Z 2ood uo ;::r. ~

V3N AT30IM LSOW ML

Jvr

fpo3snd Ul sjsijeunof spuewal Jnoy) ;

O e e

4

P T

R S T SN S TN T I SRR SN Y

P P I S IR W A L

Cx

P S Sy T

[ IR

}

al

F4 abod uo _uu‘::::.uu

e Jou Ianamoy sem ]|

"ayousuz uyor.

100 auo 4q pa] uaaq aney
0} pies uopelado ay} Buunp
Pa12n0021 21am ‘DU [ UV
ue Buipnput ‘sunb anig
‘siaquiall gOSSVIN
pawpadsns g9 JO }sai
-Ie ay} o} paj osfe ‘Arepjiu
ay pue aotjod ay jo wea)
pauiquiod e Aq N0 pau
~Ted sem yorym ‘prex ay |

"RYSHUQ) -Ut-torjes
-webio ayy Jo aseq peoy
SHIOM/SelIS 9f 23 Je peap
J0US Wayl Jo om} fser] je
ynm Aepsani uo paduaul
-wod  2jelg RIqUIRUY
ur  engelg jo  aelg
uBlalanog ay} jo uones
-Ifenioy 3y} 10} JUSWANO
ayy jo - siaquaw
UOo UMOpHORI) anissewl

a1zopary) ewionyj
pue goury uyop

EO ur

[CIIUAPISA ]

L O O R R R P




/Wm

Py

e TS T 2T IRRI TV et JUDL

L
¥
bid

srrp‘&h ensiaught by the

joint team as five policemen .

were wounded by -the
MASSOB members.

“"%. Before then; a“75mm
" -unexploded bomb was re- -
‘covered from the Akpaka
Forest enclave of MASSOB
~in a separate raid by the
thce Bomb stposal Unit,
' Two locally-made explo-
-sives; said to be " capable
- .of degstroying a bungalow
‘ were?also found in: the en- .

throw from the On‘itsha; o
Government Resewation.

Area

s

ments at a news: conference; - mad

in Onitsha.

_Wlﬂ‘\lﬁ the sh rtest time
i He s(ated that the two .
: suspﬁts were shot dead af- %
ter they reportedly resisted

arrest and engaged the
team in a gun battle.

The commnssnoner al-
legecfL that the “ miscre-
ants”. defied the curfew,
robbed and molested inno-

cent citizens -in Onitsha on -

Saturday.

- He added, “Two days

~ago, a“Police Inspector was
- kidnapped at Nkpor by the

- same peopie while on hns

way home

“He is still mlssmg, @n-
other policeman who was
on escort duty was also kid-
napped on Silas/Works
Road.

“If you add that to the
fact that two other police-
men have been missing
since March, it will bring
the number to four.

“We are doing everything
possible to find these po-
licemen though we won't
rule out the fear that one
or two may have died. We
are very hopeful.”

On how the team will

: »ppofhtedn“_;: %
Commlssmner of Police,”
‘Anambra State Command

. two-af my.staff; it istertrial - members of his &btnet“

Two kllled 69 a

enforce the proscrlphon of
MASSOB and the Na-
tional Association of Road

‘Transport Owners, John
- explained that leaders of
_all the proscribed bodies

had been invited to a meet-

~ing on Wednesday.

- “The government's or-

“der takes effect from July .
3,-2006 but we are pre- -
‘paréd to repossess the mo-

tor parks and the markets
immediately,” he added.
The: Commanding -Of-

bombk sald that it Was a
rocket-pmpeﬂed type

"'Chijama ﬁgbu and
Everest Amaefule
HE Federal Govern-

ment may bar the Bei-
mt-based Investcom LLC

_from the bid for the acqui-

sition of 51 per cent con-

trelling stake in Nigerian

Telecommunications Lim-

ited following its-acquisition -

by MTN Group Ltd., Afri-

“ca'’s largest mobile phone

company.

