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O fewer than 10 per

sons have died in kero-
sene explosions in Warri and
Effurun, Delta State, in the
past four days.

Our
learnt that more than 20
other victims of adulterated
kerosene were in critical con-
dition at the Warri Central
Hospital and other medical
centres in the state as at
Sunday. -

Although our correspond-
ents could not ascertain the
source of the ‘killer’ kerosene,

it was gathered that the dev-

astating explosions had

rocked many homes in-

Warri and Effurun since
Thursday.

The explosions anon&_c
occurred when the victims
were refilling their stoves to
prepare meals.

Two of the victims died
on Thursday night, while

correspondents ,

eight others a_ma d&o«m m:z
day moming.

The Bm:wmsam:w of the
hospitals did not release the
list of the victims.

But it was, however, gath-
ered that a 14-year-old daugh-
ter of a medical officer of the
Warri Central Hospital was
one of the deceased.

Already, the increasing
number of victims has over-
mn.m&&a resources at the Cen-
nw_ ‘hospital.

Sﬁgmé on Sunday, called

for public awareness on the’

prevalence of the ‘killer’ kero-
sene in the state.

‘He said 22 persons were
on maawmmos at the hospi-
tal:

U&Umm the gravity of the
explosions, the Nigerian Na-
tional Petroleurn Corporation
"has %Em&ﬁg_é in the ex-
plosions.

A mﬁormmBm: *o« the cor-

poration, who pleaded ano- -

nymity, said on the tele-

sphone, | “Ou. __ngc ends at

aged dmgmmz two and mmoms

© years , who were in the kitchen
.when she lit the stove, were

burnt.

 However, her children
could not be admitted to the
hospital due to shortage of
bed space. -

The Medical Director of the
hospital, . Dr.  Francis
Omatsola, described the inci-
dent as tragic.

Omatsola, in a telephone
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the depot.”
According to him, “When

we import kerosene, our, L

ability stops-at- the ‘depot. It
is possible that the product
was adulterated after leaving
our depots.”

He said that even if the
NNPC was the sole importer
of the product, the fault
could not come from the cor-

poration.
According to him, “There:
would have been explosions
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cality.”
The source mxv_mE@a Emﬁ

scarce commodity, the v-oa.
uct was discharged at the de-
pots of the independent mar-
keters, NIPCO Plic, and the
private depot operators,
DAPPMA in Apapa, for on-
ward loading by fuel trucks.

He said it was a deliber-
ate safety policy of the NNPC
to distinguish kerosene by

colouration and to make it less -

expensive than the U«QBEB
motor spirit 6«435
. But market 8&&8 indi- .

cate that while petrol sells for -

28853 memm_.ammE*Q‘

.~ more than N90 per litre; con--

gﬁo?mamc_wﬁaﬁnomom
N59. .

The NNPC official noted

that the high cost of kerosene
might have been responsible
for the adulteration of the
product that led to 5@ explo-
sions.

He said those cm?:a the
adulteration would be mak-
ing ?m:m_. ‘profits from the
.transaction inview of the high
. cost.of kerosene.

“If they mix it (kerosene)

with petrol, it could be dan-

~gerous and lead to possible

explosions,” he added.
The Group General Man-

wmmn. O«o:ﬁ —u:c:n Afiairs,
Dr. Levi Ajuonuma, couid not
be reached at press time. All
calls to his line did ot go

through.

" Thelastkerosene ::..;xczion
took place in Be. .n. mno
State, in Januar, 2001,
which 750 peopl - &me
death.

Even then, both the state
government and the NNPC
traded insults on whe as re-
sponsible. But the ¢5:.sration

ended up payingabe 425m
for damages and ¢ imitted
another N30m for reat-

ment of sorme 68 vik
suffered various w2
bums from the incicters

AC asks EFCC to probe third term funds

Olalekan Adetayo

4E Action Congress on

. Sunday called on the
Economic-and Financial
Crimes Commission to in-
vestigate a claim by a former

Oo<m39. om uﬁmim mﬁm\a,
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Alhaji Saminu Turaki, that
he released part of the funds

‘he allegedly diverted to fund

the botched third term bid
of . President Olusegun
Obasanjo. .

The party, in a statement
in Lagos on Sunday by its

‘National Publicity Secretary.,

key issues? ,

“While we admit that it
is no excuse for any gover-
nor to say he ailegedly looted
his state's treas.ty to fund tixe -
third term bid  is necessary
to know how the reportediy
looted funds were spent.”

“After all, we-all know
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