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Some houses destroyed
during the communal clash in
Ezillo, Ebonyi State... on
Sunday.

200 houses razed, one killed in Ebonyi
communal clash
By Nnamdi Akpa, Abakaliki, with agency report
Published: Monday, 12 May 2008

About 200 houses were razed while other properties worth several
millions of naira were destroyed in a violent clash on Saturday between
Ezillo and Ezza clans of Ezillo in Ebonyi State.

One person was also feared killed in the
incident.

It was learnt that the crisis started on Saturday
over the ownership of a piece of land at the
Ezillo market.

A source told News Agency of Nigeria that an
indigene of Ezillo wanted to construct a
telephone booth on the land but was asked not

to do so by an Ezza man, who said the land belonged to his people.

”In the course of the argument, Ezza people burnt a motorcycle belonging
to an Ezillo man and this led to reprisal attacks,‘‘ the source said.

‘‘What followed was massive burning and destruction of properties”, the
source further said.

It was gathered that some injured people were seen receiving treatment
at some clinics in the village.

A victim narrated how the Eziulo people have rendered them homeless “I
lost everything including my clothes and money” she added.

At Eziulo, the story was the same as houses, stores and properties
belonging to the Ezza people were completely destroyed.

Another victim and a Staff of Independent National Electoral Commission,
told our Correspondent that he only managed to save his documents, as
he was helpless watching his properties being destroyed by fire.

The Chairman of Ishielu Local Government, Mr. Onwa Onwa, who spoke
on the issue confirmed that one man was killed in the mayhem.

Onwa said ‘‘the crisis is terrific,‘‘ adding ”I have never witnessed this
magnitude of destruction before.‘‘

He said that was why he immediately contacted the state government,
which responded promptly by dispatching a combined military/police team
to the area.
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The chairman said an inquiry would soon be carried out to determine the
cause of the crisis. The trucks carrying anti-riot policemen and soldiers
were sighted in the village at about 5pm on Saturday.

The State Police Public Relations Officer, Mr Fredrick N-Nudan, confirmed
the incident saying anti-riot police and soldiers had been drafted to the
area to restore peace.

 

ARTICLES IN THE PUNCH

SPECIAL TREAT… NATIONAL NEWS… OTHER NEWS… HOME AFFAIRS… OTHER NEWS… OTHER NEWS…

Web design as a
viable business

Senate to review
NYSC Act

Police arrest nine in
Oyo over death of
Alaafin’s aide

Probes and
Obasanjo’s season of
headache

‘Olubadan won’t play
subservient role’

Adedibu’s health
worsens, may be
flown abroad

Home News Business Politics Sports Features Editorial Letters Homes And Property Opinion Viewpoint Back to Top

© Copyright 2006 The Punch Search  Help Advertise with us  Contact Us  Powered by Atlas Systems


