Suspected cultist did not die
in custody, say police

Olayinka Olukoya | Abeokuta

OGUN State police command
on Sunday denied allegation
that a suspected cultist, Seyi
QOduyiga, died in its custody
as a result of tort

The state Police Public Rela-
tions Officer (PPRO), Omolola
Odutola, in a statement said

the suspect, who was arres- -
- ted in Sagamu in connection
with_cultists’ unrest- in ‘the
town, died at the General

guards the rights of individu-
als in custody, free from all
forms of cruel, inhuman, or
degrading treatment .

“For the records, the de-
ceased was already charged
for cult-related L,act'ivities
and he was taken to court
on Thursday, November 23,
where he was to be arraigned
before a special court on-cult-
ism in_lIsabo, Abeokuta, but

the court a.'d nof sn't, and he

was brought back to Elew-

Haspital, ljave while [eceiving _ eran same Thursday

treatment.

Odutola said Oduyiga, in
a statement, confessed to
be a member. of Buccaneer -
and was arrested alongside
Gbenga Adejoke, a member
of Eiye confraternity.

Speaking on the -circum-
stances  surrounding  his
death, the police spokesper-
son said the deceased was
not tortured as being specu-
lated in some online media. ;

She said: “The Ogun State
police command velhemently
- refutes that the deceased

“Ogun police command
holds a strong commitment
to upholding - fundamental
human rights, particularly
when it comes to treatment
of suspects.

“Torture is strictly against
our protocols and principles.

“Ogun state police com-
mand is well versed in the
legal framework that safe-
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“Seyi was to be ta}(en back
to the court at the next avail-
able day that the court will sit,
which was on Friday, Novem-

ng,g_z;‘_gut atabout 5:00 a.m,
““he went berserk, shouting,

biting and assaulting other
suspects in the cell until he
got exhausted. _

“Other suspects in the cell
alerted the policemen on
duty.

“He was taken to the Police
Hospital and later to ljaye
General Hospital, Abeokuta,
along with other suspects he
attacked with his teeth for
treatment against infection.

“The other suspects were
treated and discharged, but
Seyi, while on medical atten-
tion, later gave up the ghost.

“Every other allegation is
hereby debunked as the ac-
Curate position is what has
been stated above.

“As soon as the autopsy re-
port about the deceased is
out, the police will give fur-
ther details”
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