& auow e Mmanpuiaton of e result o mne proposea  wives. provide telephone lines so that people could call to report
psychiatric test to be conducted on Mr. Akolade Arowolo, the man, who She said that protests from women in the state was no  any abuse,” she said.

Fear grips community over slow pace of work on canal

Waheed Bakare were damaged. was the reason for the slow pace. They are
“We invited cameramen, that time to record ~ Working day and night, but not as expected. .
For residents of Oladeinde; Olu Ajisegbede;  the result of the abandoned projects by the We suspect that they are having constraints

Ajose and other adjoining streets in  Nigerian engineers. Thereafter, the expatriates ~financially. Those who are in charge of releasing
Shomolu area of Lagos, the rainy season  were given the job to handle. Right now, the Money should doso,” he said.

comes with a lot of pains and agonies resulting  flooding has stopped. Rain falls now and flood ~_ Another resident, Mr. David George, from
in destruction of their property. So, as the rainy  does not get into anybody’s house. The whole Ajose Street, however, urged the contractor
season approaches this year, the residents had  street has been cleaned up through the canal 1@ work on the bndgg between Shodimu and:
prepared their minds for what has become a  waterways. Bankole streets, adding that Aladealaafia and

vearly ritual as a result of an abandoned canal “ It is'on the basis of this that we have written  Ogunbadejo should also be linked to the other
spanning one kilometer in the area. So, it was to the Ministry of the Environment and the Side to ensure complete deﬂood_ing of the area. -
a great relief when clearing work started on the  government, commending the work of these  Anauto meqhanic, Mr. Bolaji Awofeso, who

canal early in March. expatriates. We are deeply impressed and we lives on Oladeinde Street, off Apapa Road,

space between the bndges The truck, whic
. g wood shavings, was badly smashed

Dauda, saxd the truck deratied and went over the
median because it was on a top speed. '
It was learnt that the umdentxﬁed bus driver

Although a cross section of the residents, who  want them to continue. expressed optimism about the project, saying “I
spoke with the PUNCH METRO, commended “Another thing is that, as we heard from @am sureby the tirpe the canal is constrgcted and.
; : the state government for reviving the project, a reliable source, the project was about to be the Anifowose bridge is worked on, thing would |
it was dlscovered & el " 2 2 they expressed concern on the recent noticeably  stopped. That is why we wrote to the ministry ot be the same anymore. The bridge is low and
company called W] i of  the slow pace of the work. and the Lagos State Governor, Mr. Babatunde ~ Not large enough, which is why water does not
Ogun command, m i Tiar A member of the community executive, Mr.  Fashola.” get through easily.”
said the company’ inage d be Sunday Sodunke, who lives on Olu Ajisegbede On his part, Pastor J.0. Owolabi of Christ A trader, Mrs. Silifatu Jimoh, who lives :
Ci:lﬂed and would C{)me ; M cer Street, said, “Before the arrival of this expatriate ApOStOliC Church of Isegun, said the Community on Ajlsegbede Street, also said, “We used
 the corpses. v . construction company, Nigerian engineers have  was worried about the slow pace of work on the o be confounded by flood in the past. But.
. A sympathiser at the been doing it and there was no result. The result  canal in recent time but urged the government immediately the expatriates started the project, :
Joseph. who said she was a managing of flooding in those days was so enormous, that  not to relent. we have been able to heave a sigh of relief. The
of & company on the expressway, broke down nobody could sleep at home. Houses, mosques, “We suspect that the constraint of the release ~ Situation is better than before but we would

in tears as she frantically called all the phone 8 churches used to be flooded. So, many property implore them to do it perfectly.”
numbers i a wallet found on one of the i : e g Mr. Bob Wakeling, the Managing Director
victims. o s e of Zapex Construction Company, the firm in:

Joseph was. however. able to teach an B ‘ charge of the construction, described the project
unidentified woman who said she knew one of : ' ; E  as social and human rights issues, saying people !
the victims. “This is very sad” she said. g ) i had the right to live in a decent environment.

As at 6pm, the officials of the FRSC were still j : i He said the firm had concluded the hardest

battling to remove the corpse of the policemar : . part of the project, which most of the contractors

, ; 2 that had earlier worked on the project avoided.
xf;cfzse e g agamsi e g P ._ Allaying the fear of the community that

the project might not be completed on time,
Wakeling said, “As a company, we are looking to
get more machinery. More machinery is coming -
in so that we can progress faster. We would get
the pro;ect completed by the end of the year
hi .

f fund to the pepple who are _dging the ork

to be the truck’s escort.

“When ﬁwey come and are able to xdennfy
the victims as their empioyees we would reiease
the bodies to them,” he said.
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