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Four  members  of  the  same  family–  a
father,  mother  and  their  two  kids–  have
been  crushed  to  death  by  a  truck  laden
with bags of rice.

The accident was said  to have happened
along the Iwo­Ibadan Road in Osun State.

A  passenger  in  a  commercial  bus,  who
witnessed  the  accident,  told  our
correspondent  in Osogbo  on Sunday  that
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Olumide  Bankole;  their
children,  Sharon  and  Shama,  were
crushed  to  death  by  the  truck  which  lost
control  in an attempt to avoid running into
a queue of  vehicles on  the  road due  to a
police checkpoint.

The  eyewitness,  who  identified  himself  as
Leke Okunola,  said  rescuers  at  the  scene
learnt  that  the  family  was  traveling  from
Ogbomoso  in  Oyo  State  to  Ibadan  when
the  accident  occurred  around  Odo  Oba
River on Christmas Eve.

He said the car in which the Bankoles were travelling was coming from Iwo and heading towards Ibadan, while
the truck was coming from Ibadan.

The  eyewitness  blamed  the  accident  on  the  police  checkpoint,  saying  if  the  road  block  was  not  there,  the
accident would have been avoided.

Okunola said,  “The car  in which  the victims were  travelling was coming  from the opposite direction and after
the police had checked him, he moved, but a trailer which was loaded with bags of rice lost control and fell on
the car.

“The truck was on top speed. The driver saw a  long queue of vehicles caused by the police checkpoint. The
driver did not want to ram into the vehicles on the queue and veered off the lane. That was when the car was
cleared to go.

“The driver of the car saw the truck and drove into the bush. The truck driver, however, lost control and fell on
the car.

“The driver of the car, his wife and two children, including a baby, were all dead by the time they were rescued
from under the truck.”

He  added  that  the  victims were  trapped  under  the  truck  for  close  to  five  hours  before  their mangled  bodies
were removed by rescuers.
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A  lady, who was said  to have been given a  free  ride by  the  family, was said  to have survived, but her hand
was reportedly chopped while being pulled out from the wreckage.

Okunola added that some chickens  inside the boot of  the car survived the tragic accident and flew out when
rescuers opened the boot.

The Chairman of the Non Academic Staff Union at the Osun State University, Mr. Isaiah Fayemi, who is an in­
law to the Bankoles, said the family had been thrown into deep mourning since the accident happened.

He called on  the  Inspector General  of Police, Mr. Suleiman Abba, and  the Commissioner of Police  in Osun
State, Mr. Abubakar Marafa, to investigate the cause of the accident and punish whoever was found culpable.

Fayemi said, “I  learnt  that  the accident was caused by a police checkpoint. We will  involve our  lawyer  in  the
case. We want  the police  to  investigate  the  cause of  the accident.  I was  told  that  two policemen had been
arrested for the tragedy.”

The  Police  Public  Relations Officer  in Osun  State, Mrs.  Folasade Odoro,  said  investigation  into  the matter
was ongoing.

Also, the Sector Commander of the Federal Road Safety Corps in Osun State, Mr. Mohammed Hussein, said
the accident did not happen within his area of jurisdiction.

He said that the area where the accident happened fell under the jurisdiction of the Mokola Unit in Oyo State.

Copyright PUNCH.
All rights reserved. This material, and other digital content on this website, may not be reproduced, published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed in whole or in part without prior express written permission from PUNCH.

Contact: editor@punchng.com

Ogun PDP lawmaker defects to Labour Party
12:43 / 8 Comments

Rescue operations continue in Zimbabwe floods
11:33 / Comments

Hollande rules out French intervention in Libya
10:39 / 2 Comments

Footballer killed in Russia
10:09 / 1 Comment

More »

Read 10,607 times

More Stories in News

Columnists

Why Nigeria must stop
treasury bills scam!
In last week’s article, we
discussed why inclusive
economic growth is made
unattainable in Nigeria by the

awkward process which…
Read More

“Such characters as Dokubo­Asari with such
conflicting utterances should not be allowed to
walk the streets freely by the security
operatives.”

Patron, Middle Belt Forum, Amb. Yohanna Margif,
reacting to inflammatory utterances by the leader of
the Niger­Delta Peoples Volunteer Force, Alhaji
Mujaheed Dokubo­Asari

� Facebook 30 � Twitter 33 � Google+

http://www.punchng.com/news/soccer-player-killed-in-russia-2/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/news/rescue-operations-continue-in-zimbabwe-floods/
http://www.punchng.com/news/hollande-rules-out-french-intervention-in-libya/#comments
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.punchng.com%2Fnews%2Ftruck-crushes-parents-two-kids-to-death%2F&t=Truck%20crushes%20parents%2C%20two%20kids%20to%20death
http://www.punchng.com/news/hollande-rules-out-french-intervention-in-libya/
mailto:editor@punchng.com
http://www.punchng.com/news/ogun-pdp-lawmaker-defects-to-labour-party/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=565
http://www.punchng.com/news/mbf-wants-dokubo-asari-arrested/
http://www.punchng.com/latest
http://www.punchng.com/news/rescue-operations-continue-in-zimbabwe-floods/#comments
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.punchng.com%2Fnews%2Ftruck-crushes-parents-two-kids-to-death%2F&t=Truck%20crushes%20parents%2C%20two%20kids%20to%20death
http://twitter.com/home?status=Truck%20crushes%20parents%2C%20two%20kids%20to%20death%20http%3A%2F%2Fwww.punchng.com%2Fnews%2Ftruck-crushes-parents-two-kids-to-death%2F%20@MobilePunch
http://www.punchng.com/news/soccer-player-killed-in-russia-2/
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/viewpoint/why-nigeria-must-stop-treasury-bills-scam/
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/viewpoint/why-nigeria-must-stop-treasury-bills-scam/
http://www.punchng.com/news/ogun-pdp-lawmaker-defects-to-labour-party/

