© Cleric, 20 others killed in attacks on Plateau communities
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cially Rim, Jol, and Kwi, have

were killed in Rim village of come under attack several

known, yet no effort has
been made by security oper-
atives to raid the place. Also,
for over a decade now, the
Special Task Force in the state
has not addressed these kill-
ings.

“This has left us with con-
cerns and questions as to
whether the government
can still keep to its primary
responsibility of safeguarding
lives and property.”

It, therefore, called on the
new administration, both at
the federal and state levels,
to come up with new strate-
gies to address the security
situation in the country, par-
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Traditional ruler abducted

ticularly in Plateau State.
When contacted, spokes-
man for the Plateau State po-
lice command, Alfred Alabo,
confirmed the attacks.

He added that the com-
mand, led by the Commis-
sioner of Police, Bartholo-
mew Onyeka, was at the
scene of the incident for an
assessment of the situation.

He said the men of the
command had been drafted
to the affected communities.

In another development, a
traditional ruler in Bokkos Lo-
cal Government Area of Pla-
teau State, the Mishkakam
Mushere, Pah Joshua Makut,
was kidnapped by gunmen
from his palace on Sunday.

A source close to the pal-
ace of the traditional ruler in-
formed the Nigerian Tribune
that the gunmen forced their
way into the palace of the
monarch at about 10:30p.m.
on Sunday and abducted him
in the presence of his family.
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The source said the gun-
men forced the traditional
ruler into a waiting vehicle
and zoomed off before vig-
ilantes and hunters in the
community could put their
acts together for a rescue op-
eration.

A community leader,
Haruna Ibrahim, said the
gunmen carried out the op-
eration within a spate of 10
minutes.

He added that they shot
sporadically into the air when
leaving to prevent anyone
from coming to rescue the
monarch, just as he revealed
that the gunmen are yet to
establish contact with the
palace.

Meanwhile, Governor
Caleb Muftwang, at a pro-
gramme organised to cele-
brate Democracy Day in the
state, confirmed the abduc-
tion of the traditional ruler
on Monday.

He said security operatives
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had swung into action to res-
cue him alive.

In another development,
two herders were reportedly
killed on Sunday by gunmen
at Fas district of Riyom Lo-
cal Government Area of the
state.

Chairman of Miyetti Allah
Cattle Breeders Association
of Nigeria (MACBAN) in the
council area, Alhaji Bello Ta-

. fawa, told reporters that the

herders were returning from
rearing when the gunmen at-
tacked them.

According to the MACBAN

-chairman, the names of the

victims are Adam Sani Ah-
mad (33) and Musa Ibrahim
(23).

He said: “Ahmad left be-
hind six children, while Ib-
rahim left behind one child”

Spokesperson for the state
police command, DSP Alabo
Alfred, could not be reached
for confirmation of the kill-
ing.



