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Niger Delta Crisis

Man stabs drinking
partner to death

Kunle Adeyemi and
Olalekan Adetayo

MEN of the Lagos State
Police Command have
arrested a 28-year-old man,

Maroof Sonibare, for
allegedly stabbing a

neighbour to death at a beer

parlour.

Sonibare, a resident of
Ogunjobi Street, Ipaja, a
suburb of Lagos, was said to
have committed the crime in
the early hours of Monday.

The victim was identified
as Nurudeen Akinlabi and
was, until his death, a
resident of Aina Obembe
Street in Ipaja.

The suspect allegedly
stabbed the deceased on the
_head and hand with. a
broken bottle during a scuffle
at the beer parlour located
in their neighbourhood.

Policemen from Ipaja
Police Station who were
drafted to the scene and
some sympathisers were said
to have rushed the deceased
to a neighbouring Prestige
Hospital where he was later
confirmed dead. ,

Although the suspect
escaped from the scene of
the incident immediately
after the bloody encounter,

Police
investigate
businessman’s

murder
Sunday Aborisade, with
agency report

police in Bauchi State,

on Wednesday, said they
were investigating the murder
of a businessman, Mr. Michael

Ogboh, who was killed by an -

he was later arrested after his
elder brother, Ademilola,
who was with him at the beer
parlour, was arrested.

Sonibare told our

correspondent that trouble -

started when he sighted a
friend who was earlier at the
same table with him and his
brother at the beer parlour
speaking with the deceased in
adark spot.

He alleged that the
deceased saw his call on the
friend to leave the spot as an
effrontery and decided to attack
him (Sonibare) with a bottle.

"When I saw that blood was
gushing out from my head and
he was still bent on attacking
me with a broken bottle, |

stabbed him on the hand in
order for me to escape from
his grip," he told our
correspondent. '
Police spokesman, Mr.
Frank Mba, confirmed the
arrest, adding that Ademilola,
who was also in custody,
would serve as a witness.

. ¥ Meanwhile, the police in the

state have-arrested a young

_man suspected to be an armed

robber with a toy gun:

The suspect, Victor
Emmanuel, was also in
possession of two bags
containing assorted jewelry
and a laptop believed to have
been stolen at gun point.

Mba also confirmed the
arrest.
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JTF, MEND disagree
over arrested militants

Sola Adebayo, Warri

HE Military Joint Task

Force and the Movetnent for
the Emancipation of the Niger
Delta, on Wednesday, disagreed
over the fate of militants arrested
by the security agency on
Monday.

The MEND said the suspects
wererepentantmiliantswhohad
amnesty
proclamation by President
Umaru Yar'Adua while the
authorities of the JTF said they
were arrested while on a mission
to blow up the Forcados Terminal

operated by Shellin BurutuLGA -

of Delta State. ;
The MEND said, “The JTF
has arrested two repent:

Y

 speedboat, two electrical batteries,

atrhedyo_uhswhoappmad'}ed
themn to take advantage of the

' government's amnesty offet:We

are learning that there are about
11 of such cases currently
languishing in detention inside
the JTF headquarters in Warr.
“Considering its antecedent
of being the judge and
executioner, we wonder the fate
of the repentant youths.”
However, the JTF in an
online message by its
spokesman, Col. Rabe
Abubakar, said, “The miscreants
were caughtwhile trying to plant
explosives on pipelines along
Forcados Waterways in Delta
State. Equipmentrecovered from
the pipeline attackers incuded a

S r. Samson Osagie; Medical Direetor,
ee member, Mr. George Nwosu, dafter a meeting with the}

“This is a dear indication that
they intended to sabotage the
pipelines considering the
equipment recovered from them
and coupled with the fact that
there were similar attacks in the
area from the militants in recent
times which made the JTF to
intensify its patrol of the .-
waterways. ’

“The names of the saboteurs
are Omole Sedimigho (44), from
Wanri-South LGA and Reuben

. Gbotonye {36), from Warri-

South West all in Delta State.

“The arrest of these two
militants, who MEND daimed
were repentant and wanted to
surrender to the JTF, is an
indication that they (MEND) are
bent on confusing the
atmosphere of peace as
proclaimed by the government
thereby frustrating the efforts of
the govemnment in bringing peace
and economic revival to the
region.

“If these two miscreants were
actually repentant militants, what
were they doing with the
equipment found with them at
midnight in the area where major
pipelines are located?

“If MEND said they were
surrendering, who were they
surrendering to at that odd time
and place? IsthatlocationaJTF
headquarters or arms collecting
centre for the amnesty?”

NDDC post: Ondo
communities
vow to attack

oil facilities

~ Femi Makinde, Akure

HE President-General,
Ondo State Oil Producing

: Areas Peoples Congress, Mr.

Rawa Felix, has said that oil
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gqunman at about 1.45am on O men suspectedtobe ., mpat with the police. EmmanuelUduaghan,has  was  obtained by our  Giate the opportunity to
thatday. armed robbers were on A gun duel ensued and wamedyouthsinthestatenotto  correspondent in Abuja, on  oduce an executive director
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