ats abduct council |
demand N50m ransom

" witness said they were pushed
out of their Peugeot saloon ve-
hicle into another car befare
they were taken away.

Confirming the incident, the
Commissioner of Police, Akwa
Ibom State Command, Mr. Mo-
ses Anegbode, said that the
abductors were daring enough
to have beaten the security of
the council chairman.

Anegbode, who spoke on
the phone with our corre-
spondent on Sunday, dis-
closed that those who kid-
napped Ekong had already
asked for a N50m ransom in
order to effect his quick release.

He said, "l am aware of the
incident that took place on Fri-

defends Obasanjo on
oversial utterances

date, Maj. Gen. Muhammadu
Bubhari, that the PDP had al-
ready written the results of the
coming April elections.

He said the claims were a
form of defence that the op-
position were trying to offer
should they lose the elections.

"We have 30 governors, 30
states. Why should we rig? Do
we need to rig an election?

There are only six governors

who are not members of PDP,

In fact, we just don't want to
take all of them. That'swhy they
are still there," he said.

Death toll rises in Bayelsa
communal clash

Bisi Olaniyi, Yenagoa

HE death toll arising from

the boundary dispute be-
tween the people of Eqweama
and Liama in coastal Brass
Local Government Area of
Bayelsa State, has risen from
five to seven, with the panic-
stricken people deserting the

communities.

Security sources in the area
confirmed to our correspond-
ent on the telephone on Sun-
day that the people of the two
communities were now relo-
cating to Yenagoa, the state
capital and Port Harcourt, the
Rivers State capital.

In addition, human casu-
alties and houses were set
ablaze on both sides, with
more houses and other valu-
able property razed in the
smaller Liama.

The Chairman of Brass
LGA, Mr. Nathaniel Sylva, also
appealed to the people of the
area to sheathe their swords,
noting that there would never
be development without
peace.

Sylva urged the people and
others in the council to always

i BN

day and [ can only tell you that
the abductors have demanded
the sum of N50m as ransom."

The commissioner, how-
ever, refused to make further
comments, saying that he had
already informed the force
headquarters in Abuja about
the development.

He also stated that since the
matter was still under investi-
gation, it would not be appro-
priate to make further com-
ments on the matter.

It will be recalled that inci-
dence of kidnapping and hos-
tage taking reared its ugly head
for the first time in Akwa Ibom
State on October 3, 2006
when militants abducted
seven foreign oil workers for
over three weeks.

The PDP chieftain ex-
pressed regrets over the failed
constitutional amendment
through which the President
had intended to extend his
stay in office.

"Look at immunity. That
was one of the issues we said
should be removed so that
whether you are a governor
or you are a President, you will
be like Anenih, you will be like
the woman in the street. That
one was thrown away be- .
cause of the so-called third
term agenda,” he said.

embrace dialogue and stop !
taking laws into their hands.
To ensure maintenance of
law and order, the state's po-
lice command had deployed
more riot policemen in the
area, which was confirmed by
the Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, Mr. Ibokette Iniobong, a
Deputy Superintendent of Po-

lice.

Anti-riot pohcemen deploved
in Ogoni, as death toll rises

tories: Soni Daniel,
Port Harcourt

IVERS State' Police
Command on Satur-
day deployed no fewer than
250 riot policernen in Ogoni
community to quell rising
tension and killings resulting
from communal conflict.
The riot policemen,
backed by an Armoured
Personnel Carrier, took off
from the state police head-
quarters on Moscow Road
around 1lam on Saturday.
The policemen reported
at the Mbogho/Bodo
boundary around midday
and took positions to stall
further killings and destruc-
tion of property by rival mi-
litias, who had been fight-
ing for supremacy over a
disputed parcel of land.
No fewer than seven per-
sons had reportedly lost their
lives in the first two days of
the fracas, which erupted on
Thursday night, forcing
some natives to flee their
homes to escape being
caught in the crossfire.
Eyewitnesses said trouble

started following the inexpli-
cable death of a 62-year-old
woman who had gone to her
farm near the disputed land
between the two neigh-
bours.

Irked by the death of the
woman from one of the two
communities, angry persons
from the other settlement,
attacked their neighbours
whom they suspected of
murdering the woman.

Dangerous weapons
were reportedly freely used
in the encounter, which
erupted over the killing of
the woman.

A native of one of the
communities residing in Port
Harcourt told our corre-
spondent that no fewer than
10 persons had been killed
on both sides as at Saturday
morning when the people
arrived the troubled spot.

