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Lagos banker dies in police custody
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An employee of Ecobank, Babatunde Oke,

on Thursday, died in the custody of the

Falomo Police Divisional Headquarters in

Lagos, after he was detained for three days

over his alleged involvement in a N1.2m

fraud.

Oke, who is survived by a wife and two

children, was said to have worked at the

Ogba, Lagos branch of the bank.

Though the real cause of his death is yet to

be ascertained, witnesses said he slumped

at the police station after taking a soft drink.

According to a media consultant, David Ekpo, who wrote about Oke’s death on social media, the deceased

had paid part of the missing money before he was arrested by the police.

The lawyer to the deceased, Femi Olatunde, also said the Ikoyi police station had demanded the he paid the

sum of N1m before he would be released on bail.

Olatunde said, “I was at the police stattion before they brought him there at about 7:30pm on Tuesday, the

police refused to grant him bail. They said we must bring N1m. This was a case of fraud involving about N1.2m.

The following day, his father came from Abeokuta and they told him the same thing. I negotiated with them and

they brought their demand down to N600,000. The father told me that he was going to bring N100,000 and I

was to make arrangements to get N100,000. I spoke with him on the phone around 12:45pm on Thursday and

30 minutes later, was told he was dead.

“They said he drank a bottle of soft drink before he started convulsing and then slumped. When I saw his body,

red substance was coming out of his mouth. The autopsy will come out on Tuesday, so we cannot conclude

for now.”

 The deceased’s immediate younger brother, Seun Oke, corroborated the lawyer’s account and added that he

was at the police station when his brother died.

He faulted the bank for freezing the deceased’s children’s account, making it difficult for his wife to withdraw

money for their upkeep.

He said, “Tunde’s wife also works with Ecobank. When I got to the police station on Thursday, I saw him and

we spoke. I was telling him it was wrong for the bank to freeze the kids’ account. It’s actually against the law. I

know because I’m also a banker. They did not allow the wife who is a signatory to the account to withdraw from

it. He called his wife’s phone to tell her to call the man that was supposed to give the lawyer money, but she

didn’t pick her phone.. So, he called the man himself. Later, they asked him to enter another room where other

suspects were kept. Then, my mum said we should go to the ATM to get more money.”

Oke added that he and his mother waited outside the police station for the lawyer to come with the money,
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when he saw a van taking his brother to the hospital.

He said, “I spotted my brother’s shirt and saw that he was lying down in the van, unconscious. I ran and

flagged them down. They allowed me enter, when they knew I was his brother.  He was lying almost lifeless. I

saw him making little movements on our way to the hospital. He was foaming; some substance and blood were

coming out of his mouth. When we got to the hospital, he was pronounced dead.

“When I went back to the hospital, they told me that when he entered that room, he saw somebody drinking a

soft drink and he asked a lady in the stattion to buy one for him too.Then he uncorked the bottle, put the cork

in his pocket and drank from the bottle. He then started convulsing and slumped. I suspect  foul play.”

Wife of the deceased, Ebun Oke, told our correspondent on the telephone that the police cannot claim

ignorance.

She said, “I spoke with my husband on Tuesday, he was healthy and strong. His family members were with

him on that Thursday when he was supposed to be given bail because we had already arranged how we will

pay the rest of the money, only for them to tell us he was dead. I don’t know what they did to my husband.”

Mother of the deceased said she was with Babatunde on the day of the incident and did not suspect anything

until he was brought out from the station on a stretcher.

A close friend of the deceased, Olukunke Falade, described him as easy-going.

He said, “Tunde and I grew up together in the same area in Onipanu, Lagos. Our families were close. His mum

and my mum were friends and his dad and my dad were friends too. We both attended Obafemi Awolowo

University, Ife. Though he got to Ife before me because he was older than me.

“I saw him last about three years ago at a wedding. I knew Tunde as a smart guy. His education was fast. He

had double promotions in primary school. He was easy going and never troublesome. He was a good Muslim.”

A member of the Brand and Communication Unit of the bank, Austin Osokpor, told SUNDAY PUNCH, that the

deceased had admitted to committing the fraud and the bank reported to the police as was required by law.

He said, “There was an ATM fraud,  it was traced and it was found out that it was him. He admitted it. The

police was informed as is normally done and he was taken to the police station. The family said they didn’t

want him to be prosecuted. Instead of going to court, they wanted to refund the money.

“The parents brought money that Thursday, but they said they would wait for the lawyer to come before

handing it to the police. They were still waiting when he said he wanted a drink. After he drank it, he slumped

and when the policemen could not resuscitate him, he was taken to Falomo Police Hospital where he died.”

Osokpor said the bank immediately ordered for an autopsy.

When contacted on Saturday, the state Police Public Relations Officer, Ngozi Braide, refuted claims that Oke

was tortured to death. Braide said the deceased drank a soft drink before he slumped.

Copyright PUNCH.

All rights reserved. This material, and other digital content on this website, may not be reproduced, published,

broadcast, rewritten or redistributed in whole or in part without prior express written permission from PUNCH.

Contact: editor@punchng.com

World’s oldest Holocaust survivor dies in UK

13:44 / Comments

Information Technology

Resourcery, EMC to address
data storage needs

Information Technology firm in West Africa,

Resourcery, in partnership with EMC, a global

player in … [Read More...]

The Punch Newspa…

+ 427

Follow +1

MIN ₦  MAX ₦   Search 

Any Make

Any Model

Nissan Pathfinder

Lagos, ₦ 1,700,000/- Neg.

Honda Accord

Lagos, ₦ 3,100,000/- Neg.

Toyota Yaris

Lagos, ₦ 1,700,000/- Neg.

Land Rover Range Rover Sport

IG’s w ife urges

support for slain

policemen’s w idows

Three teenagers

arraigned for

attempted rape

Wife killer, Arowolo,

gets death sentence

Five Nigerians among

hijacked Ethiopian

Airlines plane

passengers

Alleged wife killer to

know fate on Friday

You may also like -

http://www.cheki.com.ng/for-sale/2004-nissan-pathfinder-lagos-nigeria-a93242.html?utm_source=punchng&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
http://www.cheki.com.ng/for-sale/2009-honda-accord-lagos-nigeria-a93240.html?utm_source=punchng&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
http://www.cheki.com.ng/for-sale/2007-toyota-yaris-lagos-nigeria-a93233.html?utm_source=punchng&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
http://www.cheki.com.ng/for-sale/2007-land-rover-range-rover-sport-lagos-nigeria-a93289.html?utm_source=punchng&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=widget300x350
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=33
http://www.punchng.com/business/technology/resourcery-emc-to-address-data-storage-needs/
http://www.punchng.com/business/technology/resourcery-emc-to-address-data-storage-needs/
http://www.punchng.com/?wpbrmethod=ad&hit=Y&id=295
http://www.punchng.com/news/igs-wife-urges-support-for-slain-policemens-widows/
http://www.punchng.com/court-metro/three-teenagers-arraigned-for-attempted-rape/
http://www.punchng.com/news/wife-killer-arowolo-gets-death-sentence/
http://www.punchng.com/foreign-metro/five-nigerians-among-hijacked-ethiopian-airlines-plane-passengers/
http://www.punchng.com/news/alleged-wife-killer-to-know-fate-on-friday/

