N Pohce arrest nine over communal clash

State have arrested
about nine persons in connec-
tion with the communal vio-
lence that rocked Mgbowo vil-

lage in Awgu Local Govern:

ment Area of the state.
‘They were picked up when

HE police in Enugu

ﬁ\emededpamweﬁle

the community into what he

described as “an avoidable and

regretiable siuation.” *

stil scouring for four others he
called rindleaders of the viclence,
adding that seaurity agends had
fully secured the village and calm

wasgachﬂjm
Abadtam debumked claims

_'bymvhgasﬂmﬂlem—

sis was precipitated by the po-

" lice who were said to have
killed about five youths |

" He said that it was the i~

valy between two factions of -

the youths that led to the blood-
shed which reporiedly daimed

ALSCON workers stage protest over unpaid salaries

Chikewudi Akagike

ALM has retumned to the

Aluminium  Smelter
Compamy Nigeria Limited at
Lkot Abasi after irate work-
ers locked up the manage-
ment staff of the company
on Monday to protest their’

The workers were said 1o -
have been angered when the -

management insisted that it
would first pay their terminal
beneﬁ!sbeforeteleaﬂngthetr

1 1 "

over formally to the white

men and they are telling us
to come and take our termi-

not paid us our salary ar-.

to do?” he quesied. .
ferred anonymity told our

__correspondent that he had
- worked for over six years

with ALSCON.
He said that the decision

of the management to pay
them theit terminal benefits

™ ... -

- was a ploy to avoid paying

the company was owing

- them,

he was not competent to
‘He, however, told our

correspondent that the issue
had been resolved and the

. workers would get ali they

were owed by ALSCON.
Speaking to our ¢orre-

spondent on the matter, the
9 » a2 = B. a2

Police Public Relations Of-
ficer, Mr. Suur Chafa; said

- that an unidentified person

from the Bureau of Public
Enterprise came to the
company and announced
that ALSCON was set to
pay them their termma!ben
efit.

Chafa, a superintendent

of police, told our corre--

spondent in Uyo on Wednes-

.day that the workers went

of the management.

no fewer than seven frves.
Abattam, a superirtend-

ent of police, said that the

police would not rest until

the ringleaders who master-

minded the violence that

. swept the sleepy community

had been fished out.
The Mgbowo community
had witnessed. a bloody vio-

lence when some youths at-

tacked one another over the
creation of an autonomous -
community in the area.
Some villagers however
pointed accusing fingers at
the police, alleging that they
{policemen) caused the vio-
lence when they shot at some
youths who were protesting
their deployment in the vil-
lagetod:edcﬁ;eamual“ln

- §ji” festival which the villag-

ers were about holding.

The villagers daimed that
invited secuaity agents 1o pre-
verit the festival from being

turmexd info a political platform.
I



