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Confirming the incident,
the spokesperson for the Riv-
ers State' Police Command,
Grace lIringe-Koko, said two

deaths were recorded.

Shesaid a policeman and a
vigilante operative lost their
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missioner of Police, Olatunji Disu (second left), an
m. shortly after the State Security Council Meeting in the Govemment House, Port Harcourt, on Tuesday.

with security chiefs behind
closed doors at the Govern-
ment House, Port Harcourt.
The security council meet-
ing had been convened after
the battle to take charge of
local council secretariats took
a chaotic dimension on Tues-
day, with gunshots rending

destroyed by those who in-
vaded the secretariat.

While the 23 local govern-
ment chairmen insisted that
their tenure was yet to expire,
Govemor Fubara, had in a
statewide broadcast, directed
Heads of Local Govenment
Administration to take charge
of their councils, reiterating
that the tenure of embattied

expired on Monday.
Addressing journalists after
the security council meeting,
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Fubara said the discussion was
to deliberate on strategies to
contain - the invasion of local
government secretariats.

He cautioned the embat-
tled council chairmen against
harbouring hopes of return-
ing to their positions.

Speaking further, Fubara al-
leged there was a plan by his
opponents to arrest his sup-
porters. 2

He pledged to personally
protect them, saying anyone
attempting such arrests would
have to confront him first.

Among councils where skir-
mishes were recorded was
the Port Harcourt Local Gov-
ernment secretariat when its
embattled chairman, Allwell
lhunda attempted to enter
the council secretariat.
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Gunshots were fired when
Aliwell attempted to enter
the secretariat while he was
chased away by some youths
when he tried to make his
way to the premises.

Under canopies and in jubi-
lant mood, outside the sec-
retariat, some youths of ljaw
origin waved the ljaw Youth
Congress flags, while others
held placards with solidarity
messages for Fubara amid
heavy security presence.

In various addresses, the
ljaw youths maintained that
they were out to ensure that
no chairman stayed after
expiration of his three-year
tenures.

In Obio/Akpor, a vehicle be-
longing to its outgone chair-
man, George Ariolu was van-
dalised.

Across the various coun-
cils, there was heavy security
presence. :

The embattled chairmen
were holding on to the Local
Government Amendment
Bill passed into law and ve-
toed by the Martin Amaew-
hule led Assembly.

According to the embattied
chairmen, the law empow-
ered the Rivers State Assem-
bly to extend the tenure of
council chairpersons, their
vice, and councillors where it
is deemed impossible to hold
elections before the end of
their three-year tenure.

But a court nullified the
amended law, prompting an
appeal.

The appeal court is set to
deliver a ruling on the matter
onJune 20, 2024.

Meanwhile, opposition
federal lawmakers under
the aegis of G60 on Tuesday
rose from an emergency
meeting in Abuja describing
the attempt by 23 former
Local Government Chairmen
Aln Rivers State to forcefully

stay in office of LG chairmen, destroy Wike's statue -Fubara meets
charge of .Gs -Police take over council

gov to file treason suit against 23 ex-council bosses

retain their seats after the
constitutional expiration of
their three years tenure as a
treasonable act.

-~ The group led by Hon. k-

enga Imo Ugochinyere at a
press conference held at the
National Assembly, Abuja
therefore called on the Riv-
ers:State Government to im-
mediately prepare treason
charges against the local gov-
ernment chairmen and their
sponsors over the committal
of the alleged act.

Ugochinyere who was
flanked by Honourable Al-
iyu Mustapha = (Kaduna),
Hon Matthew Nwogu (Imo)
and Honourable Midaila Us-
man(Bornu), accused the for-
mer LGA chairmen of breach-
ing the provisions of Section
37 (1) of the Criminal Code
Act, Section 39 of the Nigeria
Police Act; Section 12 of the
Criminal Procedure Code;
Section 23 of the Criminal
Procedure Code and Section
1(2) of the 1999 Constitu-
tion that frowns at anybody
or group of persons that at-
tempts to unlawfully occupy
position of power in the
country or forcefully attempt
to take over government in
any part of Nigeria.

He, therefore, called on the
judiciary to remain vigilant in
curbing the activities of per-
sons desperate to take over
institutions of governance in
Rivers State or any part of the
country.

The lawmakers frowned at
what they referred to as at-
tempted treason organized
by the former local govern-
ment chairman who wanted
to use magistrates/ judges
from neighbouring states to
conduct a kangaroo swearing
in ceremony around 5am this
morning despite the fact that
their  tenure expired . since
17th of this month. . F



