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Landlord, two sibli
fire

Eniola Akinkuotu

fire at a building in the
Oworo area of Lagos
n Friday resulted m

the death of a 54-year-old
man, Mr. Ajani Moses.

This occurred as two
siblings were killed in
another fire incident at Ikota
Housing Estate in the Ajah
area of the state on Sunday.
The children’s parents also
sustained burns.

PUNCH Metro learnt
that Moses, the landlord of
the property at 8, Sanyaolu
Street, Oworonshoki, was
trapped in his room by the
fire, making it impossible for
people to save him.

According to an
eyewitness, the fire began
around 4:30am after electric

equipment  malfunctioned
following fluctuations in
power supply.

It was learnt that people
in the neighbourhood had
rushed to the building,
which had 13 rooms, and
evacuated over 20 occupants
but Moses, who was said to
be ill, was trapped.

A resident, Mr. Kabiawu
Babajide, said the deceased
was burnt beyond
recognition, adding that
some of the occupants also
sustained injuries suffered
from smoke inhalation.

He said, “Between 4
and 5am, we learnt that a
building was on fire and we
immediately rushed to the
scene. We began evacuating
the occupants and tried for
hours to put out the fire with
water and detergent but it
continued to rage.

« Sympathisers in front of the building where the landlord died. Insets: Thé Landord’s

grave (upper). Photos: Eniola Akinkuotu

“Around 6am, men of the
state fire service came to
the scene and succeeded
in dousing the flames.
Unfortunately, no one knew
that the landlord was in his
room and probably because
the man was ill and was
alone, he was not able to exit
his room quickly.”

PUNCH Metro learnt

that some hoodlums in the
area attempted to make
away with some of the
salvaged property but were
immediately dispersed by
policemen who rushed to the
scene.

Meanwhile, the second fire
outbreak had occurred in the
apartment of Mr. and Mrs.
Wusuwa Goldih, on Sunday
resulting in the death of their

two children

When contacted on the
phone, the Police Public
Relatiomns Officer, Mr. Joseph
Jaiyeoba, said the parents of
the deceased children were
receiving treatment in a
nearby hospital.

Jaiyeoba could not however
confirm the death of the
landlord at Oworo.

He said, “Around 3am

on Sunday, fire gutted the
apartment of Mr. and Mrs.
Wusuwa Goldih at 100b,
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Ikota Housing Estate, Ajah;
Their two children were
burnt to death while thé

Fleeing kidnapp

Chukwudi Akasike,
Port Harcourt

enoftheRiversState
Police Command on
Saturday shot and

killed a fleeing kidnapper,

who abducted a one-year-old
baby from his parents.

The baby identified simply
as Delight was abducted from
his parents’ resident on the
outskirts of Port Harcourt six
days before he was rescued
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the environment.

parents were severely burnt
and are presently receiving
nearby

freatment in a
hospital.

er sNno

by security operatives.

It was gathered that the
kidnappers had immediately
established contacts with
the baby’s relatives and got
a cheque of Nb00,000 as
ransom.

. Akere, who spoke on
Thursday, in HOSngbo,
said the Lag ..
Government,

wrote the Os

Government

factory in Akamkpa Local Government
- Area of Cross River State to clean up

decad 11

“The cause of the fire and
value of property destroyed
have yet to be ascertained.”

Unknown to the
kidnappers, the police,
according to a source, got
wind of the development and
trailed one of them identified
simply as Christian to Access
Bank, Rumuokoro, where he
had gone to cash the cheque.

The Police Public
Relations  Officer,  Mr.
Ben Ugwuegbulam, said
Christian, who confessed
to the crime, took security
operativestoRumuokwurishi
in the state capital, where
they held the baby hostage.

The PPRO said, “Following
discreet investigation,
operatives of the command
trailed one Christian, who
kidnapped . one Delight, a

year and two-month-old
child, from his parents’
house, to Access Bank

Rumuokoro branch, where
he went to cash the sum of
N600,000 ransom he got
from the child’s parents and
arrested him.

“On interrogation, he
confessed to committing the
crimeandledoperativestohis
hideout at Rumuokwurushi
in Port Harcourt to rescue

However, before the exercise on
Saturday, the park which has open shops
occupied by food vendors, liquor dealers,  {he downpour to ensure that the

No fewer than 30 traders turned
up for the exercise; and they ignored

Nya, said the company deemed
it necessary to partner operators
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exercise. We have hadto do alot
of sensitisation programme to
achieve this

Police foil ATM robbery,

Eniola Akinkuotu

he - Lagos - State
Police- Command. on
Saturday = morning

foiled a robbery on- an
Automated Teller Machine
at Festac branch of Skye
Bank Ple, recovered N3.5m
and arrested some of the
suspects.

