Govemmenf :

Sunday read the Riot Agt
to Niger Delta militants, .

saying it would no longer
condone violence in the

region.
The warning came as
more soldiers were

deployed in Port Harcourt,
Rivers State, where
militants killed 15 people
‘and destroyed a mega-
filling station belonging to
the Nigerian -National
Petroleum Corporation on
Saturday.

The Minister of
Information and
Communication, Mr. John
Odey, who  spoke
exclusively with one of our
correspondents in Abuja,
said that-the government
was ‘fully’ ready to bring
the militants to book and
restore normalcy in the
region.

Describing Saturday's
incident as ‘unfortunate,’
Odey said Nigeria was not
a lawless country and that
the government would not
fold its arms and allow
‘some elements’ to plunge
the nation into anarchy.

He said the Nigeria
Police Force and the
military . had been
exercising caution in
confronting the militants,
with a belief that they
(militants) would lay
down their arms.

The minister said the
government was working
out a ‘holistic approach’
to solving the Niger Delta
crises and warned the
militants not to provoke
the Police and the military.

He said, “l am aware
that the President (Alhaji
Umaru Yar’Adua) has
directed the Police to
maintain law and order in
the region. And as you
can, see, stability has
already returned to the
area. )

*The Port Harcourt
incident is unfortunate
and government . will not
tolerate that kind of
activities. )

“Our country is not a
lawless society and this
government is one that is
alive to its responsibility to

the people.

“The militants should
realise that this "
government is not

prepared to tolerate their
activities. They should not

] markets which’ ~openfor
busmess everyday, .were,

“ilitaty have been careful *“repotte

not to use force to restore
stability to the region,

“These agencies are’

adequately equipped to
check any insurgency but
they have been exercising
restraint in their activities
in the area.

“The militants should
not push them to the wall."

He urged residents of
the Niger Delta to go about
their normal duties, saying
that government was

doing everything to halt -

the ‘criminal activities’ in
the region.

“No activity of any
individual or group can go

"beyond the control of

government. The Niger
Delta crises cannot get out
of hand. Government is

equal to the task,” Odey '

said.

On whether the
government would declare
a state of emergency on
Rivers State or not, the
minister said, “I-have just

told you that everything is -

under control.

“The matter is being
handled at the security
level.- What we are
interested in is for lasting
peace to return to the
region.

“We will soon achieve

"that with the holistic

approach we have

adopted in solving the :

problem.”

More soldiers were,:

however, deployed in
major streets of Port-
Harcourt, to maintain
peace and order.
One of our
correspondents, who went:
round some parts of the
city, reported that the
soldiers mounted road
blocks at major junctions
and searched vehicles.
Armoured Personnel
Carriers were also séen in
some areas, includingthe
entrance to Government
House, the state Police
Command Headquarters
and the Mile 1 Police
Station. Some APCs were
seen patrolling some
highways in the city. -

Flashpoints like the old .
“town,
.1 and pthe
Abonima- Wharf were... 19, i

Port-Harcourt -
Diobu, Mile ™

patrolled by soldiers and
policemen.

The‘Mﬂe 1 and Mﬁe”S

In its reaction to calls
for a state of emergency,
the: Rivers State
Govemment said such

‘ was not necessary.

The. state
Commissioner for
Information, Mr. Emmah
Okah, told. our

correspondents in Port -

Harcourt that everything

was being done to bring -

the situation under
control. ~
Okah, who spoke

shortly after a programme
by Rhythm FM, said that
it was not true that the
state government was

helpless in the face of the_

attacks.
He said,

Tobi Soniyt, Abuja

ORMER Vice-President
Atiku Abubakar has
accused the Independent
National-
Commission -and

Iwu, of
Presidential- Election
Tribunal to release the
certified true copy of the

April 21. electlon results to

him,, .
Abubakar in
application he filed on
Thursday, therefore, asked

the* tribunal to bar INEC,
‘Iwu and 806 electoral
officers from defending the

allegations of

. malpractices he raised

against them in .his
petition.

The application, which

was obtained exclusively

n = Friday by our
correspondent, asked the

court to enter judgment

against INEC and its

officials for also failing to -
file their reply to his
petition within the time

allowed by the law.
governing - election
" petitions.

