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A tanker driver, identified simply as Mike,
has crushed to death a 47-year-old naval
officer, Tali Muhammed, in the Apapa area of
Lagos State.
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PUNCH Metro leamt that Muhammed was
part of a traffic team overseeing the smooth

passage of trucks and other vehicles on the An eKCiting project between
road, where Naval Training Command Headquarters was located. THE me m lCFJ
The Adamawa State indigene was reportedly asleep around 5am on Wednesday when he was awoken by the aims to recuce malaria deaths.

noise of the speeding truck.

Our correspondent gathered that as he awoke from sleep, he shouted at the driver to stop.

The driver, who was unaware that the victim was at the back of the vehicle, was said to have put the vehicle
in reverse.

Our correspondent was told that Muhammed, a master warrant officer in the navy, was crushed to death. Meet your governorship
candidates
The tyres of the tanker were said to have climbed on his body and broken his skull.

When PUNCH Metro visited the scene of the incident, he observed that security checks on tankers going
through the route had been intensified.

A colleague of the victim, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, said Muhammed had been buried
according to Islamic rites.

He said, “Around 5am on that day, the tanker was speeding and his headlights were also off.
“The noise of the tanker woke Muhammed up and he asked the driver to stop.

“The man had driven ahead, but as he reversed, unaware that Muhammed was at the back, the tanker hit the
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officer and he fell on the ground.
“The vehicle climbed his body and broke his head.
“The driver did not know he had killed him, because it was dark. It was when he was accosted that he knew.”

Another source, who declined to give his name, said the naval authorities had already given directives to
officers and men manning the road that after 5am, no truck should be allowed entry into the Dockyard Road.

He added that the accident happened because the driver wanted to beat the time.

An eyewitness told PUNCH Metro that the suspect was handed over to the policemen attached to the Apapa
division, while the corpse of the victim was deposited at the Naval Medical Centre, Ojo.

He said when the news was broken to his wife, she fainted and had since been hospitalised.

He said, “He had five kids. When the news was broken to his wife, she fainted.

“She was rushed to the hospital where she is presently receiving treatment.”

It was gathered that the deceased had already spent 30 years in active service before tragedy struck.

A resident, Gbemi Sola, said since the incident happened, no truck had been allowed to move into the
dockyard to load products.

“Also, loaded trucks of inflammable products like petrol are not allowed to exit.

“This has come with its attendant implications on life and property , while many oil despots are currently not
loading any product for now.

“The implication is that about 40 per cent of petroleum products meant for distribution across the country
cannot be distributed,” he said.

The Command Information Officer, Western Naval Command, Lt. Commander A. Sani, said tanker drivers
cooperated with the command on the incident.

He said, “The drivers assisted us to evacuate the remains of the deceased and for about one hour we had to
clear the road.

“After that, they were allowed to use the route and continue with their legitimate businesses.”

He said the command had already met with the family of the deceased to condole with them, adding that the
deceased was a disciplined officer.

“He was dedicated and hard-working. What happened was unfortunate and as it is our custom, we have sent a
delegation to his burial.

“The navy commander has visited the family. We will ensure they get all that is due to them,” he added.
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