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No fewer than 40 people, including six members of the same family,   drowned on Wednesday morning in the

Ibi Local Government Area of Taraba State when a boat conveying them capsized.

The victims were said to be fleeing  Dampa village following an attack   by over 100 gunmen from the

neighbouring Plateau State.

The incident happened as news filtered in that   20 people were feared dead in Tuesday night’s pipeline

explosion in Ilado, Takwa Bay area of Lagos State.

One of our correspondents gathered that the majority of those who died in the boat accident were children,

women and the elderly.

An eyewitness told journalists that “when the boat they ( residents) were trying to escape in capsized, the

majority of those who could not swim, especially children, women and the elderly drowned. Six of them are

members of the same family.”

The LGA Chairman, Adamu Ishaka, who confirmed the incident said, “When the attackers stormed the village,

people started running away.”

Ishaka added that the gunmen caused the accident by shooting “several bullets at the boat conveying the

people across the river.”

He said that marine police had been drafted to the area, adding that   he was   awaiting police report.

The Police Public Relations Officer,   Joseph Kwaji,   said the command had drafted policemen to the area,

stressing that efforts would be put in place to track the gunmen.

The latest incident came on the heels of last Sunday’s ethno-religious clashes in Wukari and Ibi LGAs   in

which   15 people lost their lives.

In Lagos, eyewitnesses told The PUNCH   that the bodies of the 20   victims of the Ilado explosion were blown

apart.

It was gathered that many residents of the community had gone to scoop fuel from a vandalised   Nigerian

National Petroleum Corporation pipeline, thereby causing   the blast.

A resident of the area, who pleaded anonymity, said he was   about going to the scene to join others when he

heard a loud explosion.

He said, “I was also tempted to go to that area that night. In fact, I was on my way to the area when the

explosion occurred.

“When we visited the place, there were so many bodies blown apart. All we saw were the   charred bodies of

people on the ground. It was terrible. Those who died should be over 20. Their bodies have been buried in a

shallow grave near the scene of the blast.
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He added that a man he identified simply as Peter, was the brains behind the vandalised   pipeline.

The PUNCH however learnt   from an official source that the vandals broke a pipeline and were tapping fuel

when a disagreement ensued between them.

He said that in process, “something happened” that resulted in the pipeline exploding.

It was gathered that officials of the NNPC expended 30,000 litres of water on the inferno before it subsided

around 10am on Wednesday.

Another resident of the area told one of our correspondents that nine of those who sustained   injuries were

taken to an undisclosed hospital.

A family member of one of the victims said one of those who died in the explosion had last December lost his

wife and children to a fire accident.

He said, “That incident happened around December, last year. He kept gallons of petrol in his house. There

was a fire   in the night and his wife and children died.

“Instead of learning his lesson, he still continued the illegal business. And now, he’s dead too.”

The Spokesperson for the National Emergency Management Agency, South-West, Ibrahim Farinloye, said,

“Vandals punctured a pipeline at Takwa Bay. It exploded around 12 midnight.

“Valves and supplies have been shut down to suffocate the fire. Safety officials from the NNPC Atlas Cove base

put out the fire around 10am.”

Meanwhile,   two people were injured in the Bogoro LGA of Bauchi State   by gunmen suspected to be cattle

rearers.

The   Public Relations Officer of the state Police Command,   Haruna Mohammed,   said, “The gunmen

suspected to be cattle rearers trespassed on the farmlands in Bogoro and a disagreement ensued between

them and the villagers.

“In the process, one Simon Laichau and Ahmadu Samaila were shot by the assailants in the legs and the

gunmen escaped to an unknown destination,” he said.

He also said that two   suspected cult members were     arrested by a vigilance group close to the hills of

Salon Kaura in Yelwa while initiating new members of the Black  Axe.

He gave the names of the two as   Emmanuel Sunday(21) and   Kingsley Osabere(23 of   the   Abubakar

Tafawa Balewa University, Bauchi.

The Group General Manager, Group Public Affairs Division of the NNPC, Ohi Alegbe,   told The PUNCH on the

telephone that the explosion did not affect the Atlas Cove Jetty.

According to him, one of the pipelines connected to the facility was vandalised at Ilado, an act that   resulted in

the fire that was contained in the early hours of Wednesday.

“Immediately the fire occurred, supply through the pipeline was stopped and the fire put out. This currently has

no effect on the supply of products,” Alegbe said.

Copyright PUNCH.

All rights reserved. This material, and other digital content on this website, may not be reproduced, published,

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed in whole or in part without prior express written permission from PUNCH.

