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Two feared killed as robbers
storm bank in Lagos

Olalekan Adetayo

O persons including a
policeman was, on
Wednesday, feared killed and
| oneinjured as heavily armed
men suspected to be robbers
stormed the Ogudu branch of
a bank in Lagos.
The armed men, number-

ing about 15, amived at the

bank at about 9arm when full
banking operations had
started. i

The men, who were shoot-

ing sporadically, reportedly

. overwhelmed the security -
men on duty and forced their

| way into the.bapk premises
| In‘the process, they shot

private security guard at'a -
W | closerange, leaving him with
: g\mshotmjurymhlsarm

' As at the time our cotre-
W | spondent visifed the bank, a
, poolofbloodwasnohoedat

1 the'en

v beret, a pair of police boots, a

| white glove and expended
shells littered the ground.

' Our cotrespondent also

1] saw a welder workingon the

| iron gate thatled to the bank-
ing floor, and some of the
bank's cleaners mopping the
floor, -

Three vehicles, with wind-
screens shattered by bulléts,

were also parked by theroad

in front of the bank.

The vehicles were a
Mercedes Benz 190E marked
BS 37 KJA; a Mitsubishi
Sigma car marked DL 250
i | ABC, and a Volkswagen bus

| with registration number- XH
4 437 EKY. .
. Someofﬂrebanksofﬁaals
1 were seen turning back pro-
] spective customers who wen
K | unaware of the incident.

{  The Police Public Relatior
8 | Officer, Lagos State Polic
| Command, Mr. Oluboc
‘| Ojajuni, a deputy super
'{ tendent of police, confirm

k | the incident to our cor

spondent. .
§{  Oajunisaid three pec

‘ﬁshfromOgudu

were assisting the police in their
investigations into the case,
adding that the hoodlums’ op-
erational vehicle, a bus, had
been recovered.

But the driver of the bus,
who is being held at the anti-
robbery section of the state

~ command headquarters, told
our correspondent that two -
-men suspected to be members

of the  gang hired him from Ketu
that he would
¢mvey cartohs of

- The drivet; who adenﬁﬁed

He said on-amival at the
shore, the meht threw him in-
side the river; two- waited in-
side the boat; two held him in-
side the river, while others sped

n - *~&#han ho started hearing

gunshdsfmmadistance.

He said themen retumed a
few minutes later, shot him on
his thigh where he was lying
down and escaped with the
boat.

His teenage assistant cor-
roborated his story, saying that
his boss sent him to buy ciga-
rette for him at a nearby make-
shift shop while he (the boss)
stayed with the men at the riv-
erside.

He said, “Suddenly, 1
looked back and I saw our bus
speeding off with full capacity.
The driver was wearing a fez
cap; he was definitely not my

. boss. The men were betwéen

12 and 14.

“I became curious and ran
after them only for me to he-
gin to hear gunshots. By the
time [ retumned to the river-
side, 1 met my boss, com-
pletely wet, on the floor and
he told me that the men threw
him inside the water.”
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