The robbers were said to
have tied up two security
guards attached to the bank
and broke the ATM with
chisels, two gas cylinders
and guns.

PUNCH Metro  learnt
that . ‘after ~getting -~ wind
of - the robbery, the Area
Commander, Area E
Command; Mr. Dan Okoro,
sent his men to the scene.

Our correspondent
learnt that a gun ~duel
subsequently ensued
between the policemen and
the bandits who were five in
number.

But - despite. sustaining

gunshot - - wounds, - the
robbers ~managed - {o
escape - after  shooting
police sergeant, Mr. Femi
Ikapoluyi.

A senior  policeman
however told our
correspondent that
following a tip-off;

policemen later arrested
four of the suspects and

the victim.”

Headdedthatthekidnapper :

jumped through the window
and almost escaped before
he was gunned down by the
policemen.

The police spokesman
stated that security agents
had to fire at him when he
could not be arrested.

He said, “However, soon
after the child was rescued,
the suspect jumped through
the window and took to his
heels. He was pursued and
when it became difficult to
re-arrest him, he was fired
at.

“This resulted in his death
before he could be taken to
the hospital for treatment.
One other member of the
gang Virginia  (female)
was arrested and a Nokia
mobile phone belonging to
the mother of the victim
was recovered from their
hideout.”

Ugwuegbulam added that
the baby had since been
handed over to his parents
while investigation ~was
in progress to get other
members of the gang.

Vvers fi’

recover N3.4m

recovered their - arms-18
hours after they escaped.
Police Public Relations
Officer,Mr. JosephJaiyeoba,
who confirmed the incident
to our correspondent on the
telephone, said - Tkupeluyi
was responding to treatment

- at an undisclosed hospital.

He said, “On June 2; 2012,

- around 3am, a police patrol .
- team attached to Area E

guards at t

attempted robbery at .the

ATM at Skye Bank, Festa
The robbers succeed
tying the two bank

feet.
“They damag
but policemen exchanged
gunfire  with" the robbers
and: the pohce sergeant
was shot in the leg. Two
gas  cylin
chisels, thre

~ arrest of the suspects.

cassettes (a component

- of the ATM) and the sum
—of N3.48m

abandoned
by the hoodlums, were
recovered. »

'he injured policeman

- was immediately rushed

to a hospital where he is
responding to treatment.”
Jaiyeoba however - said

~-he had yet to  receive

information  ‘about - the

cf the state
The pol:

they had dislodged a

cult  group from the
Ogun State College of
Health Technology, Ilese
Ijebu, and arrested two :

suspects. _

The  Police Public
Relations  Officer. for
the state, Mr. Muyiwa

~Adejobi,  said  three

suspected robbers had
broken into the house
of one Mojeed Jamiu
and attempted  to rob
him when one of them
mistakenly killed = their
colleague. '

Adejobi, an assistant
superintendent of police,
said in a statement made
available to journalists in
Abeokuta, that following
the accidental discharge

o Hospltal Sagamu _
- “An armed
robber misfires colleague:
_ On Saturday, 2nd June
-at about. 1300 hours,

He said,

one Mojeed Jamiu ‘M’ of
Ogijo area of Ogun State
came to the station and
reported that on June

1, 2012, at about 1300

hours, three armed men

came to his honse to rob

him.
“Fortunatelyfcho;eed
one of the robbers

misfired a colleague of
his - while : the ' robbery
operation was on. The

body of the robber has
since been deposnted at‘-

OSUTH mortuary.

“One locally-made
double-barrelled gun and
three expended cartridges
were recovered from the

scene by a team led by
P Toyin - Afolaogun,

vel s udent of the
- institution, -~ Musediku
Idris, and a female
_suspect, Blhklsu Jimoh,
said to be a “non-
student.”

The pol 'ce added that
the cooperatmn of the

- school  management
with  the security
agencies ~-made  the

dislodgement of the cult
group possible.

They - promised to
uproot cultism from the
various institutions of
learning and the other
places where the menace
might still ‘be existing,
saying, “All hands are
on deck to fight against
cult activities in Ogun
State.”
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