local government chairmen, vice chairmen and councillors in Uyo... on Thursday.

(| Threekilled, 30 vehicles burnt in Yoruba-Hausa clash

Segun Olatunji,
Abeokuta

BLOODY clash between

ome Hausa and Yoruba
in Ibese, Yewa North Local
Government of Ogun State
on Wednesday claimed
the lives of three persons
and left no fewer than 30
vehicles burnt.

Our correspondent, who
visited the scene of the crisis
on Thursday, learnt that
the violent clash between
the members of the two

ethnic groups began on

. Wednesday night following

a disagreement between
two unidentified men over a
commercial sex worker.

The violence was said
to have later escalated and
became an inter-tribal
crisis.

About 25 articulated
vehicles, three cars and five
motorcycles were said to
have been destroyed in the
violence. Also, almost all the
shops in the nearby market
were reportedly looted.

Residents of the busy
town were said to have fled
the community.

Armed policemen were
deployed in the troubled
town to forestall further
break down of law and
order while an Armoured
Personnel Carrier was
seen stationed in front
of the Dangote Cement
Factory located within the
community.

The Chairman of the
task force in the affected
market, Sikirulah Akinsola,

FG arraigns two suspected Nigerian
members of Al-Qaeda

O alleged members
of the Al-Qaeda
network, Babafemi Lawal
and Lugman Babatunde,
natives of Ogun and Lagos
states, respectively, were on
Thursday arraigned before
an Abuja Federal High Court
by the Federal Government.
Lawal and Babatunde
allegedly received the sum
of Nim from the terrorist
organisation, Al-Qaeda
in Arabian Peninsula also
known as AQAP in Yemen,
to fund the recruitment and
transportationofprospective
Nigerian members of the
terrorist group to Yemen.
The alleged action
constituted an offence
contrary to Section 13(a) of

Terrorism (Prevention) Act
2011 and punishable under
paragraph (c) of the same
section of the Act.

Also, their alleged
attendance of a meeting of
the terrorist network, was
an offence under Section
3 (c) of the Terrorism
(Prevention) Act 2011.

The accused persons
pleaded not guilty to the
six-count charge brought
against them by the Attorney
General of the Federation.

The presiding judge,
Justice  Gladys Olotu,
ordered that the accused
persons be remanded in

prison custody.

Parts of the charges
against them read, “That you
Olaniyi Babafemi Lawal, 31,
of Ijebu Ode, Ogun State on
or about May 2011 at Abuja,
willfully received monies
in Saudi Riyals and the
United State of American
Dollars  equivalent to
N1,000,000.00 from a
terroristorganisationknown
as Al-Qaeda in Arabian
Peninsula, also known as
AQAP in Yemen, with intent
that the said money shall be
used to recruit and transport
prospective members of the
terrorist group to Yemen,

confirmed to newsmen that
the violence erupted due to
adisagreement betweentwo
persons over a commercial
sex worker.

Akinsola, who also
doubles as the Bada Orile
of Ljako Village, a suburb
of the town, said more
than 200 persons of
Yoruba extraction who felt
aggrieved by the alleged
killing of their kinsman had
decided to demonstrate on
the streets when the crisis
erupted.

According to him, one
Kehinde had also allegedly
been killed last May by a
suspected Hausa man in
the town.

The Ogun State Police
Public Relations Officer,
Muyiwa Adejobi confirmed
the incident, but said no
one was killed.

Adejobi, an assistant
superintendent of police
however said the violence
in the town had nothing to
do with ethnicity.

He said, “It was caused
by a prostitute and some of
the drivers had a problem
with some men who claimed
to be Ibese indigenes. There
was no ethnic colouration.
There was no casualty
and only 14 vehicles were
burnt.”
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