Militants threaten fresh attacks on oil facilities

Bisi Olaniyi and day, accused the multina-  attacks against the compa- But the oil firm, on
Godwin Atser tional ChevronTexaco Ni-  ny's interest anywhere in  Tuesday night, restated its
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through dialogue. The
company said it had al-
ways advocated dialogue as
the only tool for conflict
resolution in the Niger
Delta.

The - Agence France
Presse reported the mili-
tants as calling on the in-

ternational community and

the Federal Government to
immediately call
ChevronTexaco Nigeria to
order. v
In a statement by one of
their umbrella bodies, the
Movement for the Emanci-
pation of the Niger Delta,
they said the call was ne-
cessitated by their discov-
ery of a fresh plot by the

military to attack the ljaw
community of Gbaramatu.

The group said in the
statement, "We are advis-
ing ChevronTexaco and the
Nigerian military to desist
from the planned invasion
of any ljaw community,
because it will be definitely
crushed with dire conse-
quences by our movement
with our native military ca-
pabilities.”

The group recalled that
an attack by the military in

" February made the militants

to kidnap nine expatriate oil
workers, who were released
after several days in captiv-
ity.

Two weeks ago, four

naval officers escorting a
convoy of boats working for
Chevron were killed by mili-
tants near.Chanomi creek
in Delta State.

No group claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack,
but the MEND made a
veiled reference to the at-
tack on Tuesday, saying,
"We express our.condolence
to the families of the naval
officers that lost their lives.”

The statement added,
“The wives and family
members of all military per-
sonnel should discourage
their husbands from ac-
cepting postings to the Niger

Delta until the demand for-

equity and justice is ad-

dressed by the Federal gov-
ernment."”

The group reiterated its
"determination and com-
mitment” to the emancipa-

', tion of the Niger Delta.

Some 25 security per-
sonnel have been killed
since January when mili-
tants seeking the control of
the country's multi-billion-
dollar oil and gas resources
launched attacks on oil
firms and personnel in the
region.

At least 32 expatriate oil
workers have also been kid-
napped, but all have been
released unharmed after
days or weeks in capitivity.
Continued on Page 11
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The unrest has led to a 25-
percent cut in oil exports from
Nigeria, Africa's largest pro-
ducer and the world's sixth
largest crude exporter.

When contacted, Chev-
ron's acting General Manager,
Government and Public Af-
fairs, Mr. Deji Haastrup, said,
"We have recieved a letter
from a faceless group threat-
ening our operations."

He said that the com-
pany was surprised by the
threat as it had always advo-
cated dialogue as the only
tool for conflict resolution in
the Niger-Delta.

"Despite the threat, we do
not expect the situation to
escalate. We are still confi-
dent that dialogue will ease
the tension and allow peace
to prevail," Haastrup added.

Meanwhile, the Bayelsa

State Government has al-
leged that militants  planned
to blow up oil installations in
the state.

The state's Deputy Gov-
ernor, Mr. Peremobowei
Ebebi, told journalists in
Yenagoa, on Tuesday, that

‘the militants also intended to

destabilise the state in’ order
to create the impression that
the administration of Dr.
Goodluck Jonathan was in-
effective.

Ebebi, who claimed that

- the militants were being spon-

sored by unnamed Bayelsa
citizens, wamed that the gov-
ernment would deal with
anyone caught fomenting
trouble in the state.

He said, "We are tired of
begging criminals. The spon-
sors are from this state

(Bayelsa) and their target is

oil installations.

"We have credible informa-
tion and security reports to the
effect that the freelance group
has concluded arrangements
to kidnap expatriates in the
creeks of Bayelsa. The boys
have already collected mobi-
lisation fee from their spon-
sors.

"When citizens are kid-

" napped or attacked, govern-

ment has a duty to negoti-
ate. Since it is dear that the
kidnappers want to be wast-
ing our time, we will stop ne-
gotiating with them."

Ebebi said security agents
were on the trail of the mili-
tants. He appealed to
Bayelsans and other indi-
genes of the Niger Delta not
to allow criminals in their
midst.




