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Umu Trame, mother of the victims

Woman loses four children, two siblings to early
morning fire
By Ayodele Ale and Sesan Olufowobi
Published: Saturday, 27 Dec 2008

While millions of people around the world were busy enjoying the yuletide, Umu Trame, a
Guinean living in Lagos, had the misfortune of mourning four children and two siblings
who were burnt to death in a night fire that occured on Friday.

At her Fehintola Street, Aguda, Surulere, Lagos, home on
Friday, scores of sympathisers, mostly of Guinean and
Senegalese descent, surrounded her and tried in vain to
calm her down as she wailed uncontrollably. “For a woman
to lose four children, a brother and a sister at once, no
human being can explain this but God,” one of the
sympathisers lamented.

One of the residents of the house, who declined to give his
name, told Saturday Punch that he was woken up from his
sleep by shouts of fire from his wife. “The fire started
around 2.30 am. My wife was shouting fire, fire, fire. I
thought it was the neighbouring house that was being
gutted, but my wife insisted that it was our house. When I
realised that it was our house, I picked my children and
ran out of the building,” he said. The occupants of the
remaining four flats followed suit, abandoning their
properties.

Saturday Punch, gathered that the fire, which occurred at
the last floor of the three-storey building, was caused by a
lit candle.

“This is not a country. We have been living without light in
this area for more than four months and no one is talking, simply because the residents
were all big people with generators,” one of the tenants said, adding that the entire area
was in total blackout when the fire started.

Unfortunately, seven persons in the flat were sleeping, while their mother had travelled to
Lome, the capital city of Togo, to buy some goods.

Within minutes, the fire had spread to other parts of the flat, while the victims struggled in
vain to get the door opened.

One of the residents, Mohammed Ahmed, said, “The affected children are my younger
brother’s children. They would have escaped, but the person that locked the door did not
know where he kept the key.

“When they came to call me around 2.30am that my brother’s flat was on fire and that the
children were inside, we quickly called the fire service station and opened the two gates
leading to the street. By the time the first batch arrived, they said there was no water.
Later, the state fire service came. They were the ones that put the fire out around 4 am.”

By the time the fire subsided, the two upper floors of the three-storey building were
completely razed, while six of the occupants, namely Mohammed (22) Aisak (18) Umu (7)
Usman (5) Aicha (3) and and Kaidia (2) were burnt beyond recognition.

THE BEST OF PUNCH TODAY

1. Protests in Ekiti over Fasuba’s assassination

2. MEND declares war on kidnappers

3. Lagos dislodges Oshodi street traders

4. Beaded Crowns: Olubadan summons village heads

5. Double tragedy for physically-challenged couple as
baby battles cancer

6. I’ll be president for all  — Atta Mills

7. Tough times await commercial real estate investors

8. FG releases N138bn for petroleum subsidy

9. Lagos lawmakers seek lower pump prices

10. Banks plan further cuts in lending

Go to Complete List …

Krav Maga DVD
Krav Maga DVDs in stock at Budovideos.com
www.budovideos.com

SDS - Kubotan
Instructor Certification Course Self Defense Stick,
Kubotan, Yawara
www.sds-concept.com

elemental chi kung
offers two year teacher training in europe, usa and
australasia
www.elementalchikung.com

Knowing your Personality
Most detailed Personality Assessment on the Internet
www.personality100.com

Volunteer in Uganda $648
US NonProfit, 501(C) 3, Affordable 700 Happy Volunteer
World Wide 2007
www.ifrevolunteers.org/index

Volunteer East Africa
Help build a school, teach work at an orphanage
www.benefactours.com

Insurance for Charitable
Organisations, Missionaries & Aid Workers Travelling
Overseas

MOST HITS (TOP 10)

