ne soldler was on Friday
'feared dead and two

rothers ' wounded during an

| early 'morning attack on the
- Julius Berger road camp in
Rumuji, Emuoha Local
Government Area of Rivers
State.

The incident occurred at
- about 8.30a.m. shortly after
three ' expatriates were
brought into the site, located
near the Rumuji Divisional
Police' Station. The German
construction firm is currently
working on the Rivers State
wing of the East/West Road,
re-awarded by the Federal
Government last year.

According to a witness, the

attack was carried out by over .

-30 heavily armed men, who
‘arrived at the site in three buses.
Before the buses came to a halt,
the source said, the gunmen
hurriedly disembarked and took
up ‘positions near the main
entrance to the camp. The
gunmen spotted military
.camouflage and bandied
weapons ranging from pump
. :action rifles, General Purpose
~Machine Guns to several Ak
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47 rifles.

He said, “The situation.

was like warfare. Even before ' '

the three busses could stop,
over 30 heavily armed men'
had jumped down and':
started shooting consistently -
in every direction. There
were three soldiers at the:
camp at the time. The ‘one,
who was near the entrance,
was shot at close range but
the two others resisted thg -
attack. The gunmen sprayed
bullets everywhere. People

fled from their shops and

houses to avoid being hit by
stray bullets. The two remiainiing
soldiers fought and stopped '

them from taking the other -
’ Berger construchon 51te ¢ame’

expatrlate white engmeers
away.”

But a security source
indicated that the three:
expatriates escaped into a::
nearby bush and ran to'an
undisclosed location where
they took refuge. Afraid that

they might be attacked by‘ ‘

policemen from the nearby.

station, the source said the, |

gunmen withdrew from ‘e
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i ok and ran it

grove swamp.

Others escaped through the |

vmllagew croad.”  When
:gontacted on the telephone,
the Police Public Relations

11 Officer in'the :Rivers ‘State
.command, Mrs. Rita InorriaP s

Abbey confirmed the attack,
saying, however, that the
oommandwas;;ettogetadear
plcture of the'casualties. ‘

She: sald that none of the

! ‘expamates tat the camp wias

‘taken away She said, “We

under : attack  early: lt;his
morning near out station in

Rumuji.: The expatriates '
were evacuated immediately -
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