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Onekilled, six 5..5@@ over boundary dispute in Kwara

Doyin Adebusuyi, Horin

NE person was con-
firmed dead and six
others seriously injured over
boundary dispute between
Offa and Erin-lle commu-
nities in Kwara State.
Also, many property
were damaged by rampag-

- ing youths who allegedly in-

vaded the disputed area

and set ablaze a sawmill,

a car park, a mosque and
market located at the Offa
end of the boundary be-
tween the communities.
Our correspondent who
visited the area on Wednes-
day noticed that youths
armed with dangerous

weapons including cut-
lasses, axes, guns and
charms from both- sides
were mobilising for any
eventuality.

All schools, including the
Federal Polytechnic, Offa
and shops around the af-
fected area hurriedly closed
on Tuesday evening when
the crisis broke out between
the two ¢ommunities.

Eyewitnesses told news-
men that the crisis started
around 10am when some
rampaging youths armed
with dangerous weapons
reportedly attacked the
popular Ajegunle market,
which also housed a saw-
mill and a mosque.

m.Sarm was still smoul-
dering an Wednesday from
thebffected area,

ma_.:m fierce-looking riot
policemen had also been
stationed at the disputed
boundary to enforce law
and order,

It wag learnt that the dis-
puted area had become a
subject of contrpyersy be-
tween the two cammunities
since time immemorial.

The Elerin of Rrinle, Oba
Ganiyu Olusogkun I,
claimed §n an interview that
the dispyted area had been
ceded ty Erinle by a Su-
preme Court judgment.

Alsa'in an interview, the

Mustapha Ariwajoye II,
said the situation was un-
der control, adding that he
had appealed to the youths
to remain calm.

He said efforts were on.

to settle the dispute ami-
cably. :

The Commissioner for
Environment and Tourism,
Mr. Sequn Olawoyin, who
led government’s delega-
tion to the affected area,
told .wocn,:@:m; after a
meeting with the Olofa
that one person was killed
in the crigis.

He also confirmed that
six others were in critical
condition at both the Gen-
eral Hospital, Offa and the

Olofa of O:N* Oba

University of llorin Teach-
ing Hospital, Horin.

He, however, said that
the government would set-
tle the issue amicably be-
tween the communities.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police, Kwara
State: Command, Mr.
Adeola Adeniyi, who was
at the disputed area, said
the situation was under
control, adding that no
arrest had been made.

Attend to masses’
needs, Obasanjo
advised
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