HOME PAGE THE BEST OF PUNCH TODAY PUNCH SEARCH

E-PUNCH

http://www.punchng.com/images/December/Saturday/pix20081227354564.jpg
http://www.punchng.com/images/December/Saturday/pix200812273543946.jpg
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B4LNRfDBiSejLB5nU_Abp_KS4DeO_zwLkvL-OAcCNtwGA8QQQARgFIKTd2gUoBDgAUKfa47D______wFg-_n8gogKoAGNrYP_A7IBD3d3dy5wdW5jaG5nLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAT5odHRwOi8vd3d3LnB1bmNobmcuY29tL0FydGljbC5hc3B4P3RoZWFydGljPUFydDIwMDgxMjI3MzU1MjQ1N-ABAqgDAcgDB-gDxwToA7UE6AOlAfUDAAAABPUDEACAAZgEAA&num=5&adurl=http://www.budovideos.com/shop/customer/search.php%3Fsubstring%3Dself%2Bdefense%2Bvideo&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BNa37fDBiSejLB5nU_Abp_KS4DeafgXjMoq_UCsCNtwGgjQYQAhgGIKTd2gUoBDgAUIuBjd36_____wFg-_n8gogKsgEPd3d3LnB1bmNobmcuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBPmh0dHA6Ly93d3cucHVuY2huZy5jb20vQXJ0aWNsLmFzcHg_dGhlYXJ0aWM9QXJ0MjAwODEyMjczNTUyNDU34AECqQLDTMP-Fzm3PqgDAcgDB-gDxwToA7UE6AOlAfUDAAAABPUDEACAAZgEAA&num=6&adurl=http://www.sds-concept.com&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BKKxlfDBiSejLB5nU_Abp_KS4DZ-Ninqpn6aCBMCNtwHwhA4QAxgHIKTd2gUoBDgAUOaOh40GYPv5_IKICrIBD3d3dy5wdW5jaG5nLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAT5odHRwOi8vd3d3LnB1bmNobmcuY29tL0FydGljbC5hc3B4P3RoZWFydGljPUFydDIwMDgxMjI3MzU1MjQ1N-ABAoACAakCVZw4qmtVuD6oAwHIAwfoA8cE6AO1BOgDpQH1AwAAAAT1AxAAgAGYBAA&num=7&adurl=http://www.elementalchikung.com&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B60wdfDBiSejLB5nU_Abp_KS4DYDXsh3k8__IAsCNtwHg1AMQBBgIIKTd2gUoBDgAUOvy1q75_____wFg-_n8gogKoAH42sD-A7IBD3d3dy5wdW5jaG5nLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAT5odHRwOi8vd3d3LnB1bmNobmcuY29tL0FydGljbC5hc3B4P3RoZWFydGljPUFydDIwMDgxMjI3MzU1MjQ1N-ABAoACAagDAcgDB-gDxwToA7UE6AOlAfUDAAAABPUDEACAAZgEAA&num=8&adurl=http://www.personality100.com/page/partner.xml%3Fpartnerid%3DCoENLF%26linkid%3D13974984_311973264_10713080&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B_RJwfDBiSfeUBZLA_Ab47ZGRBYnM0DLp_q3BBMCNtwHwkwkQARgHIKTd2gUoBDgAUKrfgV5g-_n8gogKoAH507L9A7IBD3d3dy5wdW5jaG5nLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAT5odHRwOi8vd3d3LnB1bmNobmcuY29tL0FydGljbC5hc3B4P3RoZWFydGljPUFydDIwMDgxMjI3MzU1MjQ1N-ABA4ACAagDAcgDB-gDxwToA7UE6AOlAfUDAAAABPUDEACAAZgEAA&num=7&adurl=http://www.ifrevolunteers.org/uganda/volunteer_in_uganda.php&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=B3HJyfDBiSfeUBZLA_Ab47ZGRBZCLt0OsmNzhBcCNtwHwkwkQAhgIIKTd2gUoBDgAUNCmuKACYPv5_IKICrIBD3d3dy5wdW5jaG5nLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaAT5odHRwOi8vd3d3LnB1bmNobmcuY29tL0FydGljbC5hc3B4P3RoZWFydGljPUFydDIwMDgxMjI3MzU1MjQ1N-ABA4ACAakCeHNjOjqnqz6oAwHIAwfoA8cE6AO1BOgDpQH1AwAAAAT1AxAAgAGYBAA&num=8&adurl=http://www.benefactours.com/volunteer.html&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BsVrifDBiSfeUBZLA_Ab47ZGRBYmEtnqVhPW4A8CNtwGwzAsQAxgJIKTd2gUoBDgAUI7Urp8CYPv5_IKICqAB9c7h_gOyAQ93d3cucHVuY2huZy5jb226AQozMDB4MjUwX2FzyAEB2gE-aHR0cDovL3d3dy5wdW5jaG5nLmNvbS9BcnRpY2wuYXNweD90aGVhcnRpYz1BcnQyMDA4MTIyNzM1NTI0NTfgAQOAAgGpAlWcOKprVbg-qAMByAMH6APHBOgDtQToA6UB9QMAAAAE9QMQAIABmAQA&num=9&adurl=http://www.bannergroup.com&client=ca-pub-7167863529667065
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200901052552710
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art20090105325981
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200901052562234
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200901052582387
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art20090105392779
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200901053584646
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art20090105053446
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art20090105141837
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200901051493376
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200901051184734
http://www.emoneynigeria.com/
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200812273552457
http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200812273552457#
http://www.punchng.com/Default.aspx
http://www.punchng.com/Punch_best.aspx
http://www.punchng.com/Advanced_search.aspx
http://www.e-punch.com/default.aspx