: Sharehqlders of MTN
. vated overwhelmmgly ‘on .
“Tuesday to approve the’

$5.5billion deal for the ac-
quisition of lnvestcom
LLC. '

- According to the Chair-
man of MTN, Mr. Cyril
Ramaphosa, the sharehold-
ers in a meeting in Johan-
nesburg voted 99.99 per
cent in favour of the deal.

With the approval by the
shareholders, it is expected
that MTN will take over the
operations of the company,
which is among the seven
firms shortlisted for the ne-

mauguranon we suspected _

’wasamtss

.and the 1mage
zens RS

ttually used to mjure five

policemen.”

 Meanwhile,the Federal
Government has set up a
four-member panel to

_probe the burning down
"-of the Onitsha Prisons and
release of over 200 in-

mates by-hoodlums.
The panel,
headed by a former Direc-

tor in the Presidency, Mr.

Peter Egure, is to submit
its report within four

weeks,

The Secretary to the

“Severnmmentof the Fodera-
wmh tian, Chief U t_,,Ekaette,.'
~ who inaugurated the cor
_:mittee 'in Abuja;’ ‘said that
_ the government was dis-

turbed by the incident.

_..The Panel’s terms of ref- ‘

_sence'are: .
Yo Aswm«what*actu-
ally happened that led to
the jailbreak;

e Determine the in-
volvement or otherwise in

gdotiated. sale: of NITEL.

MTN will pay-about
$1,120 per customer for”
Investcom, an acquisition

which will give it base in 10.
new countries, including
Sudan, Afghanistan and
Saudi Arabia.

- ‘The new-countries are in -
‘addition to the MTN's pres-
~ence in Nigeria and fran. -

The company will use its

.. own cash, issue new shares,
“sell about $1.1 billion of.
. corporate bends and bor-

row ‘about- $3.85 billion tow:-
fiind the purchase.

Meanwhile, MTN: on
- Monday received a Baa3 -

rating, the lowest invest-
ment grade, from Moody’s

Investment Service ahead
“of the bond sale, the big-

gest ever by a publicly
traded South African com-
pany.

MTN Nigeria, which had
shown interest in the pur-
chase of government shares
in the country’s first na-
tional carrier, was disquali-

 com-

Conﬂnuedﬁ'om page 1

the quent of metnbers
of the MASSOB;NARTO,
“and any other sundry

.. groups: operatmg in the

city;

* Ascertain the role

played by the Nigeria Po-
lice Force ‘and particularly

s, < --whether its men could
which is-

‘have averted the incident;

. ...* Ascertain the role
_played by individuals in
theincident and apportion

- blames. accordingly;

. Ascerfain why the as-

' sistance of the military was

~~not-soughton fifhe;
e.Make appropﬁate rec-
~ommendations on’ those

feund wanting and meas--
ures to:be.taken with a ..

view to. forestalling future
‘recurrence; and -

“» Advise 'on any matter
mctdental to vtheetemf of
—sefererice,

Egure promised that the
. panel would not disappoint
the government in‘its as-
signment. .~

bar Investcom from NITEL bnd

‘fled fo avoid creatmg a
'_‘fmongpoly in that sector.

B Our correspondents
'*leamt that both-the Bireau

-of Public Enterprlses and
the NCC are watching the
MTN/Investcom deal closely
to see if it will affect

-Investcom’s compliance
with regulatory issues in its
bid for NITEL.
* It was further gathered
that the'BPE had sent the

- list of the seven firms origi-

*nally pre-qualified for the
“negotiated sale of NITEL to
the Nigerian Communica-
tions' Commmission for vet-
ting. . ‘

A source added that the
BPE was yet to get response
from the NCC on the seven
firms’ compliance with
regulatory issues. -

“When our correspondent

spoke with the Head, Pub-
lic Communications of the
BPE Mr. Joe Chigbo
Anichebe, on the phone on
Tuesday, he confirmed that
Continued on page 9
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