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“I encourage Nigerians to

SUCCE

Scores killed in Rlvers, Gombe

eleclmn matena]s in Opolo

problems,” hesaid.
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...as blasts rock Anambra, Enugu

CHUKWUDI AKASIKE
apd STANLEY OPARA

SION  heightened
in Rivers, Anambra
and Enugu states on
Saturday following bombings,
killings and arrests in some
polling units.

Ianers tg,aﬁdmrdﬂ-

by, suspected politial thugs at

polling centres in Ozuocha and

K[:::tem]]mﬂ'rea‘ﬁ_d_'[aﬂmr <

Government Areas

-

Areas of the sta
Sources said the gmuntm
opened fire where prospective
voters had gathered for
accreditation and that a bullet
hit the soldier, who died on the
spot.

Brigade Commander
Commander, 2 Brigade, Bon
Camp, Port Harcourt, Koko
Essien, confirmed the incident
when he spoke with Amaechi
in Ubima.

One of the cvilians,

_ Wona, was said to
have “shot dead while
waiting to be accredited ata
polling unit in Qzuoha .

The second civiian, who
like Wona, was a member of

the APC, was killed in Kpite,

Tai LGA.

P

carried out in Kpite and other

prove its claim.
The statement  read,
“Today’s (Saturday)

presidential and National
Assembly elections have turned
out to be a big nightmare for the
APC in Rivers State, with the
members being killed, attacked
and disenfranchised in various
parts of the state.

“Armed militias working
for the PDP have intensified
their killings of APC mf;nﬂ:ﬂs
Scores have already been
and several others :mrked for
elimination.

“This (Saturday) morming
in Kpite Town, Tai Ward 2
and other areas of the state,
five people were shot dead
by PDP’s armed militia, and
that was before accreditation
commenced.

“It is sad that the PDP an

contrary to the court ruling
forbidding the use of the Army
in this elections, there has
been a massive deployment of
soldiers in the state with clear
instruction to shoot at sight
any APC agent that refuses to
comply with the evil plot of the
PDPtDwnteﬁlerem]ttsofthe

It added that 99 other APC
members and leaders were
being held in various police
stations in the state.

The party also said that
at Ubima, result sheets were
“currently with Nyesom

Wike, the PDP governorship
candidate for the state.”

The
Communication,

Together

Director of
Greater

Campaign

,--'Sememtmm

Organisation, Ibim Semenitari,
condemned the development,
lamenting that some APC
leaders in the state had also
been marked for elimination.

statement said, “Armed
militias working for the PDP
have intensified their killings
of APC members. Scores have
already been killed and several
others marked for elimination.
“Specifically, the PDParmed
target APC strongholds

for attack wusing - heavy
gunfire. The Greater Together
Campaign Organisation, the
campaign outfit for Dr. Dakuku
Peterside, has condemned this
isit of terror on the state. .
“On Saturday moming
in Kpite Town, Tai Ward 2,
two peop

~ But the state Publicity™ );

Secretary of the PDP, Samuel
Nwanosike, told SUNDAY
PUNCH that his party
mmhers were not interested

In Enugu, there was
bomb blast at the polling unit

het"\

recorded in the incident but
the school building was badly
damaged.

One of the eyewitnesses,
Chinenye Ibe, said they were
shocked when the explosion
occurred and disrupted the

exercise.

Earlier, there was an

explosion at Onitsha South
which eyewitnesses said
injured a number of persons.
The Women Coordinator,
National
ign of the PDP , Joy
Emordi, said the Onitsha South
blast was unfortunate.
She called on the indigenes
, eleclmal officials and

vigilant.

that he was yet to get an

independent confirmation of
the blasts.

He said, “I pray these do
not derail the electoral process
here. Anambra State is a very

peaceful state and I don't know
why these are happening.”
Obazie, however, assured
Anambra indigenes that the
government of the state was on
of the situation.
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School, Enugu North LGA at | insurgents jn Dukku and |
about gam on Saturday. ,

The source of the explosionr | ' ] the
which made many prospect @ ETSOr
vuterstnﬂﬂewasmtlmmm 1d mjured 30 others 1in a
of 8pm. COMIMUE in the southern —

In Anambra State, voters |partof BamoSiate. |
who came for accreditation in Bormo State OVEINOor,
the morning at Ayomna Okpala | AThaji Kashim Shettima, who

School In Awka \lamented the incident, added |
scampered for safety following t several houses were also____
a bomb explosion there. by the terrorists.

No casualties were




