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No fewer than seven persons were feared

dead after hoodlums stormed a community i} % Stay away from Rivers schools,

in the Lekki Phase 1, Eti-Osa Local A 4 Amaechi tells FG

Government Area, Lagos, and razed about

500 cabins. Jonathan has failed the North, says

jl ACF

It was learnt that the assailants had laid

siege to the community named Otodo n'ine

Gbame while a large number of its residents PU
had left for their places of work. ey —Extl'a---
Those that were around reportedly scampered for safety as the attackers chased them with weapons and set Brldge
about 500 cabins ablaze, including homes, churches and schools. One of the men who were trying to put out construction:
the fire was said to have been shot and hacked with cutlasses. Others sustained various degrees of injuries. Akute

residents

Four-year-old twins and a three-month-old baby were reported to have been trapped in the inferno, while four lament

other children were still missing as of the time of filing this report.

More stories

Our correspondent further gathered that the hoodlums were led by one Wasiu. The alleged ring leader,
PUNCH Metro learnt, had ordered the residents to leave the community, claiming that it belonged to his family.

On a visit to the community on Friday, PUNCH Metro observed traces of blood, broken bottles, burnt clothes

and household items entangled in the rubble of the cabins, while some residents were busy searching for one Eam m]k E\EI'\[ 10 Business [hfsl
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The Baale of the community, Hunpe Dansu, said the community was still searching for four missing children. q
He stated further that the invasion was reported at the Jakande Police Station and the Divisional Police Officer,

adding that no policeman had visited the place.

He said, “They set our buildings ablaze. We don’t know our offence. Apart from the three children that were
trapped in the inferno and one man they shot dead, four other children are still missing. s“.n Ie

]ust simple pips dallv

One of the victims, Azanpo Boniface, said, “I was trying to put out the fire in my building when they attacked
me.”

Another victim, Banabas Wetewu, who was hacked in the cheek, could not speak. Sympathisers said the cut
penetrated into his mouth.

WHEN MACHINES

COMMUNICATE,
An eyewitness, Anasu Emmanuel, said, “They were like Boko Haram people. | managed to take some pictures THE WORLD IS ON|T | ME
and record some videos. | saw the twins and a baby in the fire but | could not help or else | would have been SEE WHAT ELSE GE IS WORKING ON >
killed too. Their mothers were confused trying to pick one or two things. We don’t even know their whereabouts
since the incident happened.”

Residents also said that the attackers exploited the confusion to steal some of their valuables.

A food seller, who identified herself simply as lya Ibadan, said all that she had accumulated for 10 years had
been shattered by the assailants.
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She said, “This is my tenth year in Lagos. All my property had been spoilt. | don’t have anything left.”

A bar operator, Joseph Idisu, said a plasma television, laptop and beers worth N32,000 were stolen from his
bar.

Another resident, Ogechi Diminic, said, “My sisters and | were at our places of work when we received a call
that the place was on fire. Before any of us could get home, all our property had been burnt. The only things we
have left are the dresses we are putting on now.”

A youth leader in the community, Mr. Samson Sose, said Wasiu had been evacuating sand from their
surroundings for supply and wanted them to vacate the land to expand his activity.

“He wants us to leave so that he can have enough sand to sell. For the fear of other attacks, people have
started packing out already even though they don’t have anywhere to go to,” he said.

Efforts to speak with Wasiu proved abortive. However, a man who said he was Wasiu’s uncle, and identified
himself as Chief Segun, said the community was part of their family land. He added that Wasiu was not the
person that attacked the area.

He said, “There is no community like Otodo Gbame. The youth in that area are armed robbers and hooligans. |
learnt there was fighting and some people were injured. Wasiu did not lead any gang and nobody was killed.”

The council Chairman, Mr. Anofiu Elegushi, said Wasiu and others had gone to the community, which he
described as a black spot, to sanitise it.

“The place is a security threat to people. They were accommodated there on temporary basis after they were
displaced from the Banana Island. Wasiu and other boys only went for sanitisation. It was unfortunate that it
turned to violence. Nobody died though people were injured,” he said.

Calls made to the Lagos State Police spokesperson, Ngozi Braide rang out. She had also yet to reply to the
messages sent to her phones.

Copyright PUNCH.
All rights reserved. This material, and other digital content on this website, may not be reproduced, published,

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed in whole or in part without prior express written permission from PUNCH.

Contact: editor@punchng.com

Earn N17,000 or N40,000 every 10 business days. CLICK HERE
NOW.A&A All payment made to your bank account. Call 09031737771.
GUARANTEED!

Very Lucrative Internet & Telecom Businesses, Laptops And Loans. Click
Now!!!

You may also like -

|
Iraq: French PM in

[UPDATE] 50 die in
Iraq to boost support Synagogue church

Black Scorpion,
Benjamin Adekunle,
dies at 78

At 100, I do my chores Seven senior
myself — Ex-politician Brotherhood figures

against IS building collapse asked to leave Qatar

’ LATEST NEWS

I'm still in charge, Fayemi tells PDP
15:31 /Comments

NSCDC plans new ways to curb pipeline vandalism
15:24 / Comments

http://www.punchng.com/metro-plus/seven-feared-dead-as-hoodlums-invade-lekki-community/

Seven feared dead as hoodlums invade Lekki community

ACCOUNT
. OPENING
JUST GOT
' ONLINE.

§. Open an account online

Get Started

Columnists

Greed and the N65 ATM levy
The financial PUNCH section
of The PUNCH, Monday,
September 8, 2014, carried a
story titled, “12 banks earn
N1.4tnin...

Read More

"

Branches

Nationwide

Learn more

WHAT ARE YOU

MADE OF? [

TELL THE WORLD

MADE OF BLACK

Cemg i ¢
N

HOT FOR SALE TO PERSONS UNDER LEGAL PURCHASE AGE.
PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY.

2/4


http://www.punchng.com/news/im-still-in-charge-fayemi-tells-pdp/
http://www.punchng.com/news/im-still-in-charge-fayemi-tells-pdp/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/news/nscdc-plans-new-ways-to-curb-pipeline-vandalism/
http://www.punchng.com/news/nscdc-plans-new-ways-to-curb-pipeline-vandalism/#comments
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/viewpoint/greed-and-the-n65-atm-levy/
http://www.punchng.com/opinion/viewpoint/greed-and-the-n65-atm-levy/
http://www.punchng.com/news/iraq-french-pm-in-iraq-to-boost-support-against-is/
http://www.punchng.com/news/synagogue-church-building-collapses-many-feared-dead/
http://www.punchng.com/news/benjamin-adekunle-is-dead/
http://www.punchng.com/feature/octogenarian/at-100-i-do-my-chores-myself-ex-politician/
http://www.punchng.com/news/seven-senior-brotherhood-figures-asked-to-leave-qatar/

