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Ritual Killing: Police arraign driver for kidnapping, stealing
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Paul, a driver who was accused of being a
kidnapper and ritual killer by a woman in his
area, was on Monday, arraigned before a
Somolu Magistrate’s Court on two counts of
kidnapping and stealing.

PUNCH Metro had on January 27, 2014,
reported that Tope Ismail, a resident of
Anuoluwapo Street Somolu had on
Saturday, accosted Paul while he was
washing his car outside his home at
Sodeke Street, Somolu.

Paul, during his arrest and Ismail.
| credits: Comfort Oseghale

Ismail reportedly raised the alarm and told
neighbours that Paul was the driver of a
commercial bus that had on January 21, 2014, kidnapped her and about 10 others. The bus, said to have been
headed for Yaba, allegedly took a detour to an unknown destination after its occupants became unconscious
after boarding the bus.

She allegedly regained consciousness when her captors touched her with an object. Ismail was taken away
from the scene soon after; she was the only passenger in the bus who reportedly regained her freedom.

The Onipanu Police Division was alerted by the community development association chairman when it became
apparent that Ismail was not ready to let Paul go.

At Court 12, Somolu Magistrate’s Court, curious residents thronged the premises to watch events unfold at
Paul’s arraignment.

It was learnt that some residents who were upset that the police failed to investigate Ismail’s claims of ritual
killing before taking Paul to court, alerted the Office of the Public Defender. Two lawyers later arrived from the
OPD to take matters up on Ismail’s behalf.

A closed door meeting between the Magistrate, Mrs. B.O. Osunsanmi, Paul’'s lawyer, the police prosecutor,
ASP Adegoke, and the OPD lawyers was held after the lawyers from the OPD had earlier met with Adegoke
over the issue. The meeting took place before the court sitting.

When the court finally began its proceedings, Osunsanmi directed Ismail to go back to the Onipanu Police
Division and give her statement; the police had only taken statements from Paul.

She adjourned the case to Feburary 6, 2014, to enable the police bring the proper charge before the court.
She ruled that Paul should be remanded at lkoyi prison.
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