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Soldlers, mlhtants clash a

Bisi Olaniyl and
Sola Adebayo

. EiOLDIERSof the Joint Task

inthe Niger Delta and

, niih:tanh,onWednesda‘ynight,
- engaged each other in another
“‘round of gunfight at the

Qgboinbii flow Station of the

Nigerian Agip Oil Companyin
Southemn law Local Govemn-

’mentAneaofBaydsaSh(e

There were, however, con-
flicting’ dannsbyﬂ*netwopar—
hesonﬂ)enumberofmal
ties.

While the Commander of
ﬁleJ'aniﬂxengerDeﬂa,Op-
eration Restore Hope, Brig.-

Gml.amaweNgubaneand;

SpdmnanforheFome,Mm

OlnaIedeagwuba said ‘12
. militants were killed, an faw .

youth leader daimed that 18
soldiers lost their lives,

. NgubaneandOdlagmba,.
who dedlined to give the casu-

altyﬁgmeleoordedbyﬂ'leJTF
added that the militants had
been dislodged from the seized
flow station.

Theyhmzergavecon-

-~ flicting figures on the niamber
ongnpwotkasﬂ‘atWaeﬁeed

in' separate telephone inter-
views with our

correspondents.
The JTFbass put the figure

at nine while the spokasman
said they were 11. O
WhenNgubanewas_asked
if hewas aware that some of his
men died in the gunfight, he
said, "Twelve militants died in
the operahon while nine oil
workers and a soldier were res-
cued. The corpses of the mili-
tants littered the scene.

“The casualty figure on the
sadeofﬂleJl'Flsnotreadyyet

- You know the soldiers, who are
-aware of the operation might
fhavefoundanasaperoute

-£Some of them will come
out later and that is why we
cannotjump to condusions that
we lost a particular number of
soldiers for now." B

He explained that the recal-
cmant posture of the mxhtanls

The Coordmator of the

TRAV., Uit NucnKo.

gain at AQI]) ﬂow statnon

Bayelsa State-owned

outﬁt,ﬂ1eBayelsaV0hnﬁaexs,-—

ChlefJoshuaBenamesa,who

v alsooonﬁrmedmelamdevel

opment, said, "Aslamspeak
ing with you (2.42 pm), there
is a serious fight between the
JTF men and youths at the
Ogboinbiri flow station.

“It is extremely difficult to -
confirm the figure of those who

have lost their lives in the last
fewhoursatﬂlefactlity buﬁhe

Headded, “We are work-

ing very hard to ensure a quick -
 resolution of the impasse, to

pax;ehewayforpeaoeandde—
velopment in the state and the
Niger Delta,”

Benamesia said thatefforls
rade by the BV and other
stakeholders to prevail on the
youths to vacate the flow sta-
tion failed.

The JTFmen had, on June

12, 2007 killed nine youths,

“flow station,
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whowerehavelhngmaspeed—
boat from Ogbotobo in Delta
Siatetoanversndeom;anmmty
in the Southem Local

mobM&mdtfferentparls
ofﬂ:engedetaarx:lM@d
soldiers onguardattbeAglp

~ The militants W that
they killed 12 SO%’S but the
Nigerian Navy only said the
whereabansofmofthesol- :

The govemment threat-
ened a military operation in the
area at the expiration of the uli-
matum.,

The deadlme expired on
Wednesday night.
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