05/01/09 17:09The Punch: Woman loses four children, two siblings to early morning fire

Page 2 sur 2http://www.punchng.com/Articl.aspx?theartic=Art200812273552457

[Print Article] [Send to a friend] [Post Comment] View All (0 )Comment(s)

Usman (5) Aicha (3) and and Kaidia (2) were burnt beyond recognition.

The seventh person, Binta Trame, a 16-year-old girl, was brave enough to jump down
from the second floor of the building. She was later taken to the hospital.

The family of 12 who lived in the flat opposite that of the Trame’s were lucky to escape
unhurt, but they lost everything to fire. “It is painful that the man could not pick even a pin
from the flat. I learnt he has been given a room by one of his brothers who live nearbly,”
one of the tenants said.

The news of the tragic occurrence spread to the Guinean and Senegalese nationals in
the environment who gathered on Friday and wailed at the sight of their dead compatriots
with whom they exchanged greetings as they were retreating into their flats a few hours
earlier.

As early as 5.30 am, some officials of Surulere Local Government, led by the chairman,
was there to assess the situation. “The chairman gave us his card and said we should
contact him later,” one of the tenants said.

Some officials of Lagos State Physical Development Authority were also there early to
seal off the building and instruct the occupants of the remaining four flats to move out
their belongings. “I don’t know anybody in Lagos. Where am I going to move my family to
now?” one of the tenants wondered.

The officials of the Guinean High Commission in Nigeria were also said to have been
contacted over the issue. “The ambassador was here with the protocol officer,” Kebe
Oumar, the Information Secretary of the Guinean Community in the area said.

The victims’ mother, who arrived from her trip in the early hours of Friday was met on the
road by sympathisers who led her into the house of Mohammed Ahmed where the news
of her children’s death was broken to her.

The corpses of the six victims were buried according to Islamic rites at a cemetery in
Agege on Friday.

Spokesman of the Lagos State Police Command, also said that the police had been
deployed to the house to ensure security and compliance. “But the most important thing
now is that Nigerians should know that we are now in harmattan period and so should be
extra careful.”

Mba advised that people should be careful in handling electrical appliances, candles and
other things that could cause fire. “And during this festivities, people should restrain their
celebration and intake of alchohol so that reasoning would not be affected. Also people
with kids should get older people to stay with them if they have any reason to go out. But
the ideal thing is that one of the parent should be around. They should not travel at the
same time.”
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