Sources said that the in-
volvement of armed cultists
who had-been fighting for
some politicians in the area
worsened the communal
clash and raised the death
toll.

" He said the matter de-

generated when one of the
politicians claimed that his
family house had been de-
stroyed by unnamed per-
sons and threatened to take
action.

Police Public Relations
Officer in the State Police
Command, Mr. Ireju
Barasua, confirmed the de-
ployment of policemen to
the Ogoni community in a
telephone interview with our
correspondent on Sunday.

She said that the deploy-
ment of the men was to
forestall the escalation of
the violence and destruction
of lives and property.

Barasua, an Assistant
Superintendent of Police,
however, declined to com-
ment on casualty figure,
saying that the police were
more concerned with the
protection of life and prop-
erty in the area.

Rivers State Finance
Commissioner, Mr. Kenneth
Kobani, a native of Bodo,
on Sunday appealed to
both parties to sheath their
sword and allow peace to
reign in the area.

Odili upgrades third class royal father

IVERS State Governor,

Dr. Peter Qdili, on Sun-
day promoted the Nye-New
Ali of Isiokpo, King Bless-
ing Ahiazunonwo Wagor-
Imenwo, Wagidi XL, to a
first class monarch thereby
increasing the number of
first class royal fathers in the
state from 12 to 13.

The latest promotion is
however seen by some peo-
ple as a way of raising a first
class traditional ruler for
Isiokpo, where Odili's possi-
ble successor, Mr. Celestine
Omehia, hails from.

Omehia, a lawyer and
longtime personal aide of
QOdili, is from Ubima in
Ikwerre Local Government
Area that had been under
the control of a third class

chief.

. Odili announced the up-
grading of the stool during
a ceremony to formally en-
throne the new monarch at
Adanta Playground in
Isiokpo.

The governor has also di-
rected the state Attorney-
General, Mr. Odein
Ajumogobia, SAN, to take
necessary legal steps to up-
grade the stool from third
class status to first class
with immediate effect.

QOdili noted that it was
wrong for the occupier of the
stool to stagnate as a third
class chief after many years
of peaceful reign.

QOdili noted, "From our
records, this stool has never
been in dispute and the area

PENGASSAN warns
against retrenchment

Sola Adebayo, Warri

HE Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Senior Staff Asso-
ciation of Nigeria has warned
the management of the Nige-
rian National Petroleum Cor-
poration against further unilat-
eral disengagement of its
members in the establishment.
The labour union said it
would not tolerate further dis- -
engagement of its members
without due consultations with
its ieadership.
The President  of
PENGASSAN, Mr. Peter Esele,
gave the warning during the

National Executive Council
meeting of the association in
Benin, Edo State last week.

Esele, in his address made
avaitable to our correspond-
ent in Warri on Sunday, said
NNPC must seek the input of
the group before dispensing
with the services of its mem-
bers in the corporation.

It will be recalled that the
NNPC disengaged 834 work-
ers, mostly PENGASSAN
members in December 2006.

The planned sack of addi-
tional 4,000 employees slated
for March, pitched the

NNPC

PENGASSAN leadership
against the corporation's man-
agement, a development
which led to the declaration of
trade dispute with the man-

agement of the NNPC by the
oil workers.
However, Esele said

PENGASSAN and its sister
organisation, the National
Union of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Workers, should be
carried along by the NNPC's
management in its future plan
to downsize its workforce to
encourage industrial har-
mony.

has never witnessed any
trouble and we must not fail
to commend you for your
peaceful leadership over the
years and wish to plead with
other communities in the
state to borrow a leave from
you. :
"What we have learnt
from you here is that wher-
ever you find peace it means
that there is justice. We urge
you to maintain the status
quo even in the years
ahead."

The governor noted that
the installation of new kings
in many parts of the state
had often been character-
ised by wrangling but ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
ease with which the new
monarch emerged.

Pro-Chancellor of the
Rivers State University of
Science and Technology,
Prof. Godwin Tasie, who
spoke on behalf of the com-
munity, said the stool dated
back to 1100 AD, when the
first king mounted the
throne and died in 1140
AD.

There were 12 high-rank-
ing monarchs in the state
before the upgrading of the
Isiokpo monarch.

They include the
Amanyanabo of Bonny,
Kalabari, Oba of
Ogbanland, Eze
Ekpeyelogbo of Ahoada
and the Eze Gbagagbaga of
Evo Kingdom in Obio/Akpor
local government.


joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Droite 

joelle
Ellipse 

joelle
Ellipse 


