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The fate of a 10-year-old pupil of Command
Day Secondary School, llese, Ogun State,
Victoria Ibijoju, has remained uncertain after
she mysteriously went missing.
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PUNCH Metro learnt that while the school
management launched a search for the JSS
1 pupil, they came across a pile of bones in
her school uniform two weeks later.
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Her school bag, shoes and books were said
to have been found beside the bones in a

J_' bush around the school compound.
But the victim's father, Mr. Christopher
B e -

Ibijoju, insisted that the bones were not
those of his daughter.

Police extract; Victoria
| credits: Samson Folarin

Christopher, an IT engineer, told PUNCH
Metro that it was impossible that within two weeks that his daughter went missing, she would have
decomposed to the level that no flesh could be found.

He added that despite the heavy rain that fell in the area during the period, the bones he saw were very dry
and disjointed.

Our correspondent learnt that the victim, who stayed with guardians, Mr. and Mrs. Emuyibo, had gone missing
on June 23, 2014, after she did not return home from school.

Her father, who lives in the Ogijo area of the state, said he got a call from Mrs. Esther Emuyibo, on a Tuesday
that his daughter did not come home on Monday.

He said, “My daughter stayed with the Emuyibos and | usually send them money for her feeding and upkeep.
She was formerly staying with a teacher in the school, who found another job and asked us to keep her with
them.

“We never had any problem with them. On Tuesday, June 24, 2014, Mrs. Emuyibo called me that my girl had
yet to return from school.”

He said he went to the school the following day, where it was also confirmed by the school authorities.

The management of the school, the parents and guardians were said to have organised a search party to look
around the school.

Recent Comments

Most Commented

Fayose asks Buhari to quit
presidential race

You'll never be Awolowo, Bode
George tells Tinubu

Electricity meters now sell for
N60,000

.Y

from N100bn to N11bn

I hate violence — Patience Jonathan

FG slashes Works Ministry’s budget

What is happening in your area
Send information, picture or video to
punchonline@punchng.com

2

PUNC

Prosecute actors of Ekiti gov
poll rigging tape — Poll

More Posts...

‘Extra-


http://www.punchng.com/feed/
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=293
http://www.punchng.com/news/prosecute-actors-of-ekiti-gov-poll-rigging-tape-poll/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Punch-Newspapers/206270189411151
http://www.punchng.com/business/
http://www.punchng.com/
http://www.punchng.com/jobs
http://www.punchng.com/i-punch/
http://www.punchng.com/discuss
http://www.punchng.com/news/electricity-meters-now-sell-for-n60000/
http://www.punchng.com/health/
http://www.punchng.com/metro-plus/
https://plus.google.com/111005683599105953314
http://www.punchng.com/sports/
http://www.punchng.com/news/fg-slashes-works-ministrys-budget-from-n100bn-to-n11bn/
http://www.punchng.com/feature/
http://blogs.punchng.com/
http://www.punchng.com/
http://www.punchng.com/metro-plus/
http://www.punchng.com/politics/
http://www.punchng.com/news/fayose-asks-buhari-to-quit-presidential-race/
http://www.punchng.com/politics/youll-never-be-awolowo-bode-george-tells-tinubu/
http://www.punchng.com/news/i-hate-violence-patience-jonathan/
http://www.punchng.com/online-crew-diary/
http://www.punchng.com/education/
https://twitter.com/MobilePunch
http://www.punchng.com/news/prosecute-actors-of-ekiti-gov-poll-rigging-tape-poll/
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/
http://www.punchng.com/democracy-focus/
http://www.punchng.com/news/
http://www.punchng.com/
http://www.punchng.com/metro-plus/missing-schoolgirls-bones-found-two-weeks-after/?print=1
Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight

Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight

Vitus N. Ukoji
Highlight


They reportedly did not see her throughout that week.
Christopher said he also went to the Ilese Police Division to report the incident.

“The first Monday in July, the school administrative officer called me on the phone and said | should come
over to the school because he had seen something very terrible. He did not disclose what it was on the phone.

“When | got to the school, they told me my daughter had died. They took me to a place where we saw a pack
of bones in her uniform. Although her school bag, books and shoes were there, | told them it couldn’t have

been my daughter,” he added.

Our correspondent learnt that it was at that point that the school management disclosed that the victim had
followed her friend, who lived in the barracks, to her home on the fateful Monday she went missing.

PUNCH Metro gathered that the duo slept in the barracks that night, but as early as 6am, the victim was
asked to hurriedly leave because her friend did not inform her parents that she was bringing in a visitor.

It was learnt that she did not report in the school that morning.

After the bones, which Christopher vehemently rejected as his daughter’'s, were found, our correspondent was
told that the guardian, Mr. Victor Emuyibo, was arrested by the police.

He was said to have been transferred to the State Criminal Investigation Department, Eleweran.

The victim’s father explained that the bones were taken to the Olabisi Onabanjo University Teaching Hospital
for forensic test.

He said, “The bones were packed in a nylon bag; they were disjointed. They were taken to OOUTH. A
professor in the hospital, who examined them, said they could not be less than six months old. He, however,

suggested a forensic test which requires N1m.

“The police said they don’t have budget for it and | also don’t have the money. So, we don’t have any report on
it as we speak.”

The victim’s mother, Mrs. Funmilola Ibijoju, said the family believed their daughter was still alive.

She said this had been confirmed by spiritualists, adding that they had continued to pray and hope that she
would return home.

She said, “I know that my daughter is still alive. We appeal to the school management to use their power to
find out where she is.”

When contacted, the Commandant of the school, Captain Abubakar, said he was not aware of the case.

However, the immediate past commandant of the school, Lt. Col. Aliyu A.B. confirmed the incident and said
the school had handed over the case to the police.

He said, “The matter is with the police. Before | left the school in December, 2014, the police arrested the
guardian of the girl and detained him for some time and took the statements of everybody involved in the

case.

“They also invited everybody involved in the matter and they were taken to Abeokuta. The cantonment
commander was also involved and we did our best.”

When contacted, the victim’s guardian, Victor, declined comment.

He refused to talk over the phone and when our correspondent offered to come to his house, he also rejected
it.
The Ogun State Police Public Relations Officer, Muyiwa Adejobi, said he would get back to our correspondent

on the matter, but had yet to do so as of press time.
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2015 campaigns and glorification of mediocrity

In my experience of Nigerian presidential politics,
the ongoing presidential campaigns involving two
major candidates, President Goodluck Jonathan of
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