www.punchng.com/
http://www.punchng.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CAUC59SGVVeLNIMLt7QaLz7GIB-WmnfcGpYCmp_MBl96ivcABEAEg2rL0I2C3vIOF9DCgAePXufoDyAEJqAMBqgSyAU_QtmBchnXJUeFY6_X-m3fY8JtCZq65aXM-sfiiNiFaVBX0d64cYjqvqlfPtF1FcNY2HKgUgW2hIvFMrNlAjAS41BYD-AbMHIBzBkhHtfYu6IEkRJ6TLhe7-gMsbe8WBY0y7tW_-1tT5PRDn3JOgFbN5yFxnJPQjm8aqQHk-FB6NsOJZQ6Fsv2WM50OeY12LTju-sOPNnzlx0ieJyK_ZS7eowSoFNbpcZe8VBZV_IABAFOIBgGgBi6AB4WoxgWoB6a-G9gHAA&num=1&cid=5GgEDmCUOG78a3ZEGrFJPvsv&sig=AOD64_1m30yYWSu5006-cPhxy64JY2JU_A&client=ca-pub-4373410370352066&adurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coliseum.com.ng
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=293
http://www.punchng.com/online-crew-diary/copa-america-2015-european-clubs-stars-in-action/
http://www.punchng.com/sports/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Punch-Newspapers/206270189411151
http://malaria.punchng.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/punch-newspapers
http://www.punchng.com/metro-plus/
https://plus.google.com/111005683599105953314
http://www.punchng.com/news/naira-falls-to-230-dollar-supply-dries-up/
http://www.punchng.com/feed/
http://www.sharethis.com/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.punchng.com/feature/
http://www.punchng.com/news/
http://www.punchng.com/health/
https://twitter.com/MobilePunch
http://www.punchng.com/metro-plus/
javascript:void(0);
http://blogs.punchng.com/
http://www.punchng.com/news/akande-acf-disagree-over-apc-crisis/
http://www.punchng.com/online-crew-diary/
http://www.sharethis.com/features/download?source=doneScreen4x
http://www.punchng.com/online-crew-diary/copa-america-2015-european-clubs-stars-in-action/
http://www.punchng.com/business/
http://www.punchng.com/news/crisis-buhari-meets-gbajabiamilia-others/
http://www.punchng.com/news/we-wont-pay-staff-schools-workers-salaries-again-fg/
Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight

Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight

Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight

Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight

Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight



7/2/2015 Robbers strangle driver in Lagos gardens

http://www.punchng.com/metro­plus/robbers­strangle­driver­in­lagos­gardens/ 2/5

It was gathered that Toms began to load some bouquet of flowers into the booth of the car.

A source said, “Toms called the victim to assist him. As he stepped out of the car, other members came out
of their hiding place and hit him in the head with a plank.

“They bound his legs and hands and used his clothes to cover his mouth. They then strangled him.”

Our  correspondent  was  told  that  the  suspects  ransacked  the  deceased’s  pocket  and  found  his  phone  and
N4,750.

“Soon after, they called their hired driver to pick them because none of them could drive.

“As soon as the driver got to the place, the police surrounded the suspects,” the source said.

Our  correspondent  was  told  that  the  police  were  forced  to  open  fire  on  two  of  the  gang  members  who
attempted to escape.

They sustained gunshot injuries in the legs.

The police were said to have found the victim’s corpse hidden in the gardens and covered with flowers.

Our  correspondent was  told  that Chukwudi  lived alone  in  the Egbeda area of  Lagos, while  his wife  and  four
children lived in their hometown in Imo State.

It was  learnt  that none of  the suspects had  their  relatives  in Lagos as  they came  from Cross River, Rivers,
Bayelsa and Anambra states.

The prime suspect, Toms, however told our correspondent he never meant to kill the victim.

He said, “I am a gardener. I work in that garden at Anthony. I met the man about two years ago.

“That  day,  I  just  wanted  to  collect  the  money  and  steal  his  car,  which  we  estimated  at  about  N2m.  He
struggled with us and died in the process.”

When contacted, the Police Public Relations Officer, Kenneth Nwosu, said he would call back.

But he had yet to do so as of the time of filing this report.

But  a  police  source  said  the  men  were  arraigned  on Wednesday  before  an  Ebute  Meta  Chief  Magistrate’s
Court.

They were said to have been remanded pending legal advice from the Directorate of Public Prosecutions.
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