™> Seven feared dead in intra-communal clash .

- Adelani Adepey

EOPLE of Mgbowo
- community in Agwu Lo-
cal Government Area of Enugu
State are cumrently counting their
losses as a communal violenice
which aqrirmed the villane over
the past three davs is feared 1
have left seven nersons dead

An undisclosed number of
people were also injured in the
dash involving some youths of

Our cotrespondent gatherd
that trouble started on Satur-
day when the past leadler of the
Mgbowo Improvement Union,
one Mr. Bemard Epetz, refusc?
o vacaie office for the newl,-
elected President, Dr. Michae!

Udeh.

This was mld to have led to
dashes by loyalists to the two
sides. )

A villager who did not give
his name however said that the
viclence was triggered off by a
policeman who shot at youths
protesting the security agents
inierlerence .in activibes miark-
ing the community s aniuad it

& aitural festival
He said that the policemen

- had been invited by some promi-

nent members of the commu-
nity who had feared that the fes-
tival might be tumed into a po-
liticad platform by some of their

opponents in the community,

The uniformed menwhao
portedly amved fhe town with

a1 amoured vehide were said

Boat accident: Assembly probes diversion of relief materials

_Jo_l'm Ameh

tragic memoties of the

August 2005 boat acci-
dent in Ogbaru Local Govern-
ment Area of Anambra State
| came alive on Tuesday as the
 state House of Assembly be-

gan a probe ‘of how relief ma-
terials sent to victims were di-

No fewer than 70 people lost
_their lives in a village called

about 4.15 am.

Among the dead were a
day-old baby and a man with
his three wives.

Relief: items worth over
N2.5million sent to the survi-
vors. and the fa.mtlies of the

T B .

Umunaniewvo when e boat con-
veying farmers and women.
capsized in the River Niger at

the Vice-Chairman of the
State Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, Mrs. Calister
Nwathuloanr; and the Chair-
man of the Ad hoc Commit-
tee on the Onitsha Religious
Crisis; Mr. J.C. Olielee.

.. Nweltg, in_his submissions

- before the committee, dis-

Emma Mwosu, SEMA offi-
clals were directed to release
the Ogbaru relief to victims of

hel-‘ebmarymomshare-
pnsal
‘According to him, mough__

the Ogbaru incident ocourred in
August 2005, it was not until

.. February this year that the relief
from NEMA arrived the staite.
He, however, added that ¢

emmient, the memo was not

the arrival of the relief coindded
with the outbreak of the

Onitsha riots, forcing Ngige to
order the diversion of the relief
to. the Onitsha victims “be-
cause of the urgency of the situ-
ation on hand.”

Both Nwachukwu and
Okeke agreed with the presen-
tation of Nweke, adding that,
under the SEMA edit, the gov-
emor had the execufive pow-

. .er it divect the agency on how

refief should bz distriouted.

“There was-an emergency
on our hand. In shor, after the
relief were sent to Onitsha, 1
immediately sent a memo to
the governor reminding him of
the need to replace the mate-
dalssoﬂmtﬁ:eyooddbesent

acted upon on time,

“I sent a similar reminder

ment is a continuum, we ex-
pect that he will act accord-

ingly,” Nwachukwu to!d the‘

panel. _
" But, the Store Officer in

charge of the state central -

store, Mr. Chibuzor Okafor, re-

" officials were issued personal -

mihemuu-
tion of the :

Okafor, who showed a list to
the panel, collected between

 wo and 10 bags of rice.

“The Ministry of Women
Affairs collected 20 bags of rice

‘mdltmﬂxm&c-

retary {nafres
signed the memo,”
vealed.

he re-

'toha\redashedwlﬂ'lﬂ\ewuﬂm

and seats alreacly set up for the
festival at the premises of the
Mgbowo Boys Secondary
School.

'I'hemolenoe cortinued un-
i Maondav threatening to claim
more lives. but later subsicler!
following an emergiency visit by
the Commissioner of Police.
truau State Command.
Charles Dawodu, with a tean:
of senior police officers.

Another villager however
traced the crisis to the appoint-
ment of two ingdigenes to the
traditional léadership of two
autonomous communities re-
cently created in the town by
the state government. '

But the Public Relations

fice Command, Mr. Mike
Abattam, stated that the

- youths were actually fighting
" over the tradifional stool of the
Someofﬂc:aks accordingto -

twoautonomous communities.
According to him, the"

youlhsdonotwantbhavetwo

autonomous communines,




