30 killed as rival militia groups clash in Benue
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“The armed men have also
moved to the bushes of Gbeji,
Chito and Afia in their num-
bers but cannot move into
the residential areas because
of the timely intervention of
troops of Operation Whirl
Stroke (OPWS).”

When contacted, the mem-
ber representing Ukum state
constituency in the Benue
State House of Assembly,
Nyiyongo Ezra, said about 20
people were killed in the clash.

“The murder sparked out- though we have record of

rage among members of the  about 12 farmers who were it

rival gang in Taraba State. This _caught in the crossfire. Over
omnd. 30 others were injured, while
“What followed was that some are also missing.
another militia leader in Ukum “Sadly, caught in the cross-
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Commissioner of Police
in the state, Emmanuel Ad-
esina, who also declined to
give details of the crisis, said
more personnel had been de-
ployed in the area, just as he
added that five corpses had
been recovered.

Earlier, a military source told
newsmen in Makurdi on Wed-
nesday that some of the at-
tacks were by local militia men.

He said: “These are mili-

tia men killing themselves.
Yes, we acknowledge that
probably one or two people
may have been caught in the
crossfire, but the majority of
the people who were killed
were members of the militia
gangs in the area.
. “We are currently in
Kwande trying to contain the
situation and normalcy has
been restored to the area.

“We have been able to
flush the hoodlums out of the
area. However, our troops are
in Ukum to ensure that the
attack does not affect inno-
cent people.”



