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James Azania, Benin

o illegal refineries in Egono

; I and Agbede villages in Etsako

West Local Government

Area of Edo have been destroyed

by soldiers attached to the state

anti-crime unit, Operation
Thunderstorm.

The soldiers, who acted on a tip-off,
raided the illegal refineries located in
the forest. They were, however, unable
to make any arrests as operators of the
illegal refineries had fled before their
arrival,

Soldiers destroy illegal refineries in Edo

Charred pipes used in conveying
crude oil illegally siphoned from
vandalised Nigeria National
Petroleum Company pipelines littered
the grounds when journalists visited
the scene.

Abubarkar, who led the operation,
called on the public to assist his unit
with information about such refineries.

At one of the refineries, more than  He said, “We received information
100 drums, some filled with crude that these things are going on, so we
and already refined products, were came todestroyiteventhoughwedidn’t
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Sunday Aborisade,
Akure

n Akure High Court in
a judgment delivered
n Friday, established

that a newspaper defamed a
popular prophet and church
founder in Akure, but dis-
missed the suit on the
grounds of “qualified privi-
lege.”

Justice David Kolawole
described as malicious the
publication which described
the founder Success Gate
Mission, Rev. Ademisokun
Turton, as a ritual murder-
er.

Kolawole held that the re-
port, which was published in
the Ondo State-owned Hope
newspaper that portrayed
the cleric as a person who
engaged in rituals, was not
only inaccurate but meant
to defame the character of
the prophet.

The court did not, how-
ever, award any damage
to the prophet because the
newspaper outfit had pub-
lished another report which
exonerated him without the
prompting of the plaintiff.

Turton had, through his
counsel, sued the newspa-
per seeking a declaration
that the publication describ-
ing him as a ritualist was a
defamation of his character
and a calculated attempt to
smear his name.

The suit filed in 2010
was sequel to a publication
by the newspaper that the
prophet was charged with
ritual murder when in actu-
al fact he was charged with

the killing of one Olajide
Atilola.

Turton then demanded an
order of perpetual injunc-
tion restraining the outfit
from publishing damaging
stories about him and asked
for N1oom.

The judge said there was
a difference between ritual
murder and murder and
that the prophet was only
charged with the latter.

Kolawole said, “It is legiti-
mate to ask whether there is
any difference between be-
ing charged with murder or
murder for ritual purpose.

“For a clergyman to be
accused of killing for ritual
purpose, it carries a heavier

Judge dismisses cleric’s defamation
suit against newspaper

connotation than when he is
accused of killing for some
other purpose.

“Because of this, I am
prepared to accept that the
report that the plaintiff was
charged for ritual murder is
false and lacks accuracy,”
the judge added.

However, the court held
that since the newspaper
has moral and legal right
to report to the members of
the public what is going on
in the public and that the
plaintiff did not establish
malice on the part of the
newspaper.

The judge, consequent-
ly, dismissed the case and
awarded N5, 000 against

the plaintiff.

Teacher caught on top of

pupil arraigned

Tunde Odesola, Osogbo

been arraigned before an Osogbo Magistrate’s
Court over an allegation that he raped two of
his female pupils aged five and seven.

The Mathematics and Social Studies college of
education graduate, who teaches at a private nursery
and primary school in Osogbo, pleaded not guilty to
the charges last Friday.

Alleging that the accused separately lured the two
pupils to a toilet located at the back of the school,
where he attempted to have sex with them, the
charge sheet said the offence was contrary to the
Osun State Criminal Code.

The charge sheet stated that the accused committed
the offence on March 16 and 17, 2012.

Defence counsel, Mr. Abimbola Ige, applied for
the bail of the accused, saying the charges against
him were mere speculations.

Ige added that the suspect would provide credible
sureties prior to trial.

Police prosecutor, Mr. Isiaka Ajadi, did not object
to the application but drew the attention of the court
to the ages of the two victims.

He also urged the court to ensure that the addresses
of the prospective sureties were traceable.

The Magistrate, Mr. Olalekan Ijiyode, admitted
the suspect to bail in the sum of N100,000 with two
sureties in like sum.

He adjourned the matter till April 11, 2012 for

mention.
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