23-year—old man fa]sely accused of phone theft beaten
~ todeathinDelta

* arrested by the police, had in-
. ..vited the vigilantes when she
rs’ Dayin_ discovered that the phone

lms.asadiatbg\y‘
bor, Delta State last Sun-__was missing from the charg-
day as 3 23-year-ol mg point and accused Philip

Alphonsus Agborh l Asaba

_man was beaten of stealing it.
by members of alocal vigi- - Aneyewitness who pleaded
.lante group in the areaovera_ anonymlty narrated that af-
missing phone. - ~_ ter the young man returned

The deceased, Joe Philip, - from church, he turned-on
was falsely accused of steal- - his generatorand the woman

ing a Nokia torch'ight phone in the same compound with
* which a lady in_tke neigh- - him came knocking to charge
bourhood of Mariere Lane _ her phone in his room.

brought- into his apartment While the young man was
for charging. sleeping, it was said that the
The woman, who has been”  woman’s son: came to- pick

'ﬂ1e phone from the charging

point without Philip’s knowl-
edge and ‘unknown to his
mother. .

According to the report, the
woman later returned to Phi-
lip’s flat to collect the phone
but couldn’t find it.

The deceased, who ex-
pressed - concern over the

disappearance of the phone; .
" however promised to replace

it for her, but the woman.in-
sisted that she needed her ex-

~act phone, with a promise to
~ teach him a lesson of his life.

The source said: “At this

point, the woman: . invited

members  of a' local’ secu-
rity -outfit, ‘Anioma . Security
Watch Network, for interven-
tion.

‘fThey .. [vigilantes] . - ar-

rived at the scene in the

compound and descended
on the .young man, telling

him to provide the missing -

phone; even as several per-
sons - pleaded - with them,
but" they -insisted that he
must provide the phone.

.-“The -beating - continued
until they realised that the

situationhad_gone out of

: tr\elr control; after’a- m?hule,
they noticed that the mo-

tionless body of the man
had. become cold and :stiff,
so they immediately carried

- him“to_their office at Gbe--

noba Street, Agbor, where
amob damaged their, patrol
Hilux vehicle.”

“The quick mterventlon of
the police and military saved
the situation, while the re-
mains of the young man were

‘taken to the morgue at Cen-

tral - Hospital, Agbor by the
police, aggrieved relations
and friends. :

Few hours after the in-
cident, . the ~missing - Nokia
- phone was seen 'with the
woman’s son who had earlier '
gone to pick it up. ‘

The son claimed he dldnt

,want to disturb Philip- while
~asleep when he- entered his
room to pick the phone.:

Confirming the incident on
Tuesday; the state Police Pub-
lic Relations  Officer (PPRO),
Bright : Edafe; - condemned

acts of jungle justice, adding -

that those involved would be -
arrested and prosecuted for.
murder L



