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Over  11  soldiers  and  scores  of  civilians
were  reportedly  killed  when  the  Boko
Haram  sect  attacked  the  army  base  in
Baga,  Borno  State  on  Saturday,  a
security  source  and  witnesses  said  on
Monday.

The  Islamists  attacked  the  northeastern
town  of  Baga  and  the  barracks  on  its
outskirts  on  Saturday,  potentially
providing a  launchpad  for more attacks  in
the  country  and  other  neighbouring
nations.

Lying  at  the  end  of  a  semi­desert  road,
Baga is the headquarters of a multinational
force comprising troops from Niger, Nigeria,
Chad and Cameroon.

Soldiers  and  civilians  had  fled  the  town
after the attack on the Army base.

Unconfirmed  report  also  said  that  18
female soldiers attached to the base were feared dead as they had not been found since the invasion.

The  group’s  five  year  insurgency  to  establish  an  Islamic  state  has  killed  many  thousands  in  Africa’s  top
economy and most populous nation. More  than 10,000 died  in  the violence  last year,  the Council on Foreign
Relations says.

Witnesses who escaped to the bush said they ran past the bodies of soldiers and civilians along the way.

“I was hiding on a  tree  top since  that Saturday night until  this morning at 3 a.m.,” Abubakar Usman, a Baga
resident, told Reuters by telephone.

“Women in a nearby house brought us water and food … We snuck out and on our way, we saw lots of dead
soldiers and 10 bodies of women.”

A military  source  said at  least  11  soldiers had been killed along with a  large number of  civilians around  the
town, which was still in the militants’ hands on Monday.

He said  they  set  fire  to houses and shot at  residents as  they  tried  to  flee. The military did not  immediately
respond to a request for official comment.

“They are still  there and many people (civilians) mostly women, children and aged one are still  trapped in the
town,” a man who works between the city of Maiduguri and Baga said.

Another witness, who gave his name only as Yusuf, said he tripped and fell as he tried to flee the town. When
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he got up, he saw about 20 bodies scattered along the ground where he was.

On Saturday, it was reported that the sect killed 15 people when they attacked a bus in Cameroon.
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“I say again, whoever that person may be, I
want you to get that correctly. If this country is
going to change for the better, it must start from
the top and if it’s going to be otherwise, it must
start from the top too."

Former President Olusegun Obasanjo,  saying
Nigeria is currently facing economic problems due
to the failure of the present administration to plan
for a rainy day.

� Facebook 28 � Twitter 21 � Google+

ToyotaToyota Camry 1999
SilverIbadanFind out more₦ 1,000,000.00

MazdaMazda 3 Yellow
2002IbadanFind out more₦ 800,000.00

ToyotaToyota Camry 2002

http://www.punchng.com/news/lagos-pdp-prays-for-nigeria/
http://www.punchng.com/news/obasanjo-meets-women-leaders-blasts-jonathan/
http://www.punchng.com/news/13-die-in-bauchi-jos-road-auto-crash/
http://www.punchng.com/news/insecurity-jonathan-meets-north-east-govs-service-chiefs/
http://www.punchng.com/news/tunisia-jails-blogger-over-facebook-posts/
http://www.punchng.com/news/tunisia-jails-blogger-over-facebook-posts/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/news/tunisia-jails-blogger-over-facebook-posts/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=565
http://www.punchng.com/news/insecurity-jonathan-meets-north-east-govs-service-chiefs/#comments
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.punchng.com%2Fnews%2F11-soldiers-died-in-baga-army-base-attack%2F&t=11%20soldiers%20died%20in%20Baga%20Army%20base%20attack
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.punchng.com%2Fnews%2F11-soldiers-died-in-baga-army-base-attack%2F&t=11%20soldiers%20died%20in%20Baga%20Army%20base%20attack
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/viewpoint/come-and-see-a-senate-building/
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=574
mailto:editor@punchng.com
http://www.punchng.com/latest
http://www.punchng.com/news/lagos-pdp-prays-for-nigeria/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/news/insecurity-jonathan-meets-north-east-govs-service-chiefs/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/news/recovered-us-drone-in-philippines-not-for-surveillance-military/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/news/tunisia-jails-blogger-over-facebook-posts/
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/viewpoint/come-and-see-a-senate-building/
http://www.punchng.com/news/13-die-in-bauchi-jos-road-auto-crash/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/news/insecurity-jonathan-meets-north-east-govs-service-chiefs/
http://www.punchng.com/news/insecurity-jonathan-meets-north-east-govs-service-chiefs/
http://www.punchng.com/news/lagos-pdp-prays-for-nigeria/
http://twitter.com/home?status=11%20soldiers%20died%20in%20Baga%20Army%20base%20attack%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.punchng.com%2Fnews%2F11-soldiers-died-in-baga-army-base-attack%2F%20@MobilePunch
http://www.punchng.com/news/recovered-us-drone-in-philippines-not-for-surveillance-military/
http://www.punchng.com/news/tunisia-jails-blogger-over-facebook-posts/

