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Saturday, January 22, 2011

Police, vigilance group arrest bandits
waiting to rob lottery winners
Ademola Oni

The collaboration between the Nigeria Police Force and a vigilance group in Sagamu,
Ogun State, seems to be yielding fruits as this has led to the arrest of some hoodlums in the
town, who had planned to ambush lottery winners and rob them of their benefits.

Mr. Musa Daura, the Commissioner of
Police in the state command, said
during the parade of two of the
hoodlums at the command's
headquarters in Abeokuta on Thursday
that the police were informed of the
suspicious movement of Mutiu Odunuga
and Adeniyi Odunaike.

"They were patrolling the premises of
Happiness Lotto and Lottery  at
Surulere Street, Sagamu, where some
beneficiaries of Lotto dividends were
being paid," said the police boss. The
report was said to have been brought to
the knowledge of the police by the head
of the vigilance group in Oja-Oba,
Central Sagamu, Mr. Femi Kafaru.
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"One of the suspects was mounting a bag
reasonably suspected to contain arms.
The two were suspected to be planning
an attack on the beneficiaries or to trace
the beneficiaries from the point to a
convenient place before they dispossess
them of their valuables."

Daura explained that the police
detectives swooped on the hoodlums and
arrested them with some weapons,
including a locally-made pistol.

Meanwhile, the men of the command
killed two of a four-man armed robbery
gang in Ikenne on Tuesday, while one of
the gang members, one John David, was
arrested. The fourth member escaped
with bullet wounds.

The police commissioner said the bandits, who were operating in a black Toyota Corolla,
with number plate ER 339 LSR (Lagos) engaged the police in a gun battle at Cemetery
Road, Ikenne, around 10 am.

"The action of the Ikenne Police was as a result of intelligence report gathered that robbers
struck at Maroko, Lekki area, Victoria Island, Lagos on January 17, 2011, where the afore-
mentioned car was snatched and the occupants robbed. After the gun duel, the said car and
some weapons were recovered from them," said Daura.

He added that the suspects were helping the state Criminal Investigation Department,
Eleweran, Abeokuta, to gather useful information on the case.

One of the items recovered from them was a dummy pistol.
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