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March 19 quarrel. While
Afolayan said the quarrel
began when one of the
boys that were living with
him went to pluck mangoes
from Shomuyiwa’s com-
pound, Funmilayo said it
was Afolayan’s wife who
started the trouble by at-
tacking her (Funmi’s)
younger sister, Ronke, who
had gone to fetch water.

Afolayan, who spoke with
our correspondent last
Tuesday, at Panti, said the
Shomuyiwas attacked an
eight year-old-boy named
Ojo, who was living with
him, when he went to
pluck mangoes from their
compound. '

“That was on Saturday
17. | had travelled to Ado-
Ekiti with my wife. When-
we came back, we learnt
about what happened; and
on seeing the boy, I was dis-
appointed that anybody
could beat a small boy like
that for plucking mango. |
decided that I would speak
with Rinmi and Ronke’s par-
ents because | knew that they
were responsible for it.”

But Afolayan said he was
unable to report the girls to
their parents that day, and
it was not until the follow-
ing Monday that another
incident forced him to go to
the Shomuyiwa compound.
“Around 4 pm that day, I just
heard some ndise from their
compound. Their house is op-
posite mine; so from the noise,
I knew it was Ojo that some-
body was beating again.”

But Funmilayo, who de-
nied beating Ojo, said it
was Afolayan’s wife who
attacked her younger sister.
“My father sent her to fetch
water and, as he returned,
Mrs. Afolayan attacked her
and threw the water away.
Later, children from
Afolayan’s = compound
started throwing stones at
us in our house. So we
picked Ojo, who was the
ring leader.”

Eventually, by the time
Afolayan went into the"
compound of
Shomuyiwas, tempers were
already high. Before long,
a free-for-alt ensued.

According to Funmilayo,
when Afolayan came into
their compound, he
shouted and blamed the
family for the crisis. But
when Sade Shomuyiwa
-confronted him, he slapped
her. When she returned the

slap, Afolayan allegedly
picked a plank that had been
lying on the ground and
started hitting her with it.
 Funmilayo alleged, “He
hit her randomly. He was
really angry. My mother was
on the ground, but he kept
hitting her. When [ saw that

the

he could kill her the way he
was going; | picked a broken
bottle and stabbed him on his
shoulder. Then he got angrier
and started chasing me. But

"managed to escape.”

‘However, Afolayan said
Funmilayo's tale was a fig-
ment of her imagination.
“She has always been a
troublesome young lady.
Yes I was shouting at the
woman, but Fumilayo sud-
denly stabbed me with the
broken bottle. It was the
anger from that that made
me pick a plank on the
ground. The plank was
meant for Funmilayo and

the mother knew this, soshe
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" held me. The only thing I did
was that | pushed her and she

fel. Then I ran after
Funmilayo. That is all. T did
not lay my hands on her.”
Afolayan said he later
went to report to the police
at the Ipaja, Lagos division
that he had been stabbed,
which led to the arrest of
Shomuyiwa and her chil-
dren. He said, “The follow-
ing dpy, the policemen
called me and_said Mrs.
Shomuyiwa "could ot

- breath very well, that they

wanted to release her. |
said okay. You can then im=
agine my shock on Friday
morning, when policemen

sutrounded my house and
arrested me on the allega-
tion that Mrs. Shomuyiwa
was dead, and it was the

* quarrel we had three days

earlier that killed her.”

Lagos State police
spokesman, Olubode
Ojajuni (SP), said the ar-
rest of Afolayan, his wife
and his driver was based on
Funmilayo’s statement. He
said the police would explore
all avenues, incduding medi-
cal fests, 10 establish the cause
of the woman's death.

“We will do our job and
leave no stone untumed. At
the end of the investigation,
justice will prevail,” he said.
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