The tribunal had on
May 15 directed INEC to

commission -

- officials to file their reply

. programme, Mt.’ Segn
- Awolabi, was later tnvi

' State Security: Service: -

Awolabn was however -
saxd to have * succeeded‘;

“Those who

Electoral
~its

furmsh Abubakar' with the= 5 5

efnergency do" “.not - mm

_understand that;fsddlers Sta&xover e
t&kgbvér:gagf : :
gerteration of

ay be wiped-en

tocall their children to
otder while also appealmg

to the gunmen to drop.
their arms and embrace

governmehti"S'
rehabilitation programme:. -

to better their lives.”

Okah’s reaction. came~

after. callers %o a
programme on.Rhythm
FM, ‘Viewpoint,’ asked for
a state “of emergency m
the state.”

A presenter ef th'

for questioning by th

allowed " t6 ‘go after’
meetmg ~with . the™,
leadershlp of the- SSS
On Saturday, angry
ouths of Oben

-to the ex-VP’s petmon »
agamst ‘the. respondefi
for ‘disobeying a pre-
hearing order and for”

within 14 days. )
In the application,
Abubakar said that INEC

-and its officials ought to -
“-have filed the reply on.

Chairman; Prof. Maurice E Augus{ 2.4 ﬁ}ey ha

‘deliberately’..
disobeying an order by the -

complled ‘with -
tribunal’s directive.
A lawyer _in

“th

and Co, Segun

‘Olowookere, sald that a
.search he conducted at

- the ‘tribunal’s registry -
an -

showed that INEC and th
officials had o] ied the
reply. .
In an a,fﬁdavt\

Regnstrar thaf
respondénts QNEC and Ats'-
officials}) were yet to ,
thelrreply\ %

applicants’ apphcatlon is

. *We appeal iaarenﬂs.

‘ in the -
--chambers of Rickey Tarfa

the

Thevout_; W
~said’ to
“betfer repre

the state’s Od end Gas,-:
- Comimission,
‘however, dxsqudgedbythe

Lwere,
oy said’

e calhng for a state of ‘thlonrnwcm R iy

A spokgsma&fatﬁheﬂ
Mr,‘ _Prec s O&Qf”obo

“The gas plant was hut
down briefly and has now
" been reopened Okolobo

* . The stafe govemfhent
“in_its reaction, expiamed

;. 71}. jt}mt hawmg appoinfed an

vm}unes‘on&n;ee aﬁtmsd of

the SPﬁQ

the Jast .one: month .
= occupfed the facility. to

gjﬁeu%tﬁand
eraﬁ%s were cailed

n -b? the’SPDC afxaet the
_invasion.-

The* operatxves were

:in’ arresting 10 of the-

e ’ youths;” mcludmg thejr.

for :

failing to file their reply

;_,(wtthm the time provided.
n.‘the First Schedule of -
T }gréunds that-tl’re goﬂ was

th  Electoral Act’
It s trite thgt the
responderﬁs against whom

. the order i “sgught were
represented at the pre-“; :
hearing session by Kanu o
‘Agabx (SAN) and: othe%:;_fP
lawyers and it is on recoxd”
e sald,«f Setx of.

—‘fcir thxs court

attitude before, during and

: Oéumegwu—();ukwu and

““This has been thelrr

0berr Citizen-to the hoard
the commission and

_ .~ somebody from the local

govemment 1e
chairman, % .~
qommumty’s _nterest had

L f t
3 ;ﬁ?epo rts had it that the. bee ‘propetly catered for.

 #Fhe Chief of Staff to
the  ~Edo = State
3overmment,. Mr. .Isaiah
Osnfo, said what -was
_important was the quality
6t representation and the
benefits: the -community
'ﬂwould derwe from the

‘Abubakar had ip the
petition asked the fribunal
to nullify the election of -
Alhaji Umaru Yar Adua
as -~ president’ Dn the

“'Hearing in the petition
resumes on Monday
(today)

‘The former
resident- is

Vice-
bemg

“represented by 11 Senior

'Adyocates of- ngerla -

his " Greeri®  -Party
eounterpart Nf 3 IArthur
fwankwo, will: also be
,entloned before the

- .' trlbunal .on Monday.

“That of the Al Nigeria

: Peoples Party preSxdentlal

' candidate, Maj~Gen.

‘or - :‘Muhammadu -Buhari; is

also fixed for, Monday for
‘feport of ‘serviee omfhe
defendants._



