goundary dispute: Saraki dissolves Oyun, Offa LGs

Doyin Adebusuyi, Ilorin

ARA State Governor,

Dr. Bukola Saraki, has
dissolved Oyun and Offa
local governments foliowing
the lingering boundary dis-
pute between two commu-
nities in the councils.

The dissolution of the
councils was the outcome of
a meeting the govemor held
with stakeholders from Offa
and Erin-lle communities on
Monday evening at the Gov-
emment House, llorin.

The two communities had
been at loggerheads over
boundary delineation that had

claimed four lives and prop- -

erty worth millions of naira. -

At the meeting were the
chairmen of the two local
governments, Mr. Folaranmi
Aro (Offa), and Mrs. Hellen
'Popoola (Oyun), the two tra-
_ditional rulers of the commu-
nities and all security chlefs
in the state.

Saraki, who announced
-the dissolution in a statement
on Tuesday by his Chief Press
Secretary Mr. Bisi Abidoye,
also appointed Mr. S.S.: Mo-
hammed and Mr. “M.S.
Omar as administrators for
Offa and Oyun councils re-
spectively.

He said he relied on Sec-
tion 18 {5 & 8) of the Local
Government Amendment
Law 2006 to sack the coun—
cils executives,

The action will however be
in force for a period of three
months in the first instance.

Meanwhile, Saraki has
constituted a seven-man ju-
dicial commission of inquiry
into the boundary dispute
beiween the communities.

Justice Hannah Olushola -

Ajayi heads the panel - Offa-
Erin-fle disturbance, destruc-

tion of property and loss of
lives judicial commission of
inquiry.

The commission has eight
weeks from the date of its first
sitting to submit its report to
the governor.

Other members of the com-
mission are Alhaji Saidu Isa,
Mr. Adebayo Adelodun, and
Mr. Sadiq ‘Afodun, repre-
sentatives of the police and
the State Security Service,
and Mr. JK. Ove as the sec-
retary.

A statement by Abidoye
said the panel would investi-
gate and ascertain the imme-
diate and remote causes of the
crisis, determine the circum-
stances leading to the loss of
lives during the crisis, and de-
termine whether any person
or group contributed in any
way to the crisis.

1t will also investigate and
identify persons, other than se-
curity personnel, who pos-
sessed firearms during the civil
disturbance, and identify how

such people got the ammuni-
tion and determine who sup-
plied the firearms.

The Ajayi-led panel will
also astertain the extent of loss
of lives or damage to prop-
erty during the crisis.

Other terms of reference in-
clude making recommenda-
tion on how to avoid such dis-
turbance in future, and sug-
gesting appropriate punish-
ment against anybody found
to have contributed to the cn
sis.

Cult clash: Mnssmg OOU lecturer found dea

Niyi Odebode, Abeokuta

‘lecturer at the Olabisi
University,

Onabanj
Ago-lwove, ngn State, Mt

Seun Ovyedola, who was de-
dared missing last Friday after
a campus cult clash in the uni-
versity, has been Mund dead.

Oyedola, an English Lan-
guage: lecturer, was found
dead on Tuesday in-a bush
behind Poopola Hospntal
liebu-Igbo.

The university’s Pubhc Re-
lations ' Officer, Mr.: Niyi
Oduwole, who confirmed this
to our correspondent; said the
deceased was found-by a
search fearn: comptising vigi-
lance ‘groups and security
agents.

One of Oyedola s col-
leagues,, who pleaded ano-
nymity;-said-the deceased

. was-teaching at the Abusi

Edumare campus of the
OO0U; when cultists invaded
the institution. .

During the clash,-a 200-
level Philosophy student,
Hassan Akeem, was allegedly
gunned down by the cultists.

Oduwole, in an interview

with otr comrespondent, said

Ovedola’s corpse was found

behind Popaola Hospital,
which had been converted to
a hostel.
He explained -that there
were machete cuts on the de-
ceased’s legs, adding that his
cell phone was beside him.
The spokesman stated that
the lecturer’s face was buried

He, however, said the in-
stitution could not ascertain
whether any part of the body
had been tampered with.

Oduwole added that the

police had been invited to
evacuate the corpse, while
‘members of the deceased’s
family had been invited.

In a statement on Tuesday
by Oduwole, the Vice-Chan-
cellor of the university, Prof.,
Odutola Osinlesi, described
the incident as disturbing to
the unjversity community.

The vice-chancellor con-
doled with the OOU branch
of the Academic Staff Union
of Universities and the family
of Oyedola.
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Don’t promote false rep
Ogun PDP warns aspir

Niyi Odebode, Abeokuta

peoples Democratic

Party,  Ogun. State
branch, has warned its as-
pirants not to promote false

‘média reports.

The Secretary of the state

’f'branch of the party, Mr. Yemi

Akinhanmi, gave this warn-
ing in an interview with our
correspondent on Monday,
when reacting to a contro-
versy on a House of Repre-

.sentatives’ seat in. Ogun

East.
There have been counter-

-claims by a member of the

House of Representatives,
Mr. Dave Salako, and an as-
pirant, Chief  Fatai
Sowemimo over the seat.

A group, in a newspaper
report last month, claimed
that it was Sowemimo that
won the party’s primaries in
2003, but was prevailed
upon to concede his victory
to Salako.

Salako has since denied
the claim.

Commenting on the con-
troversy, Akinhanmi said
such an agreement did not
exist, adding that Salako
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