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v|olence ballot box snatchmg, apathy rock election

15 killed in Benue, Delta, Akwa Ibom, Rivers, Lagos
eThugs unleash horror on voters, ballot boxes snatched

-,

“From Kunle Oderemi and
Duem

TERDAY’S gover-
norship and house

of assembly elec-

tion turned bloody
in some parts of the

—_country, leading to_the death .
of :

attem'
boko
said to

lnsomeateaswherethe

have been kllléd while . six

election also turned bloody,
security  slack was 'said to
have been observed even as
security personnel watched
while armed thugs unleashed
violence.

Hoodlums loyal to desper-
ate politicians in some states
had a field day snatching
ballot boxes and destroying
ballot papers in polling units
where people were perceived
to be voting against 'their

Therewaswidespreadvofer

lawtumoutofvotess.

“The election recorded a
lower voter turnout in many
states compared to the Feb-
ruary 25 presidential and na-
tional assembly election.

Major stakeholders, in-
cluding governors, leaders of
thoughts and elder statesmen
expressed shock and disbelief
following the unprecedented
voter apathy that trailed the
election.

In_most states, governors
and other concermed person-
alities had to beg eligible Ni-
gerians, who had permanent
voter cards (PVCs) to come
out and vote.

The leaders, especially gov-

erors seeking re-election
and outgoing ones keen on
having their anointed candi-
dates as their successors, re-
sorted to social platforms, ra-
dio and television to implore
voters to go out and cast their
votes.

The anxiety among the
leaders was heightened by
the fact that a minute num-
ber of prospective voters
were at most polling units
hours-after accreditation ex-
ercise had commenced.

Governors of Oyo, Edo,
Osun were among the first
set.of leaders that expressed

- apprehension - after - casting

their votes in thelr polling
units in their state capitals.

The - election was resched-
uled from Match 11 to March
18 by the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission
(INEC) to reconfigure the Bi-
modal Voter Accreditation
System (BVAS) machines, af-
ter the February 25 presiden-
tial and National Assembly
election.

While concermed citizens
claimed that the poor turn-
out was a passive resistance
by the people over issues the
trailed the presidential elec-
spate of violence that char-

marred by killings, unbridied
display of political intolerance
and destruction of ballot
boxes, as well as disruption
of polling by political thugs in
parts of the country.

The violence unleashed by
thugs on prospective voters
at polling units necessitated
INEC rescheduling the elec-
tion in 10 polling units in Eti-
Osa Local Government Area

of Lagos State for today [Sun-
davl.



