Six banks robbed, eight killed in Lagos

Kunle Adeyemi

VV bloody day in some
parts of Lagos as four separate
incidents cost eight peopl
their lives.

In three of the incide
armed robbers attacked
banks, leaving six people
ead.

The fourth was a shoot-

t between some naval aﬁ/g;il;;‘i/eu

prison officials in Kirikiri. Two
died while many sustained in-
juries.

Four prison officials were
feared kidnapped and their
whereabouts were still un-
known at press time.

Our correspondent learnt
that three of the banks (names
withheld) that were attacked
by the armed robbers were
situated at thePdaba Interna-

tional Market.

Two are in Ikm the
outskirts of Lagos while the last
is located in Festac Town.

It was learnt that the rob-
bers succeeded in gaining ac-
cess to the vaults of three of
the banks and made away
with money vet to be estimated.

In the Alaba Market inci-
dent, the robbers, numbering
about 20, reportedly drove to
the scene in a Toyota Carina
car and a Coaster bus.

They were said to have
been armed with sophisticated
weapons and house-breaking
implements.

The robbers had already
entered one of the banks and

) V_rlvalof the police, .

emptied its vault before the ar-

‘the police "got 1o the
scene; there ensued a gun bat-
tle which lasted for about one
hour.

ttwas learnt that two of the
robbers were killed while three

R

others were arrested. The ar- -

rested ones gave their names
as Michael Oghene, Chidi
and Godwin

Our correspondent gath- »

ered that while the shootings
were going on, a fully-loaded
911 Mercedes Benz bus popu-

larly called "Molue" ran into the

"battlefield."

Ojajuni said six oxygen cyl-

inders, two iron hammers, two.
cﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ’ana dloves, one”

new AK-47 rifle with 10
rounds of ammunition in its
magazine, were among the
items found in the bus.

A source told our corre-
spondent that the robbery in
Ikorodu was intense that it be-
came difficult for policemen to
enter the arena. -

It was leamt that the Kirikiri
incident started at about
11.30am when a prison guard

‘asked a naval rating who al-

legedly parked his car close to

“the gate of the Kirikiri Maxi-

mum Prison to leave the place,

anhtened by the sporadlc W‘W‘hlch 8 dehneated as a secu-
rity zone.

shootings, the driver of the bus

reportedly brought the vehide
to an abrupt halt, and fled.

The vehicle, whichwas not .

properly controlled for a halt,
reportedly moved on and ran
into heaps of gravel

The bus somersaulted and -
" the fight escalated and an ex- 7

“change of gunshots began.

as a result, four of the passen-

gers died while many others

sustained injuries.

Another account however
said the dead persons were hit
by stray bullets from the rob-
bers.

All the bodies had been
taken to the mortuary for pres-
ervation.

The spokesman for the La-
gos State Police Comkmand,

- Asource said that an argu-
ment between the two men de-
generated into a fight and drew
the attention of _their col-
leagues in the area.

He said that as more naval
men converged on the scene,

After the initial round of the
fight, the naval men, who ap-
parently felt slighted, allegedly
went to mobilise and stdrmed

. theprisonwith a contmgent of

armed personnel. ~
Our source daimed that the
shootings became more spo-

_ radic and deafening with the

Mr. Olubode Ojajuni, said that

the Toyota car marked CQ 600
AAA and the Coaster bus
marked BM 768 FKJ were re-
covered from the scene.

naval men firing into the
prison and the prison guards
responding. -

Before the amival of three

‘patrol teams to the scene, the

two people had been killed.

The Police Area Com-
mander, Mr. Femi Oyeleye,
who confirmed the clash, said
he saw only one corpse at the
scene.

He identified the deceased
as Femi Oshunbamiro, a
teacher at the Prison Primary
School, Kirikiri.

Our correspondent leamnt
that a pistol with 10rounds of
ammunition was snatched
from one of the prison guards.

At press time, the Assistant
Inspector-General of Police in
charge of Zone 11 Command,
Lagos, Mr. Israel Ajao, and the
Commissioner of Police, state

“command, - Mr. Emeanuet=

Adebayo, weresaid e mak-
ing efforts toreschie the crisis.
The Director of Naval In-
formation, Captain Obiora
Medani, who spoke with our
correspondent on the tel-
ephone, condemned the
clash.. :
Medani saxd 'The incident
is quite regrefta“k.gle; We are
making all eﬁoﬂst igsolve the
matter. The naval authorities

are takmg’m : tQ iden-
men who espancied to the

shooting.:

"Atﬂ'xemmetlme,lcanas-
sure you that Vthe prison au-
thorities will do the same thing
with their men."

Ojajumsaldnobody had
been arrested.
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