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~ One killed, eight arrested over kid
in Ekiti—Police

Abutu

said: "On

vealed that he is a rela-

abouf™ tive of Sumo Karami, who

8402/2024 at
is a leader of a dreaded

THE _Ekiti police = rs
ghtn_rr_tr_n_and_has_cgn.trme apid Response Squad kidnapping gang and
the arrest of eight sus- (RRS) received a credi-_ that Aliyu is one his gang
pects involved in series of = ble tip-off that a gang of _members, who have been
e 16 armed men has invaded _terrorising and kidnapping
Local Government Areas a_farmland at Eda-Oniyo-__jnnocent citizens with
of the state. ~ Ekiti and were planning to ~ AK47 rifles and other dan-
The state Police Public kidnapsemeexpatriatesin  gerous weapons. Initial in-
Relations Officer (PPRO), Ikun-Ekiti. vestigation revealed that
DSP Sunday Abutu,onSat-.  "Upon receipt of the in-  Sumo Karami-and his gang
urday, formation, a team of RRS members were responsi-

Wwho were arrested by the
operatives of Rapid Re-

operatives swung into ac-
tion and arrested one Abu-

sponse Squad under the . bakar Aliyu a.k.a Smallie,

leadership of CSP Marcus

.ggtmgo_la_mntessed_ia
Tc_e_ir_uamed_in_rbe_mcam_,
idnappings of school pu-

pils and teachers from the
Apostolic Faith Group of
Schools, Emure-Ekiti.

He said among the sus-_
embers—rahim and Umaru Saliu, to

pects
of a vigilante group, who

who was on a mission to
spy on the actual location
of the expatriates. After
Aliyu’s arrest, the leader
of the kidnapping gang
identified as one Sumo
Karami sent two vigilante
members, one Saliu Ib-

secure the bail of the ar-

‘were sent to the police

rested gang member from

station by the kidnapping
syndicate to secure re-
lease of their colleague
who was earlier arrested.

- s
pects were arrested in

the police custody.

"The two vigilante mem-
bers were arrested and
they led the RRS operatives
to Oro-Ago town, where
one Mohammed Bashiru,

forest _ the leader of Miyetti Allah

fheir hideouts in a forest

vigilante in Oro-Ago, Kwara

_after a gun battle with _
mmtate, was arrested.
Sulted i " During interrogation,

of them.

Mohammed Bashiru re-

ble for the kidnapping of
the pupils and their teach-
ers in Emure-Ekiti on 29th
January, 2024.

"Meanwhile, the phone
used to demand for ran-
som for the release of the
pupils and the teachers
was recovered from the
suspects and effort in-
tensified led to the arrest
of two among the gang
members, namely: Yahaya
Jubril and Usman Garba in
Owo forest, Ondo State,”
the PPRO explained.

He said: "Further inves-
tigation led to the arrest
of one Kenneth Ugwu
in Ibadan, Oyo State, on
14/02/2024. The suspect,
during interrogation, con-
fessed to be a member
of a kidnapping syndicate
who kidnapped five pu-

nappings

: Ko

pils, three teachers and a
driver in Emure-Ekiti, who TH
was allegedly killed by the op
kidnappers. : in
"The suspect led a team ing
of RRS operatives to the as
kidnapper’s hideout in-- all
side Agric Reserved Forest m:
between Ise-Ekiti/Emure- th
Ekiti. On sighting the Po- m
_lice, the armed hoodlums™ -~
engaged the team in @ na
gun duel. In the process, M
“one of the | e == dL
who :was later identified Sa
as Ayuba was neutralised, ke
one Abubakar Moham- fo
rm_u.a;.‘ﬁﬂm._v?s_’ dc
captured alive while other l
Bang_members_escaped th
through the forest." m
"Tnvestigation revealed m
that the syndicate was rai
responsible for the kid- trc
napping of one Paul er
Omotosho, the APC Chair- inl
man, Ekiti State, along ‘
Agbado/Imesi, Ekiti road ag
on 08/07/2023, the kid- so
napping of Mr and Mrs by
Awoniyi  along ~ lkere/ th
ltaogbolu road in Janu- re
ary and the kidnapping be

of teachers and pupils of
Apostolic Faith Secondary
School, Emure-Ekiti on
29th January, 2024," the
police spokesman added.
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