Gunmen kill farmer in Edo
community
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were taken away by the at-
tackers," he said.

'Also speaking, a member of -
a vigilante group in the com-

qgn_cgmmm%mune-lvb-
iaro in Owan East Local Gov-

munity, Abdul Saliu Emok-

~ernment Area of Edo State on

Mr Danjuma

paire, said the corpse of the

1 s gunmen suspected man had been brought home
mfor burial.

Emokpaire, who called on

‘ alre [arm

Residents of the community,
ho spoke to journalists on
phone, said the deceased was
attacked by the armed men
while he was about to leave
the farm after the day's work.
The residents, who said
1 they saw the victim going to
| the farm on Friday, added
that he said he was going to
plant yam seedlings.

One of the residents dis-
closed that they became wor-
ried when in the early morn-
ing on Saturday, the deceased
was not seen at home.

According to the resident,
"Yesterday evening (Friday),
there was heavy rainfall un-
4 til late night, so it wasn't
possible for people to know
whether he returned from
the farm or not.

"But this morning (Sat-
urday), he -was not seen
around. This prompted some
people to go to his house
and found it locked from the
front. So, we had to mobilise
and go to the farm to search
for him. Unfortunately, what
was seen was unexpected.

"We found him dead. What
we see around the scene of
the incident indicated that he
was attacked and killed while
on the motorcycle. There
was no sign that there was
confrontation between him
and those that killed him. The
motorbike was damaged,
cutlass and' mobile phone

the security agencies and
the Edo State government to
come to the aid of the com-
munity, noted that the com-
munity had been gripped
with fears, as the people were
afraid to go to farm for fear of
being attacked by herdsmen.

"We call on security agen-
cies in the state and Gover-
nor Godwin Obaseki that we
are mourning one of our il-
lustrious sons whose life was
cut short by evil men. This is
farming season, and this is
the time the people of the
‘community who are predom-
inantly farmers are preparing
land for cultivation. Fears
have gripped the community.
We are now afraid to go to
our various farms," he added.

Meanwhile, a senior police
officer in the Afuze Divisional
Police Headquarters con-
firmed the incident.

The officer, who pleaded
anonymity, said policemen
had been drafted to the com-
munity and had visited the
scene of the crime.

He also added that the po-
licemen obtained the nec-
essary information that was
required for investigation.

When contacted, the state
police command's Public Re-
lations Officer (PPRO), Chidi
Nwabuzor, said he was yet to
be briefed, but said he would
bring the information to the
attention of the State Com-
missioner of Police.