Contact: editor@punchng.com

Categories

Select Category

Q1 - WhiteShop Now!₦ 17,995 X Dual Sim - BlackShop Now!₦ 19,200

You may also like -

mailto:editor@punchng.com
http://www.punchng.com/temp/regional-autonomy-or-nothing-yoruba-groups/
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=443
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=442
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=435
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=33
http://eu-sonar.sociomantic.com/js/2010-07-01/action/click?aid=google-eu&fpc=8626560432212639930&aaid=3327974676755981819&size=3&cid=457&gid=2944&ref=www.punchng.com&ao=%5B%7B%22id%22%3A%223240085562697799577%22%2C%22fsize%22%3A22%7D%5D&cachebuster=1403178027&url=http%3A%2F%2Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%2Faclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC5gRNLcyiU-rrDo__8QOh1YEghbfurgOlwZ22bcCNtwEQASAAUIDH4cQEYLe8g4X0MIIBF2NhLXB1Yi03MTY3ODYzNTI5NjY3MDY1yAEJqQKKvFpmAMy2PqgDAaoEnQFP0JCUxEhK45tOilnzJorCCdpe6gXiEfYtv7a2IMtmF6-EjasZOgylOeYxdxWy8QhEDRmqdk30Mfxy9YYFOIu_LiD32_eOgsZdEjrc_nRGQ8srdpnizqTN_qEkBu1xQYoKMFoDMlgC0zVTQ3UzTcHGvYbUV58qUHl7c1MHr6V35V9EqHSmN83Edxp6ASgrHVmLqlxtyZHMco1kOTzbgAbIxubBmpL1_lqgBiE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_03v9H0q4qPXMRkroCbW2P5SsdKjQ%26client%3Dca-pub-7167863529667065%26adurl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.econda-monitor.de%252Flink%252Fst%253Femkd%253D2235083%2526pbid%253D1%2526advid%253D420%2526campaign%253Dfeed%25252Fen%25252F81303%25252Fsociomantic%25252FTE339ELABHP6NGAMZ%2526target%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.jumia.com.ng%25252FQ1---White-69594.html%25253Futm_content%25253DTE339ELABHP6NGAMZ%252526wt_re%25253DNG.Retargeting.Sociomantic.Sociomantic_Retargeting.NC%252526utm_term%25253DNC%252526utm_source%25253DSociomantic%252526utm_medium%25253DRetargeting%252526utm_campaign%25253DSociomantic_Retargeting.NC
http://eu-sonar.sociomantic.com/js/2010-07-01/action/click?aid=google-eu&fpc=8626560432212639930&aaid=3327974676755981819&size=3&cid=457&gid=2944&ref=www.punchng.com&ao=%5B%7B%22id%22%3A%222531372652117845961%22%2C%22fsize%22%3A22%7D%5D&cachebuster=1403178027&url=http%3A%2F%2Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%2Faclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC5gRNLcyiU-rrDo__8QOh1YEghbfurgOlwZ22bcCNtwEQASAAUIDH4cQEYLe8g4X0MIIBF2NhLXB1Yi03MTY3ODYzNTI5NjY3MDY1yAEJqQKKvFpmAMy2PqgDAaoEnQFP0JCUxEhK45tOilnzJorCCdpe6gXiEfYtv7a2IMtmF6-EjasZOgylOeYxdxWy8QhEDRmqdk30Mfxy9YYFOIu_LiD32_eOgsZdEjrc_nRGQ8srdpnizqTN_qEkBu1xQYoKMFoDMlgC0zVTQ3UzTcHGvYbUV58qUHl7c1MHr6V35V9EqHSmN83Edxp6ASgrHVmLqlxtyZHMco1kOTzbgAbIxubBmpL1_lqgBiE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_03v9H0q4qPXMRkroCbW2P5SsdKjQ%26client%3Dca-pub-7167863529667065%26adurl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.econda-monitor.de%252Flink%252Fst%253Femkd%253D2235083%2526pbid%253D1%2526advid%253D420%2526campaign%253Dfeed%25252Fen%25252F81303%25252Fsociomantic%25252FNO891ELAC52QNGAMZ%2526target%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.jumia.com.ng%25252FX-Dual-Sim---Black-99890.html%25253Futm_content%25253DNO891ELAC52QNGAMZ%252526wt_re%25253DNG.Retargeting.Sociomantic.Sociomantic_Retargeting.NC%252526utm_term%25253DNC%252526utm_source%25253DSociomantic%252526utm_medium%25253DRetargeting%252526utm_campaign%25253DSociomantic_Retargeting.NC
http://eu-sonar.sociomantic.com/js/2010-07-01/action/click?aid=google-eu&fpc=8626560432212639930&aaid=3327974676755981819&size=3&cid=457&gid=2944&ref=www.punchng.com&ao=%5B%7B%22id%22%3A%222823159170507499339%22%2C%22fsize%22%3A22%7D%5D&cachebuster=1403178027&url=http%3A%2F%2Fadclick.g.doubleclick.net%2Faclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DC5gRNLcyiU-rrDo__8QOh1YEghbfurgOlwZ22bcCNtwEQASAAUIDH4cQEYLe8g4X0MIIBF2NhLXB1Yi03MTY3ODYzNTI5NjY3MDY1yAEJqQKKvFpmAMy2PqgDAaoEnQFP0JCUxEhK45tOilnzJorCCdpe6gXiEfYtv7a2IMtmF6-EjasZOgylOeYxdxWy8QhEDRmqdk30Mfxy9YYFOIu_LiD32_eOgsZdEjrc_nRGQ8srdpnizqTN_qEkBu1xQYoKMFoDMlgC0zVTQ3UzTcHGvYbUV58qUHl7c1MHr6V35V9EqHSmN83Edxp6ASgrHVmLqlxtyZHMco1kOTzbgAbIxubBmpL1_lqgBiE%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_03v9H0q4qPXMRkroCbW2P5SsdKjQ%26client%3Dca-pub-7167863529667065%26adurl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.econda-monitor.de%252Flink%252Fst%253Femkd%253D2235083%2526pbid%253D1%2526advid%253D420%2526campaign%253Dfeed%25252Fen%25252F81303%25252Fsociomantic%25252FTE339ELABWYPNGAMZ%2526target%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.jumia.com.ng%25252FPhantom-A3---Black-89377.html%25253Futm_content%25253DTE339ELABWYPNGAMZ%252526wt_re%25253DNG.Retargeting.Sociomantic.Sociomantic_Retargeting.NC%252526utm_term%25253DNC%252526utm_source%25253DSociomantic%252526utm_medium%25253DRetargeting%252526utm_campaign%25253DSociomantic_Retargeting.NC

