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BY DESMOND UGBAH

A drunk driver of Toyota Avalon car on Sunday 10th July, 2011 knocked-down and killed two motorcycle riders popularly known as Okada
along old Otukpo road, high level Makurdi.
Eyewitness account revealed that the accident was as a result of recklessness on the part of the driver who was seen moving on a high
speed and at the same time making a phone call.
A thorough investigation by TNT correspondent gathered that, the same car was seen driving at high speed around the streets of Makurdi
prior to the incidence.
TNT gathered that when the incident occurred, the Okada riders at the scene quickly mobilized and protested against the act as the driver
drove to the B. Divisional police station at old otukpo road for protection. The Okada riders suspected to be protesting for the death of their
members began to obstruct raffic when the popular PDP thugs in Makurdi attacked them with matchets and burnt-down two of their
motorcycles at Katsina-Ala street High level Makurdi accusing all Okada riders in Benue State to be members of the Action Congress of
Nigeira (ACN)
The incident did not end there as the same PDP thugs were seen matcheting Okada riders and burning down their motorcycles in the early
hours of Monday 11th July, 2011.
Our correspondent gathered that more than ten motorcycles were burnt down, seven at Katsina-Ala street and five slightly after Togo’s
Supermarket.
One of the victims cried of the insecurity of their lives and properties in the State and called on the federal government to intervene urgently
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as their lives and properties were no longer safe in Benue state. Also, some hoodlums were reported to have used this opportunity to loot
the helpless traders at Wurukum market, the Igbo community in Wurukum market frowned at this unlawful act.
Okada riders Association Chairman lamented that several of their members have been arrested by the state police for no reason when the
reckless driver who took two lives has since been allowed to take his car for repairs. He condemned the act exhibited by the police. Instead
of arresting and detaining the drunk driver, it is the helpless Okada riders that were victimized against the death of their members.
Sources are of the opinion that actions and reactions from both parties involved stem from interpretations emanating from political
affiliations. Though all parties have dislodged such allegations, particularly